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MEN who have rashly ventured. to lay 8 e 
licentious hand upon belief the most sacred, and 
| opinions the most comfortable and rev 
5 uniformly perched themselves upon a pinnacle. 
i whence they have thundered to the world their - 


superior 33 their unequalled talents, and „ 
2 tions due to them for their toil | „ 
1 their "a Sysiphus, / ee — 
1 have rolled the rock nearly 0 
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Upon the chibregies of the mot and * 
gious duties depends the wholesome existence of _ 
human society, which would crumble into no- 
thing, if mankind were not generally impressed 
nuith a reverence for these important rules of 

conduct. This reverence is still further enhanced 
by the opinion which is first impressed by nature, 

and afterwards confirmed by philosophy, that 
these rules are the commands and laws of the | 

Deity, who will finally reward the obedient, and : 25 

punish the transgressors. And thus, upon what- 

ever we suppose our moral faculties to be found-. 
ed, whether upon a certain modification of rea- 
son, upon an original instinct (which 1 13 a baer 
less idea, for instinctive virtue or vice would ne- 
| cessarily discard all prospects of an Macy 
called a moral sense, or upon whatever other 
prineiple of our nature, it cannot be doubted, 
they were given us for the direction of our e 
L duct i in this Serra | 


— we to „g of the; ET AO of's events 
„ the 2 of their effects, and har influ- 
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bat Adam Smith, : 
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baturalſy' be led to conclude, 2 — g 
whatever can be 80 interesting, as that of the 
rise and progress of Christianity: The change 
it has occasioned in the world, is u 
more wonderful in its nature than any which. 
was ever brought about by the establisghment' of 
empires, from the beginning of the world to the 
present day; the Roman empire itself, —_— 
was of the greatest extent, and pry dura - 


; — it has been marked by two g 


ious and decisi ive- victories: it bas 


world; arid has vobdued the anke Didi 
of Scythia and Germany, who subverted the 
empire, and afterwards embraced the — 
Rome.“ Nor are we to doubt that: it will at 


length embrace the bulk of 
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| ha root in wth monks eee, dard learne 
and consequently the most inquisitive part of 
the world. The Fs inculcated its excellent. 
moral precepts. - The heathens, even while they. 
 persecuted it, acknowledged the benefits of its 
institutes. Tet, whatever learning or genius 
could do, was at first done against Christianity, 
because its origin was wholly among the illiterate. 
But neither all the argument, nor all the force of 
the mighty Roman authority, could stop the 
current of its pure and benevolent principles. , 
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Look at the first preachers of the gospel, „* 135 


taught men to subdue all irregular. desires f 
n of wealth, and power, and to suppress 
nn "Pg of the heart to x OR een * 


The . by wht, wh ads walk n 
ae to make themselves popular, either witl 
the higher, or with the lower orders of mankinld. 

for they flattered no human vice, but absolutelß 
prohibited every dereliction from right reason. 
A few unlettered fishermen from Judea were 


thus to enlighten and civilize the world! Their 25 


mission, indeed, was . authenticated by the 
5 foormality 
Julian. 7 Priestley. . 


Not one of their enemies was ever able to con- 
vict them or falsehood. They never varied in- 
eir accounts they perixtod in them, with an 
ancy, and sealed them with their 
blood; and it gives 0 ht to their tes- 
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men en 
oombine to assert — at the hazard of 
their lives, without any view to private interest, 
and with the certain prospet of losing by it 
every thing that is, or ought to be, , dear to man- 

Kind in this world? No Pagan ever laid down his 
life for the honour of Isis or Osiris, for Jupiter, 
for Neptune, or Apollo. Moreover, eyen those ur 
are so sceptical, as to be contented scarcely with 
any thing short of demonstration, must acknow- 
ledge, 1 there is in the birth and death of Chrit, 
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tion of Circ was e a fabric of craft and 


* not, 11 chould pres e, ac 10 be be 
* 80 embed eee as to N 
mitted to the most excruciating torments, and 
even to the most agonizing deaths, merely for | 
the support of what they knew to be untrue. 
Those of the church, indeed, afterwards, who 
sunk under martyrdom, might, had it been 
false, have been involved in the obstinacy 1 
prepossession: they might have blindly con- 


fided in an imposture, handed down to them he: ; E 


their fathers. But, for the Apostles themsrlves, 
who were witnesses and principals concern. 

all that had passed, that they should have de. 
voted themselves to death, was a species 0 
Phrenzy, more contrary to nature than any that . 
is to be traced in the annals of the world. Who 
ever saw hypocrisy keep up the cheat, when 
destruction, both here and hercafier, was to * | 
; ine che eee 55 
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they had eee they. had derer 


heard and scen; or that they had erignired into 


the truth of recent facts, when they had made 


no enquiry at all; and must have sar their 
ease, their liberty, their property, and. their lives, 


of the brain. 
infa · 


for ee an illusi 


been under, to no purpose, but to subject them 
to the most grievous sufferings, and to: delude, 


in all future ages, the residue of their tellow- 


creatures! This is to me a strange and inc 


ble supposition. It has been insinuated, how- 
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ever, that they were et 
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hy TONE Ire of life, Which is ee . 


1 tial part of the soul. Self. preservation i is the 
. fundamental law of our being; it is the pas- 

sion, which precedes every other in the order of 
utility, and is implanted by the Creator, as the 


gation necessarily springs; and in no other light, 
that I can find, did the Apostles ever conoeive i it. 
Vet, they, notwithstanding, heedless of conse- 
quences; and regardless of every eee 
bur truth, openly/ encountered hazards which 
ps were t to nee in Anal ene 


The instances | recorded, 5 bone of ae 
bo WY of. | * Wanne, of Christianity; wag 


has had its Seen who have not scrupled to 
maintain their principles at the expence of their 
tives; and we onght no more, I acknowledge, 
to infer the truth of Christianity from the mere 

zeal of its propagators, than the truth of Mahom- 
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every religion, nay every absurd sect of religion, 


5 ag from that * the Turks.“ Even 


F root from which every social and religious obli. | 5 


chat his opinion is true; ge = 1dent 
. he be it to 1e trus., Yo gg ape 
15 F e OY 1 
| The ancient ebene 5 ee as We 
have went ee death with 8 the 


*. 


Aeli K's age, vit Mo — ren 
The ancient Brachmans, to ahun the weatisome 
decay of lingering - sickness, anticipated the 


hour of death, and devoted ee tes | 


flames. The American, remains unmoved amid 
the dreadful preparations for a eiae execu- 


tion, and defies, in the agonies of torture, the in- 


genious cruelty of his foes. The delicate Hin- 
doo, with steady pace, and unaltered look, as- 


cends the funeral pile, and becomes a nillag = 


eaſy to e ol her husband. 
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habit. Such self. devoted victims have been 
regularly trained, from their birth, to thecon- 
templation of spectacles of torture and 7 
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by prjcice ae example reef 
religion, and dissuaded by common sense. 
Lhe 1 was alive to all the endearments of social 
hie, and attached to the world by all eee 
ties of affection, which. hold the heart in the 
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mich could have! induced the Apertlatoale 


ceive mankind ?. What g good, real or imaginary, 
ae had in view, if they had been 
what they affirmed was * 
n Christ left them, they could 
no longer expect X to advance "then temporal us 
teres by adhering to his cause. the con- 
trary, they were told by bins) den 8 first, and 
after his death, they knew and believed, that per; 


_ secution and martyrdom would be their lot in 


could entertain no "Yah. "ih e 


next. This must equally have been the state u . 
their _ whethie, with, ee h 099 | an a 
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the eame petition with: the enthusiast. But, 


where none of chese temptations exist (and: in 


the instance of the 


of them did or could exist) what was there in 


nature, or in the human imagination, which could 
induce them to encounter a life of pain, overty; 
persecution, and scorn; in support of an un- 
truth? All the impostors who hae — 


upon earth, have arrived at the acquisition of | 


temporal advantages, of pleasure, wealth ea 
and in truth it 45. gs to conceive what 
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9 2 them, in their expectations of his 


g a great temporal Prince, who' was to make 


the : Jews t the most powerful people in the world; - 
that the miracles they saw him perform, were 


not real, but fictitious ; ? that the divine es 


his manners was assumed, not genuine; and 
t the excellency of his doctrine, the aut] ority 
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| which his presence i 


125 mere human eloquence: and address: y et, „ 
surely his death, bad it put an end to his being, 


would have at last (6 DET 


ed their eyes, and have 


5  atisfied them, that he was not what he had de- 


ed himself to. be. © And after such convic 


tion, F they unquestionably would not, they could 
2 in opposition to every temporal, and every 


immortal felicity, have persisted in, and Sealed 
the te lee with their blood, 
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The amazing; * 0 ON su- 
pernatural courage, which was shewn by the 
Apostles in those slow and painful torments 


"that were inflicted . . is to me, 43 


proof 1 


his soul among the exquisite sufferings 6 ks 


a tedious execution, rather than renounce bis te. 2 
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ligion, or blaspheme his Saviour. Such kn ] 
seem to me above the strength of human nature, 


and able to overbear duty, reason, faith, BY. 


almost conviction itself. Humanity, una 


by the sacred energy of truth, must have "Mp Ge 
off the present pressure, and have delivered it; 


self out of such dreadful distress, by. any means 
that could have been suggested. To: expire [2 


surely among the most exquisite tortures, W. Ben | 
it was in their power to be released from th et n | 
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even by a mental reservation, or an hypocritical | 


- declaration, which: was not without a possibility 
of being followed by repentance and forgiveness, 
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recounted with indifference, and sometimes even : 
fepresented, as rather objects of contempt than of 


compassion and respect? Do writers, indeed, for- 


get, orwish toforget, that those who endure rhisfor- 


| tunes with magnanimity,arcamong the most edify- 


ing, as well as the most interesting subjects of his- 


tory? Ignorance of the best feelings of the buman 
heart can alone apologize for misrepresentation 5 


and an uncommiserating perversion of the under- 1 


standing, for the oblivion of sentiment. I do 


not, however, by this mean to insinuate, that 45 
there are not dissenters from Christianity, who, 
though they admire the doctrine, may yet have 
the misfortune to be dissatisfied with the evi- 

dence of the gowpel. But charity itself forbids 
one to suppose, that this can be the case witn 


those-who labour to subvert, by uncandid distor- 
tion and insidiousness, the faith of others. Can 
that man, let me ask you, wish the gospel, or its 


precepts, to be true, who employs Tr He 
wing. fo nee 125 


The . of the Gentiles 1 3 it is 
grocrall Gown, was not a weak man. Those 
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itself over the earth, and by the gentle voice 0 
| reason, puts to silence, or confutes at kast, 255 
most inveterate adversüries. Wete nn 

men, who taught. that which has given wiadorm 
and happiness to millions of mankind, 45d PR f n | 
without violence, introduced into e 
the most inetd and benefic ul, and Hh 
to be as durable as 'the world itself? Cbu 


those, in fine, be weak men, whom the most in- 
quisitive and most enlightened minds, that have 
been on earth since their time, have held in tlie 


highest veneration ? Either, then, it tust be 
admitted, that the publishers of Christianity were 
not weak men, or that the innumer 


and illustrious characters of every country in 
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addition to this eastern and constant opinion, 
that the fates bad decreed, that some one com- 
ing out of Judea should govern the wor 
Tacitus says, © a great many were persuaded, it 
was recorded in the were books of the Werts, 
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to the blind, wech ta, the e 
the deat, and the per 
the lame. It avis ales ditindtly predifted, os”; 
he should be sold for thirty pieces of silver, and 
that with this money a potter's field should be 
bought; that he should be scourged, 


and spit upon; that he Should be meck ane 
and feet ge, 


lent before his ACCUSET 3 that hi 48 NA 
should be pierced, hut that his b bones mee not 
be broken; that gall and vinegar rere 
fered him to an rink; that lots should e 
13 b d be buried, in a rie 
man's sepulchre, and — should rise again 
without seeing corruption. Nom. eee 
predictions have been _— in Ius, no Bare 4 
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signal 4 minder veel; although this city had 
flourished under the peculiar direction of heaven,, 
upwards of two thousand years; and aal it lat. 
ed to an event, which, when our Saviour 
told it, the Jews being then at peace 
Romans, and apparently reconciled to their c 
no human wisdom could possibly have foreseen. 
So great, in truth, is the Neimbiuset etweldi - 
the prophecy and the calamity,” as recorded by 
Josephus, who had the best opportunities of in- 
formation, being himself an officer in che 'Jewish 
army, and Present at the siege, that one would , 
not be surprised, were the freethinker' to suspect 
the event to have wane gt to the prediction. 
But it is certainly known, and is extremely re- 
markable, that Matthew, Mark; and Luke, who 
have recorded this prophecy, were dead before | 
the destruction of Jerusalem; and that John, 
who 8 it, xo 955 e wn the 8 

1 4 i” 

"Die; centuries before, had 4 predifted, that 
after three score and two weeks, the Messian 
should be cut off, and the people of the prince 
that should come, should destroy the city, and 
the Sanctuary; and the end thereof should be 
witly's 4 mo and unto the end of the war, deso- 
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shall not be leſt one stone upon another, that 
Shall not be thrown down. The days hall come | 
upon thee, O Jerusalem, when thine enemies 
schall cast a trench about thee; and shall keep * 
thee in on N side, and shall lay thee eyen 
with the ground, and shall not leave ther one 


stone upon another. 


tribulation, such as never happened from the be- 5 


And great earthquakes 
shall be in divers places, and famines, and pesti- 
lences, and fearful sights; and great signs shall 
there be from heaven. There shall be great 


gitining of the world, to this time. * bey 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall Te. 


led away captive into all nations. 
hb shall be trodden down of the 
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8 «Titus, says the hatotian'® c ede be 
his soldiers to dig up the foundations of both the 


city and the temple. 


His army compassed the 
city round about with a wall of thirty- nine fur. 
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them in on every side, and so "making i it im- 
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In the Wir of Claudius nal Naw, and La feu 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem, it 8 
recorded i in history, and this by Gentile as well 
as Jew, that there happenetl in Iudlea a prodig i- 
ous tempest, and vehement winds, with rain, and „ 
dreadful lightening my thunder, and roarings f 3-2 
the trembling earth. The great gate of the | 
| temple was Seen to open of its on accord: a 
sword appeared hangihg over the city; 4 comet 
was seen pointing down upon it, for a whole 
year together. Before the sun went dawn, tliere 
appeared armies in battle array, and chariots 
compassing the country and investing the cities: 1 
a thing so strange, that it woukl pass for fable, 5 
were there not men living to attest it. Thus 
far Josephus. Mark, however, the corrobo a-. 
tion of Tacitus. ke Armies, Says he, seemed 
to encounter, and weapons to glitter in the xy 
the temple seemed to blaze with fire issuing from 
the clouds; 3 and a voice more than human, was 
heard, dechring that the deities were quitting 
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„ Lam ready, W it mach SRL to 3 9h 
us liberally, and to understand figure and metaphor 
as such, if the language be not such as fairly to 
require a different interpretation. But surely, 
no nation ever suffered as the Jeus did. All the 
miseries that mankind have in general Xperi 
enced from the beginning of the world, have 
scarcely been to compare with those which the 
Jewish nation at that time suffered. The num 
ber of captives was ninety-seyen thousand. Ti-: 
tus sent many of them into, Egypt, and many 
2 lie dispersed into the Roman provinces. * Sue- 
tonius says, that during the siege, there perished 
by famine, disease, and the sword, six hundred 
thousand. Josephus, and Jornandes after him, 
make them eleven hundred thousand. And 
not long subsequent to the siege, a general per- 
secution of the Jews, we know, took ren 
throughout the whole of the Roman empire; 
and all these things, within the space of forty 
years after the death of our. Saviour; so that 
the generation which was on earth, when he 
Weed this mme ee had: not 


— r e a 
— — Uo, oi e eee 1 A5 end, 7 2 — 
— — — — — — 
3 2 > ene 
ID. 


: 
N 
b 
4 
7 
ES 5: 
2 
1 
2 
* 
10 
1 
5: 
F 
HS. 
q he 
4 
149 
15 
1 
44 
* 
; 1 
1 
a 1 i 
1 
3 
: #3 
- G 0 
by 
: 
IF 
Iv Si 
1 , 1 
7 T3: 
Fi nk 
+ 
41 4 
4 I 
1-1 
WE 
1 1 
$3 
& 3 
= 7 
+ 7 
1 
1 
F : 1 
1 
CE . 
F : 
N. 
I 
REEF! 
1 1 
14 [7 
BY EE! 
i 
3 i 
$28 B 
q 
2 $428 
1 
1 
us 
122 
1 
bs PF 
SF F 
* 
P 
& * 
Fi 
* 
* *®; 
WS- 5: 
15 
* J 
x | 
7 
qd vw 
» "+ 
„ 2 
i $4 
=. 
2 
8 
We +] 
i F 
. 
* 
# 
FS - 
* 
&E- 
* 
72 
* 
* 
gt | 
WEL | 
* 
4 
25 


r 
wa r — 
* _ or , * 4 * 
— . : 
— 
a — HA 2 
—ñ— — 
99797. lx Ca, IN 
„ 
; il ; 


; . * * 


AS __ 
« 8 > r 
© © nd ORE. 2 (eee 
— — — ax; 
* 


4 ors. ha 2 
— — - 
——— — >, x4 
- N Cite aber rt bt 
1 
. 


a 3% * 

S wm nn e 
S eee ee eee eee 
5 > = r my. r 


75 —— - 
- 77. — e 5 3 2 
— 2 . 2 bay hwy ant wee gre 2 « — 
2 * 7 ” 
4 "MES wed. et ma nn 
_ — — 
2 WS. Fr Iz — 


This > axtmbegigey tebbletion' 052 h 


mene no less extraordinary. Ever vince the 
Peries hen bee was des troyed, the 


their religion, nor oh Y 
Gentiles, among whom they Taye sojourned, but 
still remain 4 distinct peopl 


have been foreseen, or foretold, by any but su- 


pernatural means? Now, of the Jews, this was 


foretold by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, and N 


ses. Indeed, the whole history of this r 
before their dispersion by Titus; and since, bears 


irrefragable. desde Wo ono dh — loa 


wet ke? = 3 8 
e 4 


| himselt; 


what immediately concerns our 
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| of sorrows, and acquainted. with grief. e shall 


set z and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 


aner ee al men 58 bi, Suff ferir 
He shall he despised and rejected of men, a n 


be wounded for their transgre eiots, m ruled 9 
for een but pers his stripes they 
Shall be healed: he shall bear the sins of the 
many, ae be e intercessor for the trans- 
gressors, The Lordi it shall please to bruise him, 
and to put him to grief; but his seed he shall 
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in his hands. So shall he sprinkle many nations; 5 
the kings shall shut their mouths; at him: for 

that which had not been told them, they shall 
dee f and that which hab not ny: they 
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That the history . the Uk ol, 00 con- 


tained in the New Testament, is a true relation 
of matters of fact (not to insist on the en 


of his disciples and followers) will, to a rational 


inquirer, appear undeniable; for this reason, that 
many particulars of that history are confirmed by 
the concurrent testimonies of profane, and un- 


eee vnpreutliced authors. I have al- | 5 
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Dion. That a g great light, or a new stan, appeared 
in the cast, which directed the wise men to bur 
is recorded by Chaleidius. That Hes 
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coessor, that he put to death even his own: 
| _ is related by Macrobius, who hikewise: gives 
us the reflexion cast upon him on thatioccasjor;; 
oy the ee Aenne 17 en audiimet b 
rex Judæorum — gd intorfici. 
filium quoque ejus occisum, ait melius est He 
rodis porcum esse quam filium.“ * That our 


Saviour had been in Egypt, Celsus is 80 fan from 


denying, that he tells us, Christ learned the arts 


of magic in that country That Pontius Pilats 


was een mean that our r 
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Christianity. 
| things, which came to pass according to his pre- 
ditions, is attested by Pblegon. That at the 
time when our Saviour died, there was a miracus | 


Pontium Pi 1 supplicio affectus erat. But 


shortly after his death, upon Pilate's writing to 


Tiberius an accoun of his passion, resurrection, 
and miracles, that the emperor made à report of 
the whole to the senate, desiring that Christ 
might be considered as a God by the Romans. 
That many miraculous cures, and works out of 
the ordinary course of nature, were Wrought by 
him, is confessed by Julian the apostate, Por- 


Phyry, and Hierocles; all of them, not only Pa- 


Sales but rang enemies, and persecutors of 
hat our Saviour foretold several 


lous darkness, and a great earthquake, is recorded 
ag by the same Phlegon a Trallian, who was 
ise a eee. and freedman of Adrian che 
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but it is not to be doubted but that Jesus, from 
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innocent and spotless, spent eee 
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inviting them to serve and to gl 
his bitterest enemies accused him, in order to 
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— occasional discourses to hig disci- 
ples; and more especially łhe wisde 
lency of his sermon upon the mount, which is, as 


it were, the system and summary of his We 
| trine, manifestiy surpassing all the tnoral In 
structions of the most ce t 
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We are told, 1 known abay the uss and int at 


tion of miracles, as quoted by — 


were to prove that Jesus was the promised Nes. 
siah, ot that prince of the house of Dawid 


lineally descended from him, who was to restore 


the kingdom and deliver the nation: the de- 


3ign of Mattſon: nd Luke i ie ie bib 


genealogies, being to prove the title of Jesus to 
the crown, as the right heir from David. And: 


what 1s «il more surprising, we are informetn 5 
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David than of Saul; and no more of the e Wl. 
Abraham than of Melchizedek : and moreover; | 
that as two of the evangelists mention nothing of 

this, so there is in reality no original proof = 


under a strong suspicion; and Joseph had an 
inclination to put her away privately without 
making her a public example, and which he 


certainly would have done, had not an ange! 


appeared and spoke to him in a dream; or in 
other words, had he not dreamed an angel had _ 


; — 5 


5 + 1 5 1 


The . W cee SITY " «Av nia 
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the ancient prophets of the Jewish nation, for 
as the person whom they had foretold. I wilt 
not, indeed, deny that Saint Paul seems to have 
understood Moses and the prophets, in all that re- 
lates to Christianity, in a figurative or allegorica!l 


and mystical sense; and to have in great measure 


rejected the literal interpretation as false, absurd; 
and contrary to the true reason and spirit of the 
gospel. Jesus, likewise, never appeals to the 
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- prejudices of the people; and to guard themselves 
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. © ,OBJECTIONS against the evidences of 
Christianity are undoubtedly entitled to Was 
iderat ion can they too seriously, or 5 
candidly, be examined. For instance, it is pled 
is the Christian religion contained in the books 
of the Old Testament, or did Moses and the pro- 
phets understand and teach the revealed doc? 
trines of Ch ty? No, I know it is an- 
swered, not clearly, explicitly, and literally; but 
darkly, obscurely, and under types and Shadows... | 
Literal Judaism was figurative Christianity; | 
and literal Christianity is mystical Judaism; tha 
letter of the law was the type of the gospel; ane 
the letter of the gospel is the spirit of the la,; 
the law was the gospel veiled ; and the ——— | 
is the law. unveiled, and paid; illuminated. 
Moses was the shadow of Christ, and Christ is 
the substance of Moses. Now this forced and ; 
bscure method of harmonizing the law and the 
gospel, or the Old Testament and the New; 
together with a vast variety of other conceits, 
which confound common sense, and bewilder 
| even. 


at 


unbecoming, i ifn not in da injurious. 


e voule ad indeed] upon Chris,” * 
as a liberal prelate, if they were compell 

to receive, as apestolical traditions, the wild re- 
veries of ancient enthusiasm, or such crutle Cn. 
ceptions of ignorant fanaticism, as nothing hut 
the rust of antiquity can render venerable. Cast 
your eye upon the church ef Rome; and ask 
7 er whether her absurd pretensions to mi- 
raculous powers h het cbeerted be HUG 
her members to protestantism; and the other half 
to infidelity'# Neither the” Word of the ev 
magistrate, nor the possession of | 
heaven, nor the terrors of hei 

has been able to keep within her pale, even 
those who have been bred up in her faith.“ But 
we may be asked, in what particular link, then; 
Shall we'break the chain of traditionary powers?! 
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experience can possibly be imagined. 10 is er- 


perience alone which gives authority to human 


testimony; and the same experience that assures 


us of the law of nature. When, therefore; 


these two kinds of experience are contrary, we 


| have nothing to do but to subtract the one from 


the other. And this subtraction, with regard to 
all popular religions, amounts to an entire anni- x 
hilation-. Nay, whoever by faith is moved to 
assent to a miracle, is conscious of a continued 
miracle in his own person, which subverts all the 
principles of his understanding, and gives him 
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moment; examine how far this argument can | 


support such a peculiar strain of confidence. 


I. call it confidence, for no talents, no equa- 
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nothing more, that we learn from it 
conformable to the ordinary course and order bf 
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almighty, it does not, upon that account, be- 
come a whit more probable; since it is impos- 


sible for us to know. the attributes or actions 
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you, I think, the as absurdity of . 
immutable fate, or of a blind necessity, errone- 
ously called nature. But is it, indeed, the case, 
that he who contrived and fabricated” the uni- 
verse, or the no less wonderful frame of the 
human body, who originally suspended the 
planets in space, and gave the animated spe- 
cies a principle of life, cannot, if it be his will, 
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the power of a finite and create being. eit 
given us, to say to our Maker; We have sub- 


X 


e W on nme. erb : 


9 2 
1 


- 


N 3 1 
, n _ 
— — = 25 
1 p 4 1 "yp 4 3 1 [ts (| 
—— 5 — 1 R 1 W < 2 * | | 
4 8 N 4 hen — 7 \ 1 — == 
wn ee — — * * = . g D 9 
e — qr eng — — — For” 4a —— 
ä | — 7 3 bv 2h. ha TOLL > 
— — L 5 hw r 
> 


— — 2 3 Re . Eee FM 
— — — A - — . 

* 4 ' 1 

"Y * 


1 ml li 4757 b 33 1 2 : 


ab 
— 
— wee 
2 EO ETD 
n. 


hawk; seize upon a 8 


iderate Waite g it not 
like the bind man; who should say, the sun can- * 


not weer rg ho cannot see him? PCC en 


* bd tat 8 i 


> 1 ety a 
> 9 1 de ti * . * Ts kad 4 1 


7 icians fi Artis Clas 


high as they are able. They then, however; are 


constrained to let it fall, for it becom es too unꝰ 
wieldy for their grasp. Genuine metaphysics, 1 


readily acknowledge, form the first point of ge- 
neral as well as of abstract knowledge. They 
spring with beauty in minds stored and culti- 
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sight into various parts of knowledge, is to ace!) | 
custom our minds to all sorts of ideas. This 
gives the mind a freedom in its operations. O 
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and that will incontinently become every thing 
to him. A metaphysician Rey bring plowing 
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25d, in, an expecial manner, e hen gen fit 
which relates to future rewards and punighs / 


ments ? Mr. Hume, kin ol the received. 
notion, that the Deity will inflict punishments 
on vice, and i infinite rewards on virtue, sans 


Those who attempt to) disabuse men of e 
preſudices, may; for ought he knows, be god 
reasoners, but he cannot allow them to be good 
zens and politicians; since they free them from 
one restraint upon their passions, and anake the 
ufringement of the laws. of equity and»s0cietyyim. 
ane respect, more easy and secure. Lond 
Balingbroke again, speaking of those who con 
tnyed religion for the sake of government, h 
serves, „They saw that the public external ic 
ligion would not answer their end, nor enforce 
effectually the obligations of virtue and mo- 
rality, wichout the doctrine of future rewards and 
punisbments, And he concludes, the does - 
trine of rewards and punishments in a future 
state has so great a tendency, to enforce the civil 
laws, and; to restrain the vices of men, that tea» 


son, Whigh.cannot decide for it on principles of 
natural, theology, will not de eee 
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religious and civil institutions the human. liſe 


would be intolerable Nay, he further is cm. 


pelled to admit, that no religion ever appeared 
in the world, Whose nat urhl pg was 80 


much directed to promote the peace and happle - 
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torted by the force of evidence from the weryibo. 
som of infidelity itself. Let us then quit such 


inconsistent; tiibugh in various instances, I allow 
most formidable adversäries in the field of argus 


ment. Our next inquiries n us a different 
way. 10¹ n a eke og. LOU Hoign 
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2 git more pernicious to man, than Pandora's 
box. It would Le har: 0 every motive to 
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f Jont; than a ; devire to anticipate futurity. Iir dak 
| geit ' that desire was always indulged without 
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Aan en no place fora 

the contrivance of means for the accon 

of ends. Life, if I may be permitted ee 

would be cheated: thus of its best rights. At 
Present it is as an enchanted castle, that gives 

play to passions, and exercise to reason: remove 

the veil that hides futurity, and suddenly the fa- 

bric vanishes. To open our eyes, would ws 
be to submit to our inspection an uncirouths = 
scribed and incomprehensible confusion. Anxiety 

about futurity, on the contraty, rouses our saga - 
city to prepare for what may happen i but an 

eagerness to know what sagacity cannot discover 

is a weaknes in nature, N with every 
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Ailoites source oſs error is, that Singular en · 
ne in man to mysteries and hidden meanings 
The busy mind is seldom t with the sim- 
ple and obvious signification. When the object 
makes a deep impression, Akai is roused ta 
allegorize; and subtlety is set to work, to piece 26. 
into hidden views and purposes. A strange, or 
an unaccountable event animates the attention 
and inflames the mind. This even displays it- 
self in childhood. Stories of ghosts and appari- 
tions are anxiously listened to, and fitmly be- 


lieved even by means of od very terror they oc 
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cas ion. Bur wit ted br good ho. 
let me ask, could ever prove, that the dead prez. | 
serve any kind of connexion with the living; or 
are ever suffered, either in spirit or in body, to 
return to this world? 1 know of no solid evi. 
dence of such a fact; nor did I ever hear bf 
such wonderful commerce or visitations, except 
in mischievous tales Eu. to ae hve: Lun 
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The Sen « prognosties is a 8 
then founded upon a supposition, that future 
events are unalterably fixed; for otherwise such 
a doctrine would appear absurd, even to the 
most ignorant, The Greeks had their oracles; 
the Romans had their augurs; and all the 
world haye had their omens. Oracles and au- 
gurs, however," were evidently reared upon the 
belief of tutelar deities; but the influence of 
the latter (and I particularly refer to it here aa 
relative to Christianity) was, if possible, still mors 
preposterous, as it was still more unpatdonable; 
The instances are innumerable; many are even 
of recent renown. Having gained the battle of 
St. Quintin on the festival of St. Laurence 
Philip reckoned himself obliged to the Saint for 
the victory; and accordingly he not only built 
the monastery he had vowed, but also a church 
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miles sain 9 un all” unde 
one roof; and whit is not a little beyond com 
mon extravagancy, the edifice he built rens 
blance of a gridiron, which, according to the I- 
gend, was the instrument of St. Tanne s mar. 
tyrdom. De EE er Fs ee Sn OS 
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tus, to deduce presages from horses. These 

| animals are maintained at the public expehce, in 

groves. and forests, and are not allowed to be 

polluted with any work for the use 'of man ; but 

being yoked. i in the sacred chariot,” the price 
| the king, or c chief of the state, attend't 


and. carefully - observe their neighings. . The 
greatest faith is given. to this method of agu, 
both among the vulgar ; and the nobles.” 4 Na- | 
Pier, 11 inventor of the logarithms, Scarckly hull M a 
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century 280, found the day of Judgine Pre- 
died in the Revelations: I and natned” the very 
Jay; 3 which, he yet, however, very unf, rtu ately 
quryjxed. The famous Jurieu, more hardy still, 


went yet further in his explanations. The beast 


Ft the Apocalypse, who held the Poculum "wy 


Plenum | abominationum,” he very civilly demon- 
 $trated « to be the pope; : "and his reason was, that 
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The instances of 3 5 — WR For are, in 
deed, not to be enumerated. Be this, however, | 
as it may, religion of every description, we are 
told, is incontestibly founded on fatalism. 
Among the Greeks, it was held, that men were 
punished for faults, which they were fated to com- 
mit, as is evident in Orestes, O ( Oedipus, &c. [who 
merely did what, had formally. been annound&d 
by the oracle. Even Christianity 1 1s id to | 
have made vain efforts to Justify the Divinity, | 
_ in, throwing. the faults,c of men on their free-will, 
which is neyer to be reconciled with predestina- 
5 tion. Even the System of grace cannot obviate | 
8 ulty ; seeing that God gives grace only 
to o whom. he. pleases. 1 The foundations of; all 
eystems, then, are the fatal decrees of a being ity e- 
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temples to him ? If he be mereiful,wbybein una 
against frail beings, to whom he hes. granted the - 
liberty to deviate from reason? If he beanmuts: 
able, in what manner can we make him alter his 


decrees? If he be inconceivable, why do x, 
strive to gain a conception of him? If he baths 
spoken, why is not the whole universe.convin 
If the knowledge of the one God be es 


things the most necessary, why is it not of all! 


ane the most mee and the most clear 2% 
£473 no . t 


Thee 5 is a moment, when 5 r 


deliberates for eternity ; Who is the 
only plan, in which miscarriage cannot be re. 
paired, and examining the only question in 
which mistake cannot be rectiſied. The gras! 


_ rification of the appetites. fill but a «mall | pots: 5 
| tion of time, and these appetites 1 * 


weakened by every attempt to onenddce-thes en- 
joyment they are intended to supply- ne 
would doze away life in an hopeless ind? . 
who had the power to exalt himself into. feli> 

city? The, gamester, of whatever class, plays 


against manifest odds. He starts with a stake? 
W at one "JO . _— and still 


. | might, 
. 8 de la 1 Fe Johnson. 
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viction of eaptiousness ĩtself. For what clearer? 
Though a scarcely discernible atom in the im- 
mensity of the universe, yet man has powers ; 
which spurn the narrow boundaries of time and | 
place, s0ar beyond the sphere of his existence, 
penetrate the secret laws of nature, and caleu- 
late their progressive effects. But, let us be- 

oment more, I beseech you, n wa 


zubject a0 peculhtiy interesting, and which in M 
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a murderer from the beginning, and abode not 
in the truth because there is no truth in him. 
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intermittent fevers,” by means of those devicesg 
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harmless in themselves, were deemed highly pers! 
nicious. The celebrated Boerhaave, after all 
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dixeased, by assembling all the children in a rom 
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ing them with much solemnity, he at . 
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the remedy for the complaint to be a red: hot: 
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to the first patient who should be seiselt with 4 
it Uh "OE had its effect. The dis- 
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Bergers, we have the punishment of the Seven 
deadly sins, imagined with considerahle streng Ut 
of fancy; and in such manner as I think m. 
have insured it some sort of efficacy, in its, ay. 
The proud are bound by hooks, of iron to age 
wheels, like mills, placed between craggy pl 61- 
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1 naked limbs are instantly smote , with <a 
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ae Doctor Johnson,“ is, that we shall meet 


Call not this an illusion. Of this, T am certain, 


ought to be cherished, for the comfurt it brii 
to the heart 


#3 $173 4 1043 4 


stability to principle.” | N 
12 * nl brig, 


| son, is to withdraw from” the objects that 


ward on Himself. For my! on part,“ says ke, 
« I often mitigate'the Pain a 


<S 


human tie —_ this introversion ty faculties, 
4 {2lqat * 1 SHIN bio wherein 


I 


were covered with 4 white robe, and fillet 17 


letter in the expressive words of two moralists, 


lities have been an ornament to our nation. 


again those whom we have loved upon earth. 
that whether it be an illusion or not, a faith i in it 
art; and reverenced for the dignity it | 
imparts to the mind, Such 4 feeling makes 2 
happy and'an important part of our belief in a 55 
future existence. It gives N to e and 
« The privilege 47 a ink tein N Ad- 
solicit his senses, and to turn His thoughts m. 


g from tlie little | 
misfortimes and disappointments that chequer 


- * 
% 


[1 
1 
* 
4 
[ 
4:9 = 
i #E 
*XY 
. 
1 
Ih 0 
N , #1 
4 
=_— ; 
- . 18 5 
! 4 
1 * 
\ j 8 
_ is * 
7 +. 
15578 
, 
1 
- 1 
o 4 7 
1 : 
3 £ 
? ; ; 
* 
1 
= 
} 
l X » 
Y 7 2 
1 
1 
7 * * 
ö 7 
1 % 
. 3 
1 . A 
l 14 
= 
\ 1:2 
% 5 7 
1 by » 
Z & 
= * 
| 13 
l wh 
7 PST. 
+ 7 
9 1 
4 4 
C : 
[ \ 
#1 bat 
. L 4 
1 : 
4 
4 
. 
7 : 1 
4 4 
4 
F t 
z ö 
'S 
\ : 
© . 
" : T8 dy 
1 jd X 
lk 1 1 
+ FIN 5 
1 4 » 
1 0 
4 
« 4 
: } * 7 
t 
19 
p 1 % 
: 0 
| 
i} 
$ ; a * 
12 p 
7 - 
: - \ Y 
1 © + BY 
= FT: 
6 4 
| if 7 
if 2 . 
4 3 5 
7 N 
7 
N 825 
* 1 . "= 
\ 3 


fer 15 and s receive great consolation from 
beholding those perfections, which testify he 
divine original, and lead me into some knowledge 
of her evcrlasting! archetype. / But there is not 
any property or circumstance of my being, that 


1 contemplate with more joy, than my immor- | 


tain. And it is with infinite Pleasure I beh old 


heaven; it is discovered by Philosophers, 50 


tality. I can presently overlook any momentary. 


sorrow, when I reflect it is in my power to be 


happy during an eternity. If it were not for this 
thought, I had rather be a' brute than 4 man; 
the most stupid and senseless of animals, fh a | \ 2 
reasonable mind, tortured with an extreme innate | 
desire of that perfection, which it despairs tog ob- 


2 


instinct, reason, and faith, all concurring, to a 
test this comfortable truth. It is revealed: | 5 


the ignorant and uninformed part of m d nit 


: 75 . 
have a natural propensity to believe it. No 
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| PAGANISM, . we are e told, Was 


Christianity appeared. Its impostures were de- 
tected; its absurd doctrines and rites were 


it ; and Philosophers explained it away. It, in 
chort, lay exposed, like an unfortificd country, 
and open to every incursion. On the contrary, 
ing declared to be the. religion of mankind, in 

contradistinction to the code of the Jeus, as well 
as being composed of more sublime and humane 
doctrines, it was rapidly embraced. And no 
sooner had it taken possession of the court and 
the cities, than heathenism became 80 generally 


Paganism most probably. took. it rise from that 


wearing out in thepry, . if not in 5 when 


2 1 Ty | 


75 to ndicule. The priests could not defend 


Christianity was fresh and vigorous: and by ber 


the religion of peasants only, that the appellation of 
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This.® le ee een en thd el of ts. | 
e and of such an age as the Augustan, | 
that he would not have made it, could it in any | 
manner have been avoided : it was irresigtibl | 
forced upon him by truth. But was it likely | 
that so many beams of light should have 8 ] 

from the chambers of heaven, for no other pur- 
pose than to lead man into error? The parent of | 
modern deism, the formidable Lord Herbert, of } 
- Cherbury, himself, confesses that the knowledge | 
which the Gentiles had of the one supreme God, 
was lame and imperfect; and thence, Says he, 
it came to pass, that the rays of the divine per. 
fections being intercepted, a wonderful darknes | 
overspread the minds of the vulgar. - He als 
observes, that from what was added by priests, 
poets, and philosophers, the whole fabric of 
truth was in danger of falling to the ground 
* * Tota inclinata, in c e wang 2 8 
veritatis fabrica,”* : 


8 4 1 ati 
$6. fs 
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A phi man,” on inquiring into the principle | 


of his religion, may not perhaps at once be able 
to say what pure Christianity is, divested of it 
ornaments, appendages, and corruption; but, 
what it is not, I think he will boldly venture tt 
_— which 18, * it is not the offsp ing 


| „be Veritate, | 
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ven, be lee ac 

Lab e hn wr n 0 
field of observation, or to babe rr 
on matters of mote 1 imr EC e worldly concern. 

But a closer inspection, an rn TE POLY 

curacy and candour, he' knows must” dispel the 

illusion, or at least satisfactorily evince, — 4 : 
1906 OR nah month W 


band.. — — aus. 
t assumed by mortals like himself, will in- 
deed provoke his indignation. But on further 


election DEW 
Chit is "not a mes ef precuniption, which 
would oppose itself; to right reason; but on the 
— that the firm and rational belief af 
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momentous enterprize?- Or en were ee re- 
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when as mes, thay Shall be no longer c 


ness and truth of his doctrine 3 1 
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de, his ministers were e knnbleth men, 
cy ęaiſcuuceroi Hou idicd ſæu, and daily forced to l. 


bour for the means even of daily subsistence. 


Of men of such low estate he made choice, for 
the spreading abroad his doctrines. In regard 


to their rewards, he assured them of none in this 
life; on the contrary; the only remuneration for 


the agonizing: sufferings they were to undergo, 
was, as. he expressly declared to them, joy 

and happiness in another state of er 
Was this an usual or an alluring way of com- 


mencing reformation ? That which is invisible, is 
to him, Who has no hopes of a futurity, both 


imaginary and ridiculous. Nor are ignorant an, 
in general, to be tempted to surrender themselyes 
cheerfully to aer Wes and torment, on the bar 
promise of blessings to be heaped on _ 
enjoying them ! On what, then, was: he to de- 


E pend for macro while acting in every respect 


ived opinions of the refined, 


as well as _ Aer movements of the 


uncultivated understanding, wen on the sound- 
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Christ's commission, you will tell. me, while 
he was living and acting in the flesh, extended, 
only to the Jewish nation, and that beyond this 
he was not to exercise his ministry, either by 
himself or his disciples. Thus, when he chose 
the twelve, and the seventy, and sent them ut 
to preach among the Jews, it was with a parti- 
cular injunction, not to go among the Gentiles 5 
or proselytes of the gate, nor to enter into any— 5 
of the cities of the Samaritans; but to preack 
repentance, for the remission of af ng. in bis name, 
to the Jews only, and to declare, that he was 
sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel: of | 
and accordingly, that the ministry of Christ and 
the Apostles was confined entirely to the three 
provinces of Palestine, Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee, where the 969 n Heben was un- 
derstood. ab val 


You as not Hh Be gy mean a. by 
this to insinuate that Christ's design extended 
no further than to the. Jewish nation. While 
he lived, he himself undoubtedly never opened - 
his commission further. But his general and re- 
peated expressions take in the whole circle of | 
the human race. The phrenzy of his bitterest 
enemies, indeed, never ventured to accuse him - 
of ee circumscribing the fayour of 
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Almighty God.  Sedtate, 1 les abe line | 
graced his tem, have Sometimes impiotdy | 
drawn: a line of demarcation. Nay, it hath not 
unusual for them to die the earth into 
two parts; to give eternal en to the 
one moiety, and oracular omnipotency, vices 
gerent heavenly authority, and fulmiratingright, 
and the power of proseription, to the other. Bt 
nen. the IRA 15 our Saviaur 
| Christ died ON nk ice Wh 
then, you will ask, was not Christianity 'indis- 
criminately given to all? Janswer the question bß 
a counter question. Why has Providence per- 
mitted the kn wledge of arts and sciences toll: 
luminate Europe in $0 distinguished a manner, 
while Africans are, in a great measure, as barba- 
and uncivilized, as the quadrupeds that un 
through the woods ? Why are the poor wretches | 
in Hudson's Bay affoꝛded scarcely the necessarie 
of liſe; while in England, France, Germat 
and the other happy parts of the 9b 8. 
more fortunate inhabitants have had dealt to 
them with a liberal hand, — — 
cessaries, but all the comforts and elegancie: 
life? These questions you can no more answer 
than J can yours. And, therefore, it is ide 
though it may perhaps be stiled ingenious, to 
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ule SRO his coming in obscure 
enigmatical veils, like the responses of the Pythia, | 
for men to guess at, but would have. set them 
down in words at full length, i 

cal figures 3 that he would have 
mankind, in such and mich * ven of 
gustus's reign; or of Herod's administra | 
Christ would be wy” that 1 a perfidious 3 


4. 


and that God 8 after so many years, punis 

that people for their unjust and | cruel treat- 
ment of binn, bo an final Sermenbeeg of Sew. 
city, , TS: ee N 5 15 


I need not remind you here; that the gospel 
those who lived long our Lord on earth, 
, "die: 
| 510n, then, — 52 Chris eee 
in come parts only, py not known till four 
thousand years after the creatiot For if it had 
been known one thousand, or dire housand 
years sooner, a captious mind might still ask, 
hy was it not earlier, and c end vith man. 
0 . 7 "ve 
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nd 1 egy rand aha Being — governs the wa 

| verse, and who sees at once the present, the 
past, and the future, can alone determine, Whey 

any particular dispensation of Providence 
to begin, how quick” or 1 ale * | 
be in its progress, | 
pleted. Is it men in een 6 to cups 
the recency of à discovery, to be absol 
against its utility? On such gwoundüg my 
the most beneficial discoveries even of man, 
within modern n. would be en n 
5 demned. — e falk Ren 


1 be b of the ane i a8 i 1. 
Fro to the superintendency of God, is more 
feeble, you may believe me, than that of infants, 


- 


in regard to the comprehension of mathematics. 
But give me leave to ask, if even such, or some 


_ similar modes of reasoning; be not in some 
respects very striki 


mental energy, + and one openly advene to 


Christianity, is yet even e thus to expres 


himself: Hie first speaks of man's natur 
vain of themselves, who, in the present state of 
. Beattie. + Dr. Morgan. 
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ing confirmations; of the very \ 
| St of the Christian' system ? A writer of great 


yy  —_ my wy my ot ' fy 
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mankind, talk of the strength of human reason 
in matters of religion. At the time of Christ's 
appearing then, says he, mankind in general 
were in a state of gross ignorance and datkness, 
with respect to the true knowledge of God, and 
of themselves, and of all those moral relations and 
obligations we stand in to the Supreme Being, 
and to one another. All were under a great 
uncertainty concerning a future state, and the 
concern of divine Providence in the government 
of the world; and at the same time, were filled 
with a proud and empty conceit of their O. 
moral abilities and self sufficiency. Christ's 
doctrines on these heads, however, certainly, 
though they appeared to be the true and ge- 
nuine principles of nature und reason, when he 
had set them in a proper light, yet were such 
as the people had never heard or thought of be- 
fore, and never would have known, without such 
an instructor, and one possessed of such means, and 
such opportunities of knowledge. They, therefore, 
who would judge rightly of the strength of hu- 
man reason, in matters of morality and religion, | 
under the present corrupt and degenerate state of 
mankind, ought: consequently to take their esti- 
mate from those parts of the world, which never 
had the benefit of revelation, and this, perhaps 
might make them less arrogant of themselves, „ 


religion of nature, vader the prov ri 
. dank | 55 
Mitts n Aa mr not 4 i or 
Indian, draw up as good a system of natural i. 
gion ag a Christian; and why have we never 
met with any such? On the contrary he 1. 
; marks, let us take Confucits, Zoroaster, ate, 
Socrates, or the greatest moralist that ever Bel 
without the light of revelation, and it will 10 
pear that their best systems of morality v were i i- 
termixed and blended with so much superstitioi 
r Kd pans andre 7 


_ as Gnu 0 t 
Nut es ei 1 bene aue Nothing is more re 

| cidedly clear, than that it is i possible 2 
men $hould have any just idea of the derfection 
of God, who think the dictates of infinite Wis- 
dom do not carry their own evidence with them, 
or are not by their own innate worth discoverable 
to all mankind. Were it not so, how could uh 
be MEI from the uncertain nes o I 
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* Moral 8 


a is not wise, within the pale 3 3 
anity, to declare, that © Certain things, if they 
are not win i eee ought to be 
exploded as absurdities. Nor should it be too 
much insisted upon, that religion ought to be 
received on the score of authority; for this 
would imply, that if the same authority pro- 
mulgated a different religion, we should, on the 
same authority, men to receive it; and 
indeed, it is an odd method 27 prov the . 
truth of a book, by the truth of the ctrine it 


.« ; 


* 


contains; 3 and at the same time to conclude 
those doctrines nd he" r fs Vecuyes contained i in 


that book. Ane d every 
man punities} . tend: that coin; As _ 2 
as himself, hook] te mee eee. DN 
thority a5 well as 1 rande 8 


o * * 


Some eee Gaba men say, they = 
dee no cause to believe, that God takes equal | 
delight in the various kinds of worship, which 
have been established in the world; and that a 
pecific difference in religion is in itself, and ab- 
stractedly considered, as acceptable to him, as 
that diversity of beings which * has EF 
EMEA as he has ol rs iscove 
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perfect standard. *. It i is but a how, ö 


* 1 N we ee family of children, h. 
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ever, to suppose, that it is one and the same Be- 


ing whom all mankind adore. We behold the 
same : we live: ander, the nn one 


wee nee | Each ons ors 


fore, follows his own. plan in the search of truth. | 


It clearly, then, was the will of the Gove n 
of the earth, that the Syrians should /orshi 
one way; the Greeks another; and the«Egy 7 
tians another. Had he meant otherwise, he 
would. have 50 ordained it; and men would: of 
A have followed what. he 0 Prescribe. 
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on any particular day, or particular circumstance, 
made it a constant custom to present to their 
parents some token of their affection and grati- 


tude; each of them would, no doubt, make a 


different offering, and most probably in a diffe- 
rent manner. Some would pay their congratu 
lations in themes of verse or prose; some by 


little devices, as their genius dictated, or accordl- 


ing to what they thought would please; and, 
perhaps, the least of all, not able to do any of 
those things, wound: ramble into the garden, or 


* Bishop Law. 4 Divine Legation-of Moses. 


the 


ak 


FLY 


LETTER" Xv. 139 


the field, and gather what it thought the pret- - 


might be but a simple weed. Nor would the 
parent, 8 perhaps, be less gratified by such variety, | 
than if the whole had acted on a concerted plan, 

and each had made exactly the same offering. 


This would have the cold appearance of contriv- 


ance, or the harsh one of controul. But of all 
unwelcome things, nothing surely could more 


afflict the parent, than to know, that the whole of 


them had afterwards gotten together by the ears; 


boys and girls, fighting, scratching, reviling, and 


abusing each other, to determine n was the 
best Enn „„ = Dil aan: By 
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The dein and Wer great Onitor are at 


first hid in clouds, to unenlightened man. 


Hence the rude emblem. Then comes the ado- 


ration of the sun, and the astral glory. Thence 
follow the symbolical representations of the ele- 


ments and the phænomena of nature. Artists 


of ability at length start up. From them issue 


an Apollo, a Venus, a Jupiter. These at first 
draw. admiration : 5 they finally fix reverence; 5 
and idolatry becomes established. The great 


and the learned affix one idea to the gods; the 
en affix Ws and, EN to their 
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tue or in vice, as ae the occaion Th 
155 appeam last e and sat the n 


the people are to be found in the attributes of 


i 0 | — 


brings though they all, bs Sagree, i 
the ideas they have formed to themselves 70 
him. Every thing, of which the senses can 
judge, or which the imagination can form, what- 
ever is most brilliant, and beyond our reach, & 
well as whatever is most vile, terrific, and noxl | 
ous, hath been deified by some people or other, 
Each has had its incense, its altars, and its vic 
tims. In one place there hve been visible gods, 
represented by bronzes and marbles; in enen. 
it has been a crime to represent the object of 
worship. Here have flowed the blood of ani: 
mals and men; there incense only has smok- 
ed. In this spot, the angry gods have been ap 
peased by public games and spectacles; in that, 


by rigorous penance, and voluntary suffering. 


” * A 
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val 3 that country, 
abominates the divinity c of this. The most im- 
posing pageantry of the hierarchy, is but 8 8 
to the Mahommedan. There is, however, all 
this time, but one God. And O | divine truth, 
whenever it shall please the F ather of mercies 
to let his light shine univetsally among men, 
the darkness, which now covers so much of the 
earth, will be dispersed; and the innumerable 
nations, Who still remain in blindness, will have 
that path rendered clear to them, which undevi- 


atingly condudts to terrestrial ms 952 to 
immortal happiness! 1 


* 


11 
The first publichers = | Cluistanity ET 
the religion of Jesus, not merely in small vil⸗ 
lages, or obscure parts of the country, but 1 in 
populous cities, in those parts of the world, that 
were most celebrated for the liberal arts, learn · : 
ing, and politeness. They published that rell. 
gion, and the wonderful facts by which it was 
supported, throughout the Lesser Asia, Greece, 
and Italy; ; in the cities of Jerusalem, Antioch, . 
Ephesus, Corinth, Thessalonica, Philippi, Athens, 
and Rome itself. But is it a worthy conduct i in 
atitudinarians, particularly in Hume, does it 
eren square with the principles of his own creed, 
in N of „ to OW that, «in 
. the 
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fied of the truth of the Christian religion Un 


: 142 | 1 LETTER r 


the Ar of new e the wise and hang 
commonly esteem the matter too inconsi derable 
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in order to undeceive the deluded multitude, the | 
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their rest in the Christian religion. Nor was it 
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of virtuous men, daily forming themselves upon 
the example of their Saviour, animated by his 
precepts, and actuated by that spirit, which 
he had Fan to n e ne dis- 
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The public Stablshment of; .Christiadfity at 
present bespeaks our consideration; and it may 
well be considered a one of those important and 
extraordinary revolutions, which excite the most 
hvely curiosity, and afford the most valuable in- 
struction. The victories, and the civil policy of 
Constantine the Great, ho first gave it an au- 
thoritative footing in the empire of the Romans, 
no longer influence the state of Europe; but 
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one his due, were points which until nom bd 
deen utterly disregarded. To these three gehe 
precepts, however, Justinian reduced the gene- 
ral doctrine of law ; © Juris præcepta sunt hec, 
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The aka eee. — ue, 
the! age of Theodosius, is perhaps the un 
ample of the total eee of any ancient 
and popular superstition ; and is therefore to be 
considered as a memorable revolution in the 
human mind. In a full meeting of the sense, 
this emperor proposed, according a N 
of the republic, the important question 
the worship of Jupiter, or that of: Chai; hou 
bb the-religioniof the Ba r wy 
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the death of The 


religion, must be considered as mut 


Joey. ＋ he decrees of the! senate dene, 
which pros ibed the worship of idols, was rati- 
fied by the general consent of the Romidns ; the 
Splendor of the capitol was defaced, and the soli- 
tary temples were abt 
tempt. Rome submitted to. the yoke of the 
gospel: and so gentle, er Age was the fall 
of Paganism, that A twenty eight years after 
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There 3 is a N bs DE the va« 


| rious truths, which contribute to human felicity. 
Our passions and prejudices endeavour to dis- 


unite them, but by the eye of an attentive ob- 
server they may all be traced to on, common 
origin. In consequence of this affinity, the 


truths and maxims which belong to the several 


pheres of government, legislation, moral, and 


nected in the closest alliance; and it is only by 
strengthening this nati 


Om ; 


andoned to ruin and con- 


us, the faint and minute 
vestiges · of it were no n to the 
| 70 ** the _—_— 


ura coalition, that success 
can in any manner be insured. The wisest sys- 
tems of administration, e, N on all 
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3 Wege 8 Por rth 
eee to the influence of religion on 
order, military discipline, good. conduct, 
moral action. And yet, says the justly reapett- 
ed and celebrated Mons. Necker, * « It is only 
in modem times, that Samples are to be fur- 
nished of at temps to contest the utility. of cel 

gion, and to substitute, in the place of 1 its bete- 
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ficent and active influence, the inanimate i. 
structions of e Philosophy, ot 5 
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their teachers was a liberal and. voluntary, tr 
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which they offered. 10 superior resson but 
that the Christian, on the contrary, formed an 
meraus and.digciplined, en ie Jurisd 0 
of whose | laws and magist: was st. 

cized; over the minds of the. faith, al; th 
loose wanderings of the imagination, ee 
dually confined by and co 

that; the freedom of private judgr 
lutely ne | to the public 
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an here, us nt every ot 
such indirect W ul meaps to disturb, "If! 


totally to eradicate those seeds of wholesome 
religion from the bur breast, which from his 


own better reflection he must allow to have ori- 
gnated with Cin rictianity f 1 do not ache 
as others have done, * 7 2 
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tent < «mays adhere to an integrity 1 


o opinign' nor is "his een reasoning ven logical, 


venient. 1e coleitobe ae at if he pleats; | 


kt ynods 20 60 E 4 ts z 54 turned Alt ridic 3 
ve haye no right ting Fault w with man, when 


he criticizes? man. every One, 'surely is 
very weakest and hurniblest of us all, is called üp- 


on to Bg and to the ex tent of his ability to 


truth against error, and _— 1 
5 K maj delusien. | 


aint lf L W 
out shuddering with” — and? -withotit- 
being in some wo 6s NNW of the _ 
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. un ad ee in theinmog viliz, 
ed state, bear a comparison, in 'seyeral pet 
1 the manners of the Christian wN For 
example, it will not be pretended, that in any 
Christian country, a, father is at liberty either 
eee eee infant, or to abandon 
to: amine and beasts-of prey 3 that the mus. 

| ak; is made a part of the 1 funeral x 


hip that the most unnatural crits ae | 
only practised without zhame, but celebrated b g 


Poets, and coolly euer customam dn 


| , inoffe Y ive natiogs may be 
inyaded, enslaved or exterminated * that for the 
amusement of a few. young soldiers, tuo, or three 
thousand poor unarmed and innocent men my 
be murdered i in one night, with the cotinivance, 
nay, and by the authority of the law; that the 
most worthless tyrants may be flattered. with d. 
vine honours when alive, and worshipped as gods 
when dead ; that Prisoners of war 1 dee en. abon 
saved, or impaled, or crucif wy 


_ fought in defence of ee one 450 inches 
ence to their lawful rules; or that inen may 
| be trainett up for the purpos 
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Those; who- are ever 50 tittie-acquainted: with 
ancient Greece and Rome, know Fallude hers; 
not to the depravity ofl individuals only but to 
the h W ee andfashionable 
Christian eee — e 
conless them tobe in many respect ate regud 
lated” by principles more conducive to present 
and to permanent felicity. And 1 will further 
venture to assert, that were they in all respects 
regulated, as they ought to be, by the pure 
principles of the gospel, we should not have 
the least hebitation to affirm, that 5 5 vittae 
of Christians would as far ; 


the Greeks and Romans, as thecarts he lebe 
ture of r Na 0 8 
l 1 a0 0D in 50 8 9 05 by 9K 

At the! „ upproaply vof Christedity all t 85 x 
ominations vanished-. Among those who em- 
braced it, heineus W found ; 
ay, to such an Amazing degree of piety, © 
ee le egg ation; 
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Orpheus) the same sacrifices were > offered.. r NES 


il vbich, gt add koch l. to fe Mae than 
18 ; scarcely an any y thing 50 itnpious, and 150 Unnatu⸗ 121 
ral, as not at time to have p revailed in ide . 
"1: 1 GS n . P bs 3t 25 (0! N67] 
cient world, 95 N I 
Vene ag 1 1 $7831, a2. 8 vis? 149” 
The game e oe W life, in 
most, went upon a bign stake, 
with 1 zxdou : | 
people. T | 
to have blood Sa in view: was 
ral aim, and was certainly the moat effettual 
way to harden the hearts oy the eee a 
to annihilate the rc 36s of moralitv. 
thus we are, cle: * NE © MES 72 
pot solely owing: to ee and d 
of a Tiberius, a a Caligula, : A Nero, or à Ca 
that wickednesss in their day wh 80 * Iver 175 
Had not the "whole e not- the neazant, , 
the soldier, the citizen, and the Se E u 25 well © 
48 the prince, been LOR? ** tagt ed. he: 505 BLOW | 
enormities of chose dene d 600 la eve 
| have been pe; . 8 fe? 


has been told by men; "who! have known n how to 
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by 20 Gir attention? to the na of: * 


understanding, more than ae enormities of 
the conduct ; and who have exhibited 2 


and condemned. But contemplate them, tor a 


lomo taking arms. for Ae In the di- 


Pers 1 by e e opponen hs 
proscriptions, and by bldodshed. | The usufper 


| endeavours to maintain his station by the most 
violent and prompt executions. He is OppoOs d, 
in his turn, by codipipucies and assassinations, in 
which+the-most re: ble citizens are ready te 


use the dagger.“ Now Lepidus gives up his bro | 


ther to the vengeance of his colleague; now An- 


tony consents to the: proscription of his unde. 


and now Augustus delivers up his Þ 
incomparable { Cicero. All the most sacred rights 


of nature are. violated in this dreadful- union: 


Three hundred senators, and above two thou- 


sand knights, are included in the terrible -cata- 


logue of death. A venerable man, even of the 
first order of nobility, begging to have the mites 
of burial after his death, Augustus replies, '« Tel 
him, he shall find a grave in Ng iltures' that 
ball devour him.“ e ' Yo „ 
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as objects of admiration; in the midst of actions 
which we feel ought to be universally abborrld 
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It is ill the best pldalaphy: W bet aich 
N us in che duties of our station: in 
what is due to ouns , and to the society we 
live. in; that the wise man n 
ad what all but: PADS — — . 

fore him. The art, therefore, that teaches ug 
to set dur opinions at variance with aur erpe· 
rience, is the art oft tormenting ourselves 
dexterity 3 our 5 | ot 
of life is FREY te e eng the | 
meanness and. grandeur of our State, we all feel 
too sensibly, to determine justly; every one, con- 
sequently, should be thoroughly satisfied he * 
bs quanrum: of each accurately assigned him.“ 
This is a convenient mode of summing ups 
question. But it is either extremely, profound, 
or Iam unconquerably dull; for I can make very 
little better of ĩt, than a yes and a no; very fairly 
entangled, if not incapable of separation. But, 
5 it really to be said, that the practical duties 
which the Christian religion enjoins, are such as 
are not agreeable to our natur L notions of God. 
and most perfective of the nature, and conducivo 
to the happiness and well being of men? Chris - 
tianity, AY even in this single respect, if in 
ann Mntaining egen, ne 


EM Material World. 
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e e sanctio df their fk; Kit e 
Aon i it to be the best scheme that has ever been 


et up in the vid, and on that ay any 
Worthy of the highest respect, ugh it monk 
gon no external Ae e a a. os may | 
COVE hellt, 7 * ons * 1 N whole 
Servat 

z0n a Lanes a But is it 100 — victi 


perstitious, to adore one God, and to have or 
other gods but him; to Serve him in purity; 
and in righteoysngss 3 and inoffeusively to prat* | 
tise those duties, which true wisdom teaches w 
be absolutely eszential to the harmony of soch 
If this be superstition, give me leave to a48k, whe: 
eee OE zerstitior 


bats —— — gb 
_ eos putabant, 8 85 . ceremonias inter 
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misumve solemne. And were not 
abundantly multiplied, lhat the in nimated pegs. 
le of Rome were said to be more nume 
than the animated? It is not worth while, indeecl, 
. xcriously to bring under review their, adulteron: 
thieying, - and libidinous Gvinities „ nor can I,, 
with any degree of gravity, ask you, if you can 
conceive it possible that a whole pation, copld ak, 


any time have offered its adorations to a goat, 8 


monkey, a cat, an onion, or à crocodile? But 
may be permitted to demand, if there be in the 
vhole range of Christian imbecility so monstrous 
a dereliction of. good: sense, as the Solemn-ob- , 


or the ue o Nation 
nim? Ke Lean of lein 4 2 lf VOL 
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| Extravagangigs of this natur are e. 
low notice. The contemptible, and endless 
catalogue, vou will easily; xecollect. 11 N N 
however, worthy: the attention... of mog 
pugners of Christianity, to be, in cons 
me what correct in their decisions an 
huntivs merit of, e eee, & | 
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beauty force, © or reasona leness, by: having: been ig 
FFF Hence fed 
it is as capable now of prevailing by its own'truth - thi 
and 4 as it was in 1 the list "ger. ry: * sta 
3 
* propocition of © Seriptries buen it 9 not 
: * sure, is not, I will conſess, as evident ag'a hav 
principle of geometry. And hence we have not at Sc 
_ always demonstration. But ini the doctrines of nate 
ve Saviour, we never fail to experience the gen- on t 
| and placid influence of eternal verity. Pure well 
ee is sound philosophy. It is right reason Perce 
aided by the sublimest maxims. It is virtue blou 
herself put in action. This is acknow edged the 7. 


even by the hostile Doctor Morgan. Chris- have 


 tiavity, says he, I take to be that most com- guish. 
plete. and perfect scheme of moral. truth and of m. 
righteousness, which was first r = tho the de 
world by Christ and his Apostles, aud from a futy 
them conveyed down to us under its own eri was a 
dence, of immutable rectitude, wisdom, and tion, 
reason. It is the revival of the religion of m- the life 
ture; and does not depend on miracles, or Lo” g0spel. 
phecies, or the sense and construction df an. Christ 
cient authors, who were full of mystery, and n un. believe 
intelligible : : it consists *in the inward, Spiritual then th 


the 
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the duties ak obligations of moral WEEN 5 

righteousness, in opposition to all the animal af. 
fections, and mere + bodily; appetites; and all 
this under the: me and en of Ins; 
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: Thugs it is this, 7 „ And will | 
not this, then, satisfy the. freethinkers? Children 
have a fable giyen them to read when: they are 
at school, eee the satyr, who Dient alters: 
nately hot and cold. Hear, then; the docte 
on the other side «6; the question; for he, as 
well as his brethren, as you must have all we 
perceived, claim the privilege of alternately 
blow ing hot and cold. Wben you throw out 
the religion of nature, says he, what C 1stianity 
| have you left; or what is Christianity, Ae 45 
guished from natural religion, or the obligations 
of moral truth and righteousness? Vou tell me 
the doctrine of the resurrection Ktn boch and 
a future, eternal state of happiness or misery, 
dus a peculiar principle.of-the ne Tevela-! 
tion, and that such was, strictly and properly, 
W and immortality rough W eee 8 
gospel. But, in answer, I say, this doctrin | 
Christ himself and the Apostles preached i it, was 
believed before, by all the Pharisees, Who were 

then the main Vu of the nation. It was be- 
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1 keved by thei Jews, om the e of - Rides 
-onfernporar with Loroastery and who 

; meer eee eee s four” hur _ 
years before the Messiah. n was believed by. 
the eastern Magi, who taught the unity of God; 
Kkewise, many hundred years before Zoroaster, 
All this is — proved in _ Hyde's 5 Book 
De Religione Veterum Porgaru Even © Chris 
= eee be came hot to 
set aside, or destroy the hw, or to introduce any 
new religgon ion; and St. Paul, his great wan 
5 the whole design of Christ's mission 
was to restore the old religion, eee 
Abrahamie riglitecusness, by which Abraham; | 
Noah, Enoch, and al eee the begin 


| — with wag in . — hs -but 
_ are 'we to Say of those who study, in R 
disbelieve ? It is an inconceivable p Westen 
anding. And what renders it Still 
| > extraordinary is, that there is not one of 
the Sa ale of these free · thinkers who does 
not furnish arguments, were eg ſow? * 
< ee ardec ed, 
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upon tees and most vnmerotfolly, Slagh- 
ing and ane the ugkappy 1 8 5 1 
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ulosophe i antiquity; 48 . 
have often repeated, differed : the 5 
ligioti alone has taught consistently. Kt. has | 
tavght, if I may be permitted again to may it, N 
better and nobler truths, and with" more car 
ness and authority, than Fae = ever. did. 
It is the telescope; 40 it we „ which brings to 
nearer view, _ sets in 4 fuller light, cose 
sublime verities, which the naked eye of reason 


could never del, and suffcientl) dem. 


It embracts, in the bands of love, the whole bu- 
man race, not only 6 every country, bit of every 
age. It is that which would prepare 1 - 
for those who now Sleep. in non- existence, and. 
for those future 3 with whom we shall 
| have no connec In a "word, it 18 that which 
inspires us with W. consolation to know, chat 
though life may habe been long enoug 5 
much personal a immediate evil, rather 8 
for much pewonal and immediate good, yet, 
| that at 6ur last moments we do not die l 
vol. VI. CCC 
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Thore id -n0) dignity. ff sou ο perfection n | 
nmitute, that is I not;{chetighed* by gits, genhinrr 
doctrints. They inspire, they Command ee 
thing iessentialo:tp the good of nimh 


dtabilityl of ahatacter wich- den JpJagkion- 
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biLetmoiman concave; then, j that there A | 
ahing forhidding in ;theo Christian charhfler 


andivitiual, das well an his icalle i, - 
city Tliey alohe give that conistenqg att! 


tixegtamptations in hig wah. acts with, Aid 
.uptightness, 4s if hochad tbe whiile{wdrig eg. 
tors of his conduct. He is not. gulletys hen 
;hangs about him, no melancholy aueteriayy. tend- 


Güminish the exertiom of active virtus, nh | 
All moral virrues it adds a, venerable and.auther- 


tative dignity. (It. rengers the virkuous;charte | 
ter more august: to the decorations aha pals, 
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ati] aint] the proſessi of: | 
creased the averzion of Julian for a Nb 
which opptesbecb the freedom or his nde lind 


cornpelled hin-to! hold a condtict repugnant i to 


| awith the ꝓroſession of ar. 
Piety 35 a8 le ontlenfbebiintgwaleur Bafebes 
the contraty augments iti iu the day of battlo, 
ite has been remarked?” gays:even W Hraben, 


that thoss Tearedi ther ehertiy the deastpobhb:. 


most feared the gods Wihiets iefIthe eue, 
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thropy, which it 3 fix pony by the Tres as 
the wholesom 122 the, bright, ud of its 


own chaste Alndba. But never. was ae | 


more futile attempt. To forgiving Christiar 


it owes the only trutha it is able to ae 


ward. To. Christianity, in the hour of its ste+ 
rility and need, it stretched forth its hands, and 


thence, as from the common source of all. t. 


drew forth those comforts, uhich ĩt would. in- 


ingly force the world to believe the et 5 
its O barren, eker. 858 15 tl 4 e | 


£4 Fo 8 Ns AL] 


« Oman,” nth Seeed ee 5 
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. Ho injuries, for vengeance eternises Htad, 
Do good to him who injures you, to sben 

the superior dignity of your own mind, and to 
make him your friend. Be discreet, temperate, 
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and chaste, for voluptuousness, intemperance, 


and excess, not only. destroy the frame, but 


injure the reputation. Be a good citizen, be · 
cause your country is necessary to your well- 


7 being, your security, and your pleaspres. Be pa- 


tient and obedient to lawful authority, because 


this i is necessary to the preservation of Society, 5 
and consequently to your own. Be obedi- - 
ent to the laws, because they are the dictates 


of the public will, to which your individual 


will must be Subordinate. Defend your coun- 


try, for it is that country, which renders you 
happy, and secures your property, and a 
that is most dear to you. In à word, be a 
Man. Be a being, sensible, and of reason. 
Be a faithful husband, a tender father, an equi 


table master, a zealous citizen. Labour to 


serve your country, and be assured, the 2 
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of only immortal distinction of man. 5 It 
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even by some been said, that man 18 oy dis. 
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than by reason; ; AS: Several brute creatures 1 
cover in their a 0 ions something like reason, but 
nothing | that | bears the least affinity to morality,“ 
This is 1 undoubtedly true; ; nor can 1 with 

any shadow of reason, be asserted, that the grace 
of 0d. in the Christian dispensation, . teleag 8 


men from the laws Xt nature. This, indeed, 


to picty and vittue. For, can there be Fo: 
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gression where there j is no law AG 
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1 was — reprehenslble, 1 | 
ness and resignation pg had a ding 
primitive e 1SCIPIES QT the gOSNEL, Were 1 
of the applause, at & f of the imitation of 
their successors. d These latter had contrafted = 
the insolent vices of prosperity, and the habit of © 
believing, that the saints alone were > entitled to 
reign over the eart 5b.“ Their ergy 7 were a lau. 
less tribe. They broke the e An. the m 
public manhefh and instigated others, to to, breal 
them, by popular i insurreCtions a 

rity of magistrates, and by tumults and 1 nots, 1 
which they insulted” the extabliched gion 
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the empire. | 'The' list of martyrs, hence, con- | 


it never x exited ?. . Has it not caused = 
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ung dern irdvertentty "betrayed b d peietits | 
deny transuübstantiation, absconded“ Bene, 


hearing of his father's danger: made his 
appearance; and wasburnt-alie, invtead-of beg 


the same reign; way Gelryered in the tmidet of the - 
flimes?' one of the guards matched the fast 
frötm che fire, put the thagitrate; who Atte 
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„These are all, rping and most deplorable | 


NOT nities, such as Christianity may — — 5 


ats; and had they. continned, it [might tes 
justly : baue, been said, it bad been better "thay | 
Christianity had, never: existed. But: m N 
not, in, some g respects, sau the same f 
ciety in general) For; because governmants-haye 

at times caused the blood: of mn tee, and 
that too on slight Ptevocgtions, Should. we. h . 
warranted in,saying,/ that it; would be better t 

the world were it unfettered; by goverment als 
together? The abuges of diba t rente 
be confounded with the we ou Mere 
ary. legislation, Because there bas been abune 45 
aan ſolly and falschoed inthe world, we ae | 
not to Say that there is neither truth nor wwisdom : 
in the world. Ancient frauds, or modern nt 
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trary, it was owing to the want of Christi ni 


Saviour and his Apostles invatiably tecottitpond, = 
; and:by the most awful sanctions enjvjn, rns - 
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impute the evils co 


partly by the . of man, N 3 ra by 2 6 


| i 8 Fumstances peculiar to times of ! Ne and 


ence ee! furious Passions, vhjustifiable 72 
and: horrid: massacres, disgraced Europe. "But: 


Vas this owing to Christianity? On tlie con- 
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Refer to the New Testament; produce fror 
if you can, a single passage that gi ves * 
nance to persecution or massacre. If you Ws | 
not 3 if, on the contrary, you find, that 


sion, justice, forbearance, forgiveness, meekness, ; 
mercy, and charity, declaring, that without ches 
virtues men are not Christians, be their profes: 
sions what they may; surely candour ought to 

lained of, not ti the 4 
ligion, itself, but to the depravity or folly 1 thow 
ene men; who have bern 8. 
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Christianity, that the pi 
rational, remote from all 
worthy of a God of infinite wisdom and-goodnex 
to require, and becoming the — tho 
reasonable nature to put; in e ee, | -ſecortpmes | 
hends, not only immediate | | 

wards God, but a diligent perſor 0 
lative duties, and the faithful discharge of the ya! 
nous offices incumbent upon us in civil and 
social life. It requires us, to bear with a noble 


fortitude, the greatest evils; but not rashiy tons! - 


pose ourselves to them, to inſlict them upon 
others, or to 2 unnecessarily upon our 
own Men, f 11121 Ply 0 11 218 Ts CHF 
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wer e upon earth, h he woulc 
not, it is allowed, stand in need of any plojeridug 
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form of worship. His would bean inward des» | 


votion. But, as a social animal; the:surest bond 
to bold the different members of gociety to their 
C repe@iye.duties,! ee eee — 

Even the Heathens for 


ciety could not oubsiat without it. Phutarch'+ 
| Stiles 


—— —ä— — 


[ 
|| 
1 
1 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CREE AD er eter re ayme>< =o ag 0 9 


— — OO OO 


——— INT 


E 1 10 L 8 _ a 1 | 
1 5 Ant e eee, Hadie: 
| benden al; ee IR: 2 wa 


| . 
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er wild and Soli tariff caves, ou eee 
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rapige-of such as were-weaker: than ithermelvel. 
5 . Pietate sublatd, frles etiam et societas iht 
9 ers, 0 unà excallentissima virtus justitia tel: ; | 
 - Utwid'% And hence, in addition 100, Such uff P 
Se 


avoidable eradlieation of good faith and gutes, 
the civil: law made: the abuse of religion 


: mon injury.. Religio contaminata ad ommihm id 
| pertinet iniuriam. ave ft 107 bod eve 
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I.,, then, to inform the understanding canto tha 
regulate the will, be lasting and diffuſive bene- "art; 
| Mts, what do we not o-We to unadulterate IChris- bets 
Aianity? Its respectable ministers areb tt - Bol 
AJasophers, their churches are their schoolz, and | the 
their setmons are thoir lectures. How wduldtbe heac 

| Hearts of Socrates and Tully have tejdiced,7hat ther 
they lived in a nation, where the law had müde othe 
provision : for philoscphers to read lagtures lf all ti 
M day ins- coul 
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n to be present foratheir genera] = 

| improvement 1 And+how!-culpable'towards: the 

Heat indemafanj YE APRN eee ha : 

feat the purpore- —— 5 

emember the remark: | 

of Ae e dane iN | 

he to Aristotle; in one of his letters, duringths 

Persian conquests,5 to publizh your Bobkynf - 
Select Knowledge pofor what is there folg in S 


every body ? Fa or my 0 own u pargnd dleclarer th TY, 

you, I would rather excel others in e 
than in powleeff3obou If tro O hf 
104 ili bus gf de lin, ors 8 1 
Aff. Thenohutcnchas bonn lin every age / au | 255 
Baie an hydra; such ai mongterais 
hy, 2 with e en 
j der twiag As: fasbras ents euroff 
all the violence employed;toereate am apparent, 
could never create 4 real, o uniformityail ne 


1 Plutarch⸗ Aulus Gulliug, | 


. be 5 justice of their arms? 
| Auma then against the sentiments of amariity 
oY The eee nh N howst 


The e 0 8 Sophiciny: of — . 
deed, have been every where abused. It has 
been made a ladder of ambition by churchmen, 
and an engine of government by statesmen; 

and though by its moral inffuence it has 
strengthened the bonds of society, yet has its 
spirit been depressed and weighed down by the 
earthly principles of every civil institution. K 
| hath been well said, Let us not humanize God 3 
let us not measure his perfections by ours, much 
less ascribe to him, under the notion of justice, 
what would be cruelty i in man. For is it not too 
= frequently seen, that we bring down the Divinity 
5 _ to our. own level, 1 measure his pro- 
8 e . . 
| 1 . | 


ay man should shut his eyes 


misguided men hath coe 
blood. What thousands w 
the single word consubstant 
"ne for me polio of of image A 
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mary atrocities in the massacre of Trel 
merciless destruction among the Mexic: 
other Indians ! And, last, but not least of all, | 
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But Wan nbt accuse: ade igion, „bene Chris 
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barism of unenlightened humanity. 1e is boy 8 5 | 7 


easy matter to divest Ph Keeper of the keys of 
vol. v.. en, 


| Yet ee not to be stigmatized, because 
contrary to its express tenets, its professors have 
* been vicious and abandoned. Nature, now and 
then, we know, casts forth monsters. Thede- 
ments generate earthquakes, pestilences, and. 
plagues. But the beauty of the one harmonized 
and perfect whole, is not indelibly and irrepara-· 
bly effaced by the mischiefs of any casual disaster. 
The eulogium of the Christian religion is 
to be read in the universal adoption, or the tacit 
confession of the most enlightened people of * 
world. ack is not This sufficient?! : 5 5 A 
- But, Passing n the guoviter in nal to [the : 
| fortiter i in re, the latitudinarian declares all those 
who are for positive precepts in religion, to be 4 
thing more nor less than demonists. Nay, he 
represents divines, in all ages, as, for the most 
part, mortal enemies to the. exercise of reason, 
and even considerably below brutes. Those 
who acknowledge the divine authority of the 
Christian religion, as taught in the * ew Texts 
ment, says the moral philosopher, are Christian 
= es, undet an inevitable IN of think 
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te most honest among them, must be consi- 
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bitorical, politicnl clerical,” and mechanical ot 
faith and religion. | Even, the very ablest, and 


dered as disqualified for fair reasoning by their | 


prejudices. Bolingbroke, again, Rn me. 


taphysical divines and * philosopher 
ing wandered many hundred years in imagi- 


nary light, but all the time in real darkness. He 5 


frequently charges them with blas 


with having staggered about, and jostled one ans 
other, i in their dreams. Of the ancient fathers; 


«ys he, the greatest of them were unfit to write 
or peak on any subject that required closeness 0 


of reasoning, an evangelical candour, or even 
common ingenuousness. And of the more mo- 


dem divines, he | aserts, that they have been 


merely declaimers; who have had little respe& 


for their readers; who have been hired to defend 


the Christian system; and who have sought no- 
thing more than the honour of the gern, by 
_ the lait word | in e . 5 
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diene essential utility to point out Gin errors, 

1 950 lest the authority of great hamesshould" lead men 

| from truth. But how canwe consistently reconcile 
the moderate demeanbur even ofa Hume (ﬆigma- | 
tized by hitnself, indeed, as an idle dialectician 
to his expressions, hop,” conclading” his Exzay 
with plaudits of his ohn performance, he think 


or disguised enemies, to the Christian religion, who 7 
would undertake to defend it by the eber 
human reason py racks; Our most holy religion, | 
Says he, is founded on faith, not on hat, ; 
and it is a sure method to expose Is to put it to ; 
the t trial Vo I e * 5 1 . | 
«Our e u oni pie l ave a war- 2 n 
e in disdaining to be chained to the fallible | 
5 opinions of any set of men whatever. But al- 
though good sense may be a very respectible 
evangelist, it is surely not quite right to un unge : 
us altogether. As long as tô them it shall em i 
meet, let them, in the name of peace; be the ; l 
echoes of the Lyceum and the Portico; the erv- | ) 
dite renovators of systems which have all pe ished : 
from insufficiency. But why, in common chi- 
rity, will they not let unpresuming Christians . ; 
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ties, and thankfully to employ its pure morality. 5 


Are these men themselves inspired ? Or must we 


believe, that their intellect has been peculiarly e de- : 

puted to earth by the Lord of the Universe? * 
Would it not be really too much, to grant them 
What they refuse to the Son of God? Moreover, 
where are the extraordinary and visible signs of 
dee, and 


their humility, their ehaxity, their patie 
their disinterestedness ? But they are. honest men, 
we are told, and they, are benevolent and up- 
right in their dealings. They are neither stimu. 


| lated by pride, by ambition, nor by vanity. All 
this I have nothing to do with; and Iknow very 


well, that a bad cause derives no uy ury from 
the virtues of ü its advocate. | 


or TY 


But what" am * 19 think of men, who Seem to 


mil at Christianity merely on account of its mani- 
fold perfections? And here do not impute to ; 


me, I beseech you, a degree of vehemence be- 
yond the occasion. T here js, at all times, you 
may confidently believe me, serious danger to 
be apprehended from writings, which throw out 
contemptuous ins inwations against Christianity, as 


if it could not bear the light, or stand the test 


ol an impartial i inquiry ; ; and as if every man of 
5ense, who examines into first principles without 
N 3 


_ prejudice, | 


* . 
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among those, who, without auy uncommon abi 
lities, and without g giving themselves the t ouble 
of much thinking, would pass for persons of ex- 

traordinar e who are raised above 
vulgar pn ju Ma dangerous to let love 
the multitude, ble in the best things, it wa 
long a favourite maxim among Phil Soph 
to enlighten them too much, as it was really im- 
possible to enlighten them sufficiently. Among 


these, there are particulafly three sorts of people, 


concerning whom- it is very doubtful whether 


they can ever be instructed: these are, the pre 


judiced, who always reason falsely; ; the ignorant 
herd, who cannot reason at all; and the incredu- 
lous, who doubt and contradict every princip 


even the most evident. In fact, the cue | 


of reason is an arduous task ; and hence men of 


lively fancy, finding it easier to follow the im- 


pulse of passion than the dictates of reason, en- 


deavour to persuade themselves and others, that 


passion is still more natural than reason. He ö 


a narrow-minded bigot, 1 will allow you, who 


judges of men and things, merely from the con- 
tracted principles of his own se&t. | But What is 
| he, on the other band, let me ask you, whoy/in 


a 


_ 
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paxession of general principles, 
condemnation. on the, same poten ee inder 


Kale? It is a blessing, undoubtedly, that e 


vill think. It 3 ver Fog thaeks: ho indo- 
rest like a aue in a Pant og that's 
tuous habits at le: 
has shackled them with, should supply its place, 
These must, however, be une quiyocaliy ne 
ene ly and must decidedly heat 
1— nah of the Capinion, resp. mankir 
But, wisdom, virtue, morality, and all ge rag 
est hopes of man, both here and hereafter, out of 
the question, were authority, and authority alone, 
to decide the cause, let us see how it would 
stand. It were easy to produce, on the side of 
Christianity, in the first instance, an unequalled 
number of great names, whcse learning and good 
zense, and eminent merit, are universally;aoknow- 
ledged. I will not, indeed, include among them 
any of the clergy, because they may, perhaps, 


be excepted against as interested men; although, | 


if extensive learning and knowledge; if great can- 
dour and probity ef manners; or if strength of 


understanding, and elegance of taste in polite 


literature, might recommend them as fit to 
judge in these matters, many of them might be 


„„ named, 


east, which the neon of others 


\ 
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same objection, to mention the illustrious cha · 
racters who have either professedly written in de- 
fence of Christianity, or who have, in their writ- 
dings, Shewn an high esteem and veneration for 
Christianity. Of foreigners, among a multitude 
that might be referred to, I shall merely take no- 
tice of Du Plessis Mornay, W'ho was both a wise 
statesman, and an eminently! learned man; the 
celebrated Pascal, one of the finest writers and 


greatest geniuses of the last age; the illustrious 


Grotius, not easily to be paralleled for force and 
extent of ability, as well as for variety of erudi- 


tion; those great men, Puffendorf and Span- 


heim z the former deservedly admired for his 
great knowledge of the law of nature and nations; 
the latter, peculiarly eminent for his accurate 


knowledge and refined taste in the polite parts 


of learning. 'Those, indeed, who may be deeme 


our contemporaries, have at times already occur- 5 


red to us 3 and erer them I shall be silent. 


But I cannot omit pointing out to. you a few of 


the distinguished ornaments of our oyn nation; 


such as Bacon, Selden, Hale, Boyle, LO 


Newton, eee Co 
. ee Al. 1 81 10 15 
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these respedts, n render. Fs; nah 
to any proſession- But it cannot be liable to the 
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Does à man, then; „ e en ee 
delusion, when he would weigh with attention 
the arguments which could havestruck convic-- 
tion into such powerful understanding Or are 


such sublime geniuses, the very cbnỹemptible 


reasoners whom free-thinkers would::tdachous ter 
consider as prejudiced; »uninformeds disquialified- 
for discrimination; and deficient in .pempicacitÞ 
and judgment ? Intemperate mem addebd;rmayt 
rail; and indecent men may abuse; but, believe = 
me, a sensible and an humble Christian; Wh 
has sufficient opportunities of infôrmning 
mind, and is well disposed to improve them; wih 
feel no discredit in being ranked as the follower 
of the best heads, and the worthiest hearts g a 
the contented and unpresuming imitator uf those 
who could be satisfied to explain what theyrun? 
derstood, to adore what they» understood noty 
and to leave in mystery all that en "on | 
apostles have en ti to leave S OMA 
A „ "3 
A religion, founded ohh the ben af: 0 di- 
vine mission, and confirmed by prophecies and 
miracles, indisputably appeals to facts ; and tha 
facts must be proved, as all other fits, that pass 
for authentic, are proved. If they he proved, 
the religion will prevail without the assistance of 
eie or . ; if 18 be not proved, the 
I 4 Ta. authority 
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— tinkrid the eeeldchat 


peedily be wiped from the face of the 


The best and wisest men, in all ages, 8 


ways recommended, in this manner, à calm at- 
tention and sobriety of mind, and a disposition 
towards a cool and impartial examination and in- 


ak truth. 


A 


- Shafeobury, however, in 
not in the most decorous way, commends the 
poetical parts of Scripture, as he calls them, Job, 
the Psalms, and Proverbs, and says, they ate 


full of humorous discourses, and jocular wit. The 
sacred writers, says he, had invariably recount 


to pleasantry and diversion, as the proper means 


to promote religion, and the only way to 


strengthen the established faith. And what, in- 
deed, is amusing to the highest pitch of luxury, 
continues he, is the sharp, witty, and humo- 


ç Tous discourses of our Saviour.” Or, if they 
are to be surpassed, it is only by the certain 

* Air of festivity with which he did his miracles ; | 
the very recital of which is sufficient to move 
1 in a most pleasant manner.” “ What Was 
laughter to this unthinking peer, however, has 
Veen ern to mil ons.” The ridicule” "Tall; in 4 


\ 1 
* 


Characteristics. a 


quiry, as _ w_ me wort ot 1. eee 


40 most airy, wats | 
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deed, innoxious, when considwed by intelligent 
and thinking men; but, impressed upon harm 


less, unsuspecting, and uninformed minds, it un- 


happily has the faculty of creating contempt, 
and of establishing a disregard to things of un- 
Pęeakable benefit and importance. Too many 


instances, in every quarter, present themselves, 


of persons, who have been laughed out of their 

religion, their honesty, and virtue. Weak and 
unstable understandings have even been driven 
into atheism, profanation, and vice, by the force 
of ridicule ; nay, many have been made ashamed 

of that, which they otherwise would have esteemed 
their greatest and their most permanent glory. 


The principle, however, upon which this 
elegant and subtle, but inconsequent writer, hath 
reared his faulty edifice, is, that ** false earnest 
is ridiculed ;, but that the false jest passes se- 
cure.“ And thus, says he, I cannot conceive 
how any man can be laughed out of his wits, 
though it is possible, some may have been 
trightened out of their wits.” The noble Lord, 
notwithstanding, did not conclude with the 
soundness of philosophy, when he ventured to 
advance such extraordinary positions. Nor did 
he, it should seem, advert even to the sugges- 
tions of common sense, which from daily obser- 
2 „ 8 Win, 


: | tian Voltaire. | Believing in no eternal Providence, 


pinions, nor would fear even to perch on the 
s&ptre of Jupiter, or to ben in their N 


clusions that can be generally admitted. 
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vation, would have instructed him differeh 12 
But I need go no farther for his rep tation um 
to his own expositor, to his votary, his pious 

elẽ ve, the unintimidatecl and lively Antie s- 


equently carping at religion, yet this 
encering philosopher built, at Ferney, a church 
for the benefit of the humble believer; and over 
its portal he wrote, as Jou my recollect, "Dis 
| erexil e ef 


EICY 3 
2 . 


Free-thinkers, Al ears, IR or «i 
At men of sense, as they are Pleased to' call 
themselves, existing, may look upon the Chris- 
tian, as the swan of the ancient poets was con- 
sidered, who could rise to the clouds on downy 
wings, and sing a sweet, but gentle and plain- 


tive note of thanksgiving ; while they, as eagles, | 
would soar to the skies on bold and Sounding 


* n, of the . 
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on all occasions it has 10 been Feld 
true, that the mind * must be well furnished with 
elementary ideas, before it can bring forth con- 


kinds of useful abetrattion must result Cori ex- 
periener 


— 
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petience, and from deductions unequivocally 
made. And, therefore, it 5 but justice in us to | 
be grateful to those from whom we. have bor: 
rowed those essential lights, « of which even 2 


we should otherwise feel the want, notwithstar 


ing our extended information. And on thi 
ground it is that, we, with pride. and | satisfaQion, | 


Should look back on that source from, which we 
have in reality derived our best instruction. Our 
forefathers, previous to the dawn of Christianity, 
turned, we know, from necessity to the tradition- 


ary tale, or to the song of the bard, far the ar- 


ticles of. their belief. But the Christian creed 
comes to us in that unquestionable shape, that „* 
instantly and universally accords | with the first 
sentiments of the human heart, without any 
foreign ; ad. „ 


's 
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0 Enthusiam Ry RS: up. ol; and. enthusiagm. 
built up new Rome,” says Warburton, 5 Pro- 
fane history tells us, that when the city had, not 


„ 


ax miles of dominion beyond its walls, it indul- 


8 a 


ged the dream of universal monarchy. And we 


learn from ecclesiastical history also,. that when 
the jurisdiction of the bishops of Rome ex, 


tended n not beyond a mall | diocese, they yet FFF 


tertained the celestial vision 1 2 f 
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This is true. But the Apostles a 
propagators of Christianity, did not set this ex. 
ample to the bishops z nor did they, as L hae 
before noticed, like Romulus, open an, Sylum. 
for debtors, thieves, and murderers; for they 
had not the same means, even if they had 
possessed the inclination, to secure their ad. 
| herents from the grasp of civil authority. They 
did not persuade men to abandon the temples 
af the gods, because they could there obtain no 
expiation for their guilt; for every degree of 
guilt was expiated there with infinite facility; 
and every vice was practised without remorse of | 
private conscience, if I might not even venture 
to say, with the en sanction of {pb * 
| a | f 
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Of the Apostolic ministry, eee 1 han | 
already spoken. But the missionaries, the sub · 
sequent expounders of the gospel, says Mr. Gib- 

bon, © after the example of their Divine Mas- 
ter, addressed themselves, at all times, to men, 
and especially to women, oppressed by the consci- 
pt get and very often by the effects, of their 
Now is this not an unparalleled, and 
| a perversion of historic truth? The 805 
pel was not preached in single houses, or obscure 


villages; not in Subterrancous caves, Or impure 
brothels; , 


rbb 
N 
* 1 


brothels ; not in lazars or prisons, but in the ; 


Synagogues, and in the temples, in the streets, 
and in the market places of the great capitals of 


the Roman world.“ But it is with some writers | 


too common a practice, 1nvidiously to detract 


from that merit, which has rendered great and 
disinterested characters, objects of ee to 
their r fellow-creatures. 7 8765 OP | 


45 1 


true, be supported in adversity as well as in pro- 


sperity. But as the first is much more difficult 
than the latter, it is surely upon that account 
more admirable. Perils and misfortunes are not 


only the proper school of heroism, they are the 
only proper theatre which can exhibit its virtues 
to advantage, and draw upon it the full applause 


of the wise and good. Can there be shame in 
that distress, which is brought upon men without 
any fault of their own, and in which they behave 
with firmness, and unsullied integrity? The ge- 


nerous mind cannot but exultingly admire, even 


in contemplation, those vanquished difficulties; 

in which, from no rashness of their own, the un- 
fortunate have been involved. How gratefully. - | 
will he adore the bounty of the Divine Being; 
who could endue them with virtues, 50 suitable 


Bishop Watson. 
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The noblest propriety of 8 may, it is 
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do their eden; -* ane ** wa : nleatut \ 


they have had temperance given them, to refrain 
from it; were it pain, they have had constaney 


given them to bear it; were it danger or death; 


they have had magnanimity 1 — 
_ to deapine 1 it. 

n upright. and a determined * never 
complains of the destiny of Providence, nor 


thinks the tiniverse in confasion, though he be 


but of order himself. He does not look upon 
; himself, according to what self. ore would sug - 
gest, as a whole, separated and detached from 
every other part of nature, to be taken cate of 


by itself, and for itself. He regards himself in | 


the light, in which he imagines the Laar Ruler 
of human nature, and of the world, regard 
He enters, if I may say so, into the sentimens 


of that Divine Being, and considers himself as an 


atom, a particle of an immense and infinite $ys- 
tem, which must, and ought to be disposec 
according to the conveniency of the whole. 


Assured of the wisdom which directs all the events 


of human life, whatever lot befals him, he ae- 


cepts it with joy, satisfied that, if he had 


known all the connections, and dependencies of 
the different parts of the universe, it is the very 
lot which he himself would have wished for: if 


m tad Er, ; further ocean for 

his pregence! eee rut where he 
ar Nine got crawl a; en eee 

„ eie hr; 2 ut tt att fun 
"thy the primitive Christian missionary, Pong 
fore, we may. contemplate the greatest resolution 
productiye atpthe most assiduous and painful 
 exertions4,, Im pressed by the, deepest Sense of 
duty, and eager to diffuse that divine light of 
reyelatioDs Which, burned with undiminished 
heat ip, his mn breast, hee. disengaged himself 
from the strong att: nts. to his native coun- 
nd went, forth to convert an idolatrous 
- world, As his life WAS devoted to the interests 
ol his religion; all the causes by which its pains 
are aggravated, or its continuance shortened, 
were stripped of their terror. | His imagination 
presented iito him the scourge, the rack, and 
the oross; yet. was, his resolution unshaken by 
the apprehensions of persecution and death. At 
the loud and solemn calls of duty, he was loos- 
ened even from the ties of oonsanguinity ; and 
with a spirit elevated above common mortality, 
he suffered principle to predominate. over affec- 
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tion, turned aside from the tears of friendship, | 
and was eyen deaf to the tender supplications of 
 VOLo VE 3d EB 4s Rn 
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love. The »dright object of ig 10! WS We 


not the / harren praise of —— but 
the crown: of immortal happiness- Theidanger 
of, travel, the precariousness of subsistenec 
perfidy of pretended friends, and the winkels 60 


open enemies, were, in his estimation no moe 


than light afffictions, which endure for à m 


ment. Lost in the solitude of the wil rnets, en-. 


posed to the tempests of the ocean, or assalled 
by the outrage of the multitude, he was not 


dener and ane a the e ti | 


Pati 


sap che HOW of the: on, os heard the bs 58 


of the vulgar. He proclaimed, with the un- 


shaken confidence of truth, the wondrous tid- 


ings of the new dispensation, and exhorted a 
guilty race to repentance and amendment. Elate 
with the accomplishment of his pious task, in 


bringing many sheep to the fold of Christ, he 
gloried amid the flames of nen und 


RGA out his Soul with } 2 


e * to the little Ege 


self, which would always repose in the voluptu - 
ous lap of luxury, and, heroically disdainful of 


the fate of its fellow-creatures, would never in- 


| | tet 
A. Nett. 


X?XOVI. „ 


5 terrupt the — of the „uianl⸗ oblkvia ef 


1e.* But can the greatest unbelievers deily; ht 


3 has been civilized and enlightened, by 
the missionaries wlio are thus traduced ? Or can 
the classical Pyrrhonist deny, that not ny 
the Romans, but the very conguerers of the 
Romans, have each of them been indebted ifi 

gratitude to the ame harttionizing source P Let 
us, however, pay some attention to the cf, 
institutions of C Christianity; and from! them we 
hall, perhaps; be able to gather up something 
satisfactory towards the decision of this ques- 
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CHRISTIANITY constantly addreses us 
as men, rarely as citizens; the only, duty 1 it re · 
quires of us under that character, is submission 1881 
to the governing power in general ; it prescribes | 
no rule for our political conduct. The fist 


Christians saw that their religion was not of this | 
world, and refused to have any concern with 4 
public affairs, unless in obedience, They in- | 
quired not into the rights of those who ruled, N 
nor of their own to liberty; and wished for no- i 
thing, but to pass through this life unincumber- c 
ed with its business, and well prepared for a bet · ] 
ter. So long as they were a small sect, dissent- * 
ing from the religions of the countries in which t 
they lived, this inoffensive conduct was easilß U 
preserved; but when their doctrines became al- 5 
most universal, these principles of inactivity were fe 
no longer tenable, without the total dissolution 15 
ef all order; n if no man would govern, there st 


could 
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el them to be a part; and this 00a 
awakened ambition and love of power, those 


passions 80 natural to the human heart, and in- 


duced them to seize the whole; Christianity 


was thus established; in consequence, corrupted; 
and little of it Shortly remained, was, nh "_ | 


na. I 


To this opinion of the incompatibility of 
Christianity with the occupations and custonis 
of the world, were many of those numerous mo- 
nastic institutions, which every where accompa- 
nied its progress, indebted for their origin: in- 
stitutions, at first certainly favourable to the ge- 
nuine and unpresuming spirit of Christianity; 
and which, had they been confined to those few, 
who were capable of employing solitude to ad- 
vantage, would undoubtedly have been condu- 
cire to the practice of every Christian virtue. 
But as all men were indiscriminately admitted, 
who pretended to sanctity, or who mistook en- 
thusiasm for piety, and alienation from the 
world for the love of God; they could not fail; 
very soon, to become little better than retreats 
for discontent and indolence, or rather semina- 
lies of superstition and prejudice, Yet, notwith- 
| standing, they had not unfrequently, within 
O 3 TE their 


and of devotion and charity,caniod tothe 3 
est perfection; and even mee of science, 


who have scarcely been on: Ve Hoe) Orble 

203 7d; Ae % Hol hai h 
| ee which, fell; parti 
cullatly bard upon Egypt, gave the first Ocasign 
tod the rise of this perversion of Christianity, 
which, from small beginnings, extended itself 
over the Whole Christian world. 1 call it a per- 
version, begause it induced the: belief of the pa- 
ramount merit of bodily austerities, and ex- 
cluded human beings from the common 


and emoyments of life, enjoining celibagy, und | 


placing men in all respects, as far removed as 


the rd. Nothing of this kind Was ever pfer 
scribed by Christ or the Apostles. Every person 
is y them s 2PPOS dito live in society. .Celibacy, 
| indeed, is recor 


lere 10 


spoken of in the Scripture as hono 
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The. first hermits were men Who, hade hren 
driven by persecution to a distance from gitics;" 
and / being obliged to conceal themstlvesſ in dev. 


t a&83ble from the most innocent commerce with 5 


imer led by the, Apostle Faul, | 
but only for , prudential reasons, as $ybjeRting| 
men to less inconveniencies, in time ef difficulty, - 
and persecution., The state of marriage isalways, 


same light as martyrs and confessors; and such 
_— chem r 


Bus eU SL! i e vor. noni! 


bee 7 
transferred to those who had . chogen-the»30ciety: 


of these original hermits 3 who relieved their 
wants in their rigid mode of life; and who ulti · 
mately were induced to adopt thi aatne regimen 
themselves. Every thitg which tendec to ir- 
concile the sul to its material tabernacles x 


etsunl indulgenees of all kinds, even those which! 
had always been deemed amoffensive;' was eee 


carefully avoided. Whatever tended te mortiſy 


the body, Bi the contrary, was conceiveditq he- 
for the advantage of the soul; and the state- 
nearest to this ideal perfection was thought to 
be that in which life could be supported with 
the fewest 'enjoyments,: or corporeal j gratiioa . 
tions. In all-chis) 3 followed. 
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5 . 
Source of intelligence, and in which they ex- 
5 pected to be absorbed, alter undergo 


en . were at h tormed into soc 

ties, they ordinances, fired a disci- 
pline, and n themselves by poitine, get no. 

some of your Abbey excursions, you must haye 
remarked this in its most striking form. Jen 
not certain, however, that eee nformed (and 

an instance from « our on C country, wall ene our 
common — law did not suffer those mo- 

| euch 


ordinary might grant administration to his next 


kin, as if he were a dead intestate. And 


such executors and ne das the same 


power, and might bring the same actions for 
debts due to the religious, and v were e to the 
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3 their injustice.“ It appears, also, that che, 


Every indulgence was shewn to the violent and 


115 "75 


consubsrantialisrs were driven 5 be 7 


5 councils and creeds, differing each other 


I 335 it 0 11 q & i 6 l Otet Ji 5 210 ya 50858 
Letters on 8 7 Spelman's Councils, 
£32 BF2 4 | 
2 1 Gibbon, 
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fn 


with the approbation of those who. had felt 


12 


gheir oppresion, and bad loudly complained, of 


of Constantine led. him, most disastrou , dy, to. 
3 SRI to the Jey- : Fe. 4 


ang 4 


4 157} 4 3 $7 $4 . 2 phy * 15 þ . 


"The. Sons _ Ns again, went Mill 
greater lengrhs. in the, abolition. of the freedom ; 
of religious opinion. The pretences for rapine 
and oppression were, under them, multiplieg 5 


I behaviour of those of their o way of 5 
t hinking; every doubt was explaingd 12 5 
divadvantage of the opposite ects 3% simple | 

viations were made capital .crimes z. and 
105 demolition, of the temples. of heresy Wa 
ee as one of the auspicious, Events. of 
the reign i of Constans and Constantivs, t, „The 
In nod of Antioch, in the like spirit, Was 60 n 
vened by Constantius, by whose Wet the 


29 Fc riehe 
Word consubsrantial Was omitted, and all 


fs e [ 190087 
churches : and cities. "The ecclesiastica IStor 
$7825 2 23201 


be 7 ro 16511 
in. short, of 1 this ra, is nothing g but a series f 
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of bichops' deposing, cenguring, and: ahathema: 
tizing their adversaries; ; and of such reciprocal 
cruelties, when either party was invested with 
power, as made the philosophic Julian Say 'of 
them, that Beasts were not $0 oruel to men, as 
the generality of Christians were to each othet. 
And this was, perhaps, but too literally the 
case; for Gregory Nazianzen emphatically la- 
ments, © that the kingdom of heaven was con- 
verted by discord into an image of chaos, a noc- 
turnal tempest, a hell itself, . ; 1 We 
The bst bishops and bete ciatthed GC 
at once, however, of power by Julian, t the re- 
$torer of Paganism, were turbulent and $editious | 
(nor was it much to be wondered at) during his 
administration. But his prudence, we Are ns 
at last brought them into tolerable order. 
the commencement of his reign, indeed, be pf Fig Bo 
blished an edit, by which he extended to al 
the inhabitants of the Roman world, the bene- 
fits of a free and qual toleration. He even 
caused the Christian disputants t to come into his | 
Presence, and personally assured them, that ph 
one Should exercise his religion, without moles- 
tation, provided he did not disturb the public 
Peace by bis 50 T he bishops and eccle- 
e duties, 
Ammianus. agg, 97 Orat. i. Tillemont. 
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Siastics, 1 we are gien to understar 
were ungoyernable ; insomuch, that in its of 
itself, they did at last irritate the emperor's Pi- 
rit, and awaken his. resentment.“ The conse- 
quence was, that he deprived them of all the 


5 immunities, honours, and revenues granted? to to 
them by Constantine; that he abrogated the 


laws, made in their favour; that he ordered them 
to be enlisted as soldiers; that he even went 80 
far as to issue an edict, that no Christian should 
bear any office in the army, nor have any con- 
cern in the distribution or management of the 
public revenues ; that he prohibited the instruc- 


tion of the children of Christians in the . Grecian 
language and learning; f and that he would hate 


proceeded. to still farther extremities with ther 
had he returned victorious nn the Persian ex- 
7 g FFF 
| N > tea Au Tr tha 

+ one g of the kn edicts of this, neu 5 
- thel@s, very much admired and philosophi em- 
peror, he announces, in the genuine spirit of per 
secution, that . frantic patients, such as the 
Christians, were only to be cured by. ,salutaty' 
violence. Tet with all his efforts, he could. 
not cexinguih 6 the ere of Knete Münte 


e Gibbon. f Socrates iii. 
t Theodoret, lib. iii. cap. ast] 7 
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5 enthusiasm of an enraged: bigot, he wWas den te 
stretch over them the utmost extent of his un- 
bounded prerogative. But still the fanaties, or, 
as he called them, the Galileans, who were con- 
temptible to men, and odious to the gods, were 
not to be driven from their Persuasion: nor was 
the givinity of truth to be eradicated by the 
power of the most formidable potentate then 
upon earth. | Jovian, his successor, indeed, took 
the opposite line. He restored Christianity; 
for he hated contention, he said, and loved" 
only those who o stucked pence „* > PETE a 


3 


It would be ci . we any futber t to 

| plunge into this ecclesiastical labyrinth. It is an 
unfathomable gulph, filled with absurdities, and 
abounding in contradiction: Nay, the ignorance; 
(and why should ut be concealed?)—the credulity;'! 


or dishonesty of Christians, in the fourth and ” 


fifth centuries, -are evident, in innumerable in- 

stances, and particularly in this | circumstance;/' 
that writers of those ages have attested mi- 
racles, which they either knew to be false or 
ployed, for example, to serve the cause of the 
consubstantialists, and to depress the Arians; 

and ee when Nee. and Pe- 


4 „ + c 8  Jagjanism, 
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Th the matey wer een, "__ 
assist in establishing the n bs Saints, an 


1 of his p | rener and an USU Jer. 
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relics ; and to recommend the monastic life, as 
above all em the most 9 05 and . mostar· 


5 Ne g to! heaven. 


The blindness, ag 1 G of delete 


these times were, it is not to be denied, 50 great, 
that miracles and portents, collected even out 
of Ovid and Livy, and other Pagan poets and 
historians, were accommodated with facilit | 
the Christian _— and Saints. Nor won | 
mankind now,” says Dr. Fortin, « be fe ri 
rejecting these counterfeited minds if they 


A of 


only considered how soon the notion gained 
admittance, that it was lawful a even merito- 


rious, to advance falschoods on behalf of af 


vourite religious principle. Maximus, thay * 


4. 
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Zeno, t the Greek emperor, to \Goricr in a Ces. | 
tion of persecution.z and the Goths at all times : 
abstained from forcing} the consciences of their Te 
subjects. The mischiefs, howeyer, among others, Ei 
which arose from what can now. only be cons- 
dered as a subject of ridicule, the pictures, n 


ages, and statues of martyrs, Saints, and angels, 
and their occasional. disgrace, and downfal, "are | 
not to be enumerated, Pope, Gregory II. as one 
instance, in the close of a letter to the Einperor 
Leo, in which he asserts the perpetual use of 
images from the apostolic age, and their vene. 
nile presence in the six nods of the Catholic 
church, has these words : 755 Abandon your Lash 
and fatal enterprize ; ;" reflect, tremhle, and ter 
pent. If you persist, we, are incogent.of Bo 
blood, that will be Pilt ; in the contest. "May i it 
fall on your own head.” Leo 8 son, and SUCCESSOT, | 
inherited, i Possible, more than bis father” 'S Zeal 5 
against the worship of 1 images, and called a coun- 255 
cil at Constantinople, to extirpate the abomina- ; 
tion altogether, , Ihe bishops met, to the nun 8 
ber of three hundred and thirty-cight, and aft alte ; 
considering the doctrines of Scripture, apd the | 
opinions of the fathers, and closely deliberating 
tor the space of six months, at length ultimatelß 
decreed, 5 That « ey very image, 'of cAfs eve f ma- 
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terials ine; und formed by an bt thouldhe 
cast out of the Christian church, a8 strange 
| and abominable thing: adding an anathema 
v pon all such as should make i images or pictures, 
e or representations of God, or of Obrist, op of | 
the Virgin Mary, or of any of the saints; con. 5 
demning the whole, as a vain and diaboliel 
invention; and deposing all bishops, ad 
subjecting to rigorous penalties all monks and 
orders of men, who' should set vp hs od ; 
e private. RT: 
We bishop 5 Rothe, 0 ar thing : 
4 a different point of view. He, in opposi- 
tion, assembled another council in the Latenn 
church at Rome, where he abrogated all these 
decrees, and even deposed all who had been 
ondained bishops by the impious emperom of 
Constantinople. He directed the immediate 
and unconditional restoration of statues 4 
images, and anathematized the execrable and 
pernicious synod of his adversaries; and among 
others, fulminated this notable example of infal- 
lible reasoning ; © That if it were lawful for 
emperors, and those who had deserved well of 
the commonwealth, to have their images eredted, 


but not Hut to Set 25 toe * God, the 
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condition of the immortal God, would be wore 
than that of men.” Almost the whole earth,” i 
in a word, saw few succeeding reigns distracted 5 
by the violent : 


the breakers of images. 3 1 8 
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500 after the Ns. wars Stink tut 


| Pompey, the Haruspices ordered the temple, 23 
Isis and Osiris to be demolished ; but after ce 


death of Cæsar, it was restored at the public ex. 
pence, When Augustus was in Egypt, although _ 


| he revered the tutelary deity of Alexandria, yet 


within the Pomærium of Rome, and 4 mile 
round it, he prohibited any temple to be erect. : 


ed to Serapis, a god of Pontus, who had ugurps . 


ed the place and worship of Osiris, and Who 
was, therefore, with the urmost difficulty, i intro- 


duced by the first of the Ptolemies into his new- 


ly acquired kingdom. * And this continued 2 
fashionable worship, + during the reign of "if 
gusrus, and until Tiberius was induced to re. 5 


Press it by ſome acts of 88 


N will. say, — 
the Romans and the Egyptians; 3 it ws 
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| easier, according Pk, or finds W 3 
a man; and among all such other nations, as 
were denominated idolaters by the Christians. 
But, would not suc instability be a ſoul blot in 
te followers of a pure and simple religion? I!t 

utquestibnably would; and it unquestionably was: 

for in the long period of twelve hundred years,” 185 

which elapsed between the reign of Constantine 
and the reformation of Luther, the worghip*of:- 
daints and relicts, corrupted, universally, the 

chaste theism of the gospel. The sublime che- 1 55 

ology of the primitive Christians was gradu- 

ally corrupted; and tlie monarchy of Heaven, al- 
ready clouded by metaphysical subtleties, was 


degraded by the introduction of à popular my- 


thology, which tended to restore the reign f 
Polytheism. * Some evemof the most respectable 
bizhops had persuaded themselves that the ig 
norant rustics! would more chearfully refiounce! 
the superstitions of Paganism, if they found soine 
resemblance of them n of Chris- 
l 15 FFFCCTTTTT T9976 "225% - 
£4 e oats TE «M564 24 
The statues, or ee Gods of PR Roz 
mans, were originally Teraphim, after the eustern 
model: they were supposed to protect the 


e from all aber of harm, through | 
HER TC L 55 vers 1 * * the 
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che geber of some Ainet Penis, Fee invisibl 2 . 
agent, but their favour to cease with the actual 
possession. Many, or most of these, were e 
images of ancestors, whose souls continued, after 
death, to watch over the fortunes of their Ge. 
scendants, and to be gracious to those who re. 3 
vered them, and trusted to their protection. 
The Platonists held, that the souls of men were de- 
mons; which, after death, became Lares, if good; 
Lemures, or Larvæ, which literally signifies masks, © 
generally monstrous and uncouth, if bad; and - 
Manes, while it was doubtful whether they were to 
be ranked with the good or bad. They have been 
compared by Plutarch to wrestlers and cham- 5 
pions, who having finished their career; cot 5 
to encourage, and to enable their pupils, by their 
admonition, to arrive at honours and dis- 
tinction. They were considered as useful 
to drive away evil spirits, who roamed about 
seeking to do mischief; the spirits of those men, 
who, having led a life of wickedness, were rest- 

less after death, and were doomed, in order to 
expiate their offences, to haunt the earth during : 
a. certain time allotted for their atonement, and 
to terrify mankind, especially Bo Pony 4 
Vith ben Se and NOISES, * ˖ 

5 President de W | + St. Austin. . 
by Memoires d- de I Acad, de Scien. 


* A. EM 4a ». 6 = - pe 
r IO 


* 9 5 25 3 
* s . - 
* 
* 


a 5 3 N | 8 ; x; FD 
: : C | < $4 Vir X 5 rc 4. 23 5 
LETTER bal. 2 17 


The Lare des, wre als af nei power 
houzes T They w were two in number, sons of Mer- 
„ Lai : TY In process 95 time, | 
however, their power was extended not — 
over houses, but also over the country and the 
sea, and we find Lare: ' Urbaniz to preside over 
the cities Familiares, over houses; Rustici over 
the country; Compitales, over eross-ways; Ma- 
rini, over the sea; Nales, over the roads, &c. 
The statues of the Lares, resembling monkeys, 
and covered with a skin of a dog, were placed 
in a niche behind the doors of the houses, or 
around the hearths. At the feet of the Lares 
was the figure of a dog barking, to intimate 
their care and vigilance. Incense was burnt on 
their altars, and a so was also offered on particu- 
lar days. Their festivals were observed at Rome 
in the month of May, when their statues were 
crowned with garlands of flowers; and offerings _ 
of fruit were presented. The word Lares, 
seems to be derived from the Etruscan word 
Lars (originally, indeed, n en a 

fies ng or leader. wad 
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In * month of February,» a bade . in 0 | 
nour of the dead, was observed at Rome. It con. 
tinued for twenty-one days; during which time, I 

Presents were carried to the gtaves of the de“. 
| ceased; marriages were forbidden, and the tem · 
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j M plwVkeͤs of the Gods were $hut. -Tt1was universally 
| believed, that the manes of _ their.:departed 
+ friends came and hovered over their graves, and 
i feasted upon the provisions,”which"\the-hand.of 
j | piety and affection had procùred for them. 
3 Their punishments in hell were also suspended; b 


and during that time, they enjoy 
quility. What consecrated statues therefore. | 
descended to a Roman, he carefully kept as n 
invaluable inheritance: . Others were added, y f | 
2 man's free choice; as when Nerva put amang | 
_ Bis Cubiculares, an Augustus. The emperom, in- 
1 variably, indeed, put themselves under the pu- 
ceection of Fortune, having always in their bed 
chambers a golden statue of that goddess, 
When Antoninus Pius was on his death{bed; he 
ofered the 'sabred statue to . removed co Lo 
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| ty rite ould is was „ Mioeratg . 
dered into banishment, first placed the statue of 
the goddess in the capitol. The Emperor Nero 


had —_ his houschold Gods, the. statue of a 5 
* "Mp 1 EA boy, 
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by, to id 2s $acrificed three times day. 
I. Vitellius, father of the emperor, had among 
his Lares, golden figures of Pallas and Narcis- 
sus; very different, indeed, but consonant, says, 
Suetonius, to the temper of ohe, who respected 
vo princes who were not optimos et elełios; nor 
any man, who had not animam ganctiorem. The 
Emperor Alexander Severus had, in his private 
Oratory, the figures of C Orpheus, Abraham, Apol- . 
lonius, and Christ; and in a second en had | 
the images of Creme * e ie ne, 
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The Penates were 3 W ee inferior e 
who presided over houses and the domestic affairs 
of families. They were called Penates, becausethey . 
were generally placed in the innermost, and most 
secret parts of the house; In penitissimã ædium 
parte, quod penitus insidunt.” + The place where 
they stood, was afterwards called Penetralia, and 
they themselves received the name of Penetra· 
les. It was in the option of every master of a2 
family to chuse his Penates; and therefore Ju- 
piter, and some of the superior gods, are often 
| invoked as patrons of domestic affairs. Ac- 
cording to some, however, the Gods were de- 
vided into four classes; the first 3 : 


all the celextial ; the: second, the sea A wy 
\ third, 


at Lana EPR cicero. he 
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m dead 5: but, when superstition had 2 
mankind to pay uncommon reverenoe to: the 


statues and images of their deceased{ friends; #his 


attention was e. for regular ot. 


ship, and they were admitted by their votaties to 
share immortality and power over the wolld, 


with a Jupiter, or a Minerva, or any other ma- 


jorum gentium. T he statues of the Penarts were 


generally made of wax, ivory, gold, silver, 
eee Or e accor ding to the affluence of 5 


times aka ad of Flame ee, ; at 
In the early ages of Rome, human sacrißcrs 
| ffered to them; but Brutus, whos pel. 


et Tarquins, abolished this abominable cus 


When offerings were made to them, their 
stat ues were crowned with garlands of poppies, 


or gatlic; and besides the month day that 


was set apart for their worship, their festina 
were celebrated during the Saturnalia. Some 
have confounded, the Lares — W but 


Dion. Halicar. 
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The Gini were n to the gods of the” 
country. In their number we. ought to place 
the Dez Matres, calted in inscriptions, Matres, 
| Herz, Domint, who were both able and willing 

to load their votaries with benefits; to procure: 
for them happiness, health, and long life, as en- 
blematically represented by the combo the 
serpent, and the lotus: and for such p | 
tion, it was held a duty to invoke them with 1 
prayers, and to honour them with sacrifices. The 
dog-skin was the distinctive mark of good 
genii; as the wolf. skin was the covering and em- 
blem of those, n, we "CRIT + as s evil 
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The Meaßbe were Peeeeny d divided: as 
| two classes, nymphs of the land, and nymphs 
of the sea. Of the nymphs of the land, some 
presided over woods, and were called Dryades, 
and Hamadryades; others presided over moun- 
tains, and were called Oreades; some presided 
over hills and dales, and were called Napææ, &c. 
Of the sea nymphs, some were called Oceanides, 
| Nereides, Naiades, Potamides, &c. These pre- 
| sded not only over the sea, but also over rivers, 
fountains, Streams, and lakes. The nymphs | 
fixed their residence, not only 1 in the sea, but 
also on mountains and rocks, i in woods and ca- 
2: "2: © ann. 
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3 aywphs were ret by * 1 
1 not with so much solepnity ag che lu 
perior deities. They mples fais 
[ris honour, auf the only offering; they 00 E 
Ed were milk, honey, oil, and Jes the 
Sacrifice of a goat. They were generally x epre- 
ented as young and. lively vine — a * to, 
the waist. They som Neth 
Med they seemed 10 p our water: sn | 
they had grass, leaves, and = ot nes, 
It was deemed unfortunate to see chem aked; 
. and such sight was generally attended bn 
” immediate delirium; ; to. which Propeniis 
seems to allude in a verse, wherein he Spea ks of 
be innocence and simplicity of the primitire age 
5 of the world; nec fuerat nudas prenas videre decs, 
A. The nyinphs were commonly distinguished by 
an epithet, which denoted the place of their re: | 
sidence: thus, the nymphs of Sicily, were called 
Sicilides ; 3 those of eee les, & IN : 
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applied by the, ancients to. the ou, when af 
| parated from the bodies. They were reckoned 
among the inferhal deities, and generally, SUpp8 
| 1 to o previde over r the bury Places, and thc 
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monuments of the dead. "They were worshipped | T1 
with great solemnity /paniculaty ” the Romans: 
The: Augurs always invoked them, when the7 
ded to exercise their edel offices. 
| Virgil introduces his hero as sacrificing to the 
infernal deities, and to the Manes. The word 
Manes, indeed, is supposetl to be derived f 
| Mania, who was by some reckoned the vane 
of these tremendous- deities.” - e it 
| from © Manare, quod per omnia ætherea terre- 
naque manabant ;? because they filled the air, par- 
ticularly in the night, and were intent to molest 
and disturb the peace of mankind. Some de- | 
five Manes, from Manis, an old Latin word, 6A 
which signifies good or propitious. The word — © 
Manes, in short, is uged in different senses: 
sometimes it is taken for the infernal regions: . 
sometimes it is applied to the deities of Plutos 
kingdom; whence the epitaphs of che Romans 
were always Superscribed with D. M. Dis Manihus) © 4 4 
to remind:the sacrilegious and profane; not to 
molest the monuments' of the dead, n were 
0 _ e in n dn n 8 04 1 
* B be ele er 
Dur a broad fave; ſk in üb 
bed- chamber, and of which you have seen such e 
lange n were not N all De 
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- ad Some were 1e ag ornament; 0 
= 5: Een One was valued for the d | 
OE > and workmanship; another respected forthe mm | 
2+. It bore, and the like. Such, then, although ws | 
_ consecrated, were kept as much for: decoration, 
"as for edification or example: A small part, in.. 
„ | deed, might be used as private oracles, 10 be \ 
* conzulted by a people 30 extremely attached 
divination. To such a one, Plautus has allud: 
dd in a prologue, where the household god de- 
. _ elares, he had discovered a hidden treasure to the 
child, Whink he had rfused 0 . mah own 
0 father,* | \ 


” Mou of the e e nratues, 4 ansner- 
85 5 a double purpose, being both objects of ab- 
„ plication, and charms to drive away inen 

| W And it is . ooo s * | 


"of saints Dh muavtyrs; are emplo 
bigotted of the Romish comn n mion 
The theurgy, or sacred magic, of papal s 
stition, is in no degree better, if it he! even 33 
- respeCtable as that of the Pagan magic of the 
imperial city. For spells, or the theurgy dei. 
ed from good spirits, and heavenly none} ar 
not eee as n. _— 


—— — - 
n ove pre —ltgrng core 
2 ' — - 
— — LE 


_ : WA f 
FEE anion Rt ER nd tet te wo een mace > RB 
S * 


Sa « we " _ 

= = — FRI: 

\ CS = - "7, = 
— o © by _ = =_ - 


1 — 
CR ON Ee TE, Ie at os, LS 


— nr 


1 9 


„ 
* — + yo > . 


9 Memoirs dera. 


— — >, = = 
CL 9 © ab. 
LY n * 


n 


— 


1 


wal fd . —— -waataecc erate; © wwe” wry avert 
- = | r TIN We * 
= n 3 2 8 i _= 
1 " * —— * pa 
: rene 
= o —— Pos” nn Ce, IE hed 


: 2 7 -_ 3 8 
2 3 a 10 2 * 7 < - Ada 1 
as. e e BN ED ITE —— 8 — ——. — —5 — . ; 7 
2 7 ** - bo g 


and pms „ 5 


10 
1 
R 
t 
„ 


* F. 
bo. 
Li 


On bd Es Ne ß th, eg 


mancy,or a 580 effected by the ministry of evil _ 
spirits and poighnnus drags, and practised for 
bad purposes, is the only e ritt abhomed 
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Among the acts; 28 we babe seen, 1 


First Cause was represented under various figura- , 


tive attributes. A veil of allegory, consrantly 


concealed from the multitude the real meaning 


of the institutors. And thus long habit never 


fails to confirm and reconcile absurdity. "NP 
| brute substance was adored ; while the mind, 
which it was intended to personify, was disre- 


garded. Images thus became gods; and ina» 


nimate blocks the 9 active ess ences of 


ws $2 


Buy in 3 is the case much mended ? Does 


the Madona of Lotetto differ very much from 


the Venus of Medicis Or does the Saviour f 


mankind on the cross, and I trust you will par- 
don me for hazarding the comparison, receive 
less idolatrous homage, than the thunderer of 


Olympus, or the Apollo of Belvidere ?' Tell me, 
can any mag, without being affected, see the foot 
of the old statue of St. Peter, or more properly 

of Jupiter Capitolinus, stuek out in the zuperb 
| "Fra 1 1 „%% 
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| as: a by” popes, | cardinals, bishops, nd the 


whole flock of the congregation of the Vatican) | 
Igorance may plead for the lower orders of the 
people; but, what shall be said for a Pius VI. 
an elegant, an informed, and a manly pontiff, and 
at the close of the eighteenth, century, : who, for- | 
getful of. his. dignity even as a rational being, 
shall deveutly, and with down cast ehes, ap- | 
proach, that wretched bit of bronze, modernly 
baptized St. Peter, bow to it, pray to it, ardent- : 
Iy hug it, e its toe on * bends 1 it to 

N une 1 i > ed WATeEL 2 Fend 


: 11 is pe to be e one „ with | 
equal propriety, have looked for the adoration 
of Pasquin, or Marforio.: But, devotion, when 


At does not lie under the check of reason, is too. 


apt to degenerate into enthusiasm. And as en- 
thusiasm 1 is an excess in deyotion, $0 is super- 
stition an excess, not only of devotion, but ef 
religion i in general; according, to borrow the ob- 


servation of an ancient Heathen, Religentem eue 


oportet, religiosum nefas:* a man should be ge 
ligious, not superstitious. Enthusiasm has some · 
ing! in ite if. I may ea 80%, of madness; ard 
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found out and discarded. . But, on the * 
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mperatition, labs folly. 15 iE an absürd dress mY N 5 
behaviour, indeętl, to recur to ã familiar exam - 
ple, be introduced in the world, it will's60n be © 


oF - 
2 


a habit, or egremony, — 


ndiculous, which has taken actuary in 1 x hn 
church, will stick in it for ever. Thus an early 
| bishop, perhaps, thought it proper to to ep a . 


certain form, in a particular kind of shoes or 


: slippers; another fancied, it would be very de- "þ 


cent, if such a part of publie devotions were 
performed with a mitre on his head and a ro- 


gier in his hand: to this another added an extra- 


vagant garb, which, he conceived, would allude | 


very aptly to such and such mysteries; till by 
degrees, the whole office eee into empty 15 
and lamentable bn? | e 


uh St. Peter's; you have; 1 am ute, e seen 
the pope, for hours together, busied in scarcely I. 
any thing else than putting on or off his diff. 


ferent accoutrements, according to the different N 


parts he had to act. Nay, you must have even Re 
Seen his infallibility, i in this respect, $0 thoroughs 


 Iy deranged, as to have stood in need of direct, 
and reiterated prompting. But recollect, I be- 
ech you, the small aperture in the altar of that 


vol. VI, 2 N Fob | 
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Church, in 1 POT formerly t 01 « 


the Jesvits, and in which: petitioners put let 
addtesged to the saint of the spot, for bls. rack - 
ous. intercession with Gad in their behalf. What 


a happy contrivance, for mental inquisitors, to 
acquire ready intelligence of the wants and the 
secrets of individuals! Did the pri ] of the 
Oracle of Delphos ever ore glaringly,: ot more 


ntly, impose on the credulous herd, which 


| they allured to the shrine of idolatrous i 


tion? Nor can you have forgotten the.infantine | 
image of our Saviour, calle! Bambine, which 
is carried to the houses of the sick, who cat af- 

ford a carriage for its transportation; for it would 
be beneath its. mee, to be cartied.t to ou * 
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This is really revolting, in an age so enlight- 


emed as the present, and when most of the Ro- 


man Catholics themselves are sorely grieved, at 


: such scandalous and interested deviations from 
| the purity of their faith. The ancients, theyknon, 


only saw with the eye; while they.are peculiarly 
instructed to look with the intellect. Educated | 
as they are in the superstition of their county, 
we are not, I am ready to acknowledge, to judge 
harshly of their prejudices, nor to condemn, 8 
unpardonable, what long and sanctified 2 2 


my 7 "4-08 ” BB — 


N Abr ER cuir. 1 0 
a rations; I might 8 a 2 ene 


2 What would dissolve them into | 
tears, is by us coolly | inyestigated· What to 


themis impie, is to us inexplicable. What marks - 
to their pass10ns, addresses our rennt 


kf That precept comes ditectiy 


their hearts, which with us only affects t thebink 


| They at once melt into rapture ; uhile we, after 


tracing the meaning of what is hidden and ob- 
scure, feel N * other emotion chan OE 
W 1 1 N JI £1 21 80 14 
2m var bend . 1800 1 1 
He Jok the NE ne © myopinion, 
who endeavours to hinder it from being support- 
ed by falschood. As Christianity is a 1 
established on a divine rock, it cannot but be 
man enquiry. Why, therefore; alan we devs 
that timid zeal, which some of its advocates be- 
tray, who. express an extreme anxiety to pre- 


serve even the ee ee ee, e ee 


neous substances, which the waves of error and | 


imposition have accumulated on its sides; as if 
these could at all add to its otability, or Wee 
moe _— its Oundatio 


Even the Say 3 the leh - 
may serve to conflren the purity of n 
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those 5 eorruptions in doatine 41 rige by 
which Christianity has been 80 mu eben 
and the natural influence of it 
h mr by the" Becel its own princes ich yl 
1 into which! it had nk * It ha 
not, in reality, been for religion, but for super 
| tion a mankind have in general been 
| ling g. 8p. d _ terte, 9 at; 


boy . and e 130 bes dr ao” 1 
* of e cassocks, and surplices; some 
| religion of me kaun and 
others for the religion an 1 pi . 
H | 5 5170 11 "8 

T be doftrine 6s — in this 
A Sas in a council held to dec 
on the adoration of 1 images. 47 The c 
Constantinople, in 730, decided the bread 
vine to be merely representative. The councils 
Nice, in 780, decided, that after consecration, 
the sacramental bread and wine were not the 
repreentation SITY the — lood 
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Y Priestley. ; 
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In 110 it was n ine the wc bs 
ance only of bread and wine ee and that; 


Scotus = poke with «ln more  clearnes and pr, 8 K ; 


images of the 115 bay Waren 
But Innocent III. took away dis pes 5" 


explanation: in the council of Lateran, 1215, 


the same council which decreed, that no e 
could be saved out of the Catholic church, he 

pronounced, « that the bread was really tran 2 
substantiated into the body of our Saviour; still 
leaving a quality belonging to bread, paneitas; 
and a quality belonging to wine, OE ca- 
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We read, Jn ri has any fog bu. 
man race had indulged themselves in the wildest 
superstitions, they: yet had never arrived ou that. 
last pitch of extravagance, the eating of their 
gods. It was the remark- Al Averroc 
famous Arabian philosopher; 
is surely, of all others, "oy most absur 

and contemptible, in which its votaries first 

create their god, and aſterwards eat him. It 


pable of e at wist e . 


. Was reserved, * Howenery® to the a! century of | : 
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N Parchasius Rudberdws, 92 I be Nat. Deorum. 
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the Christian Ara, to introduce this strange ang. 
unequalled contradiftion;: and to the school, in 
| r of time, to wer de! the 9 x 
= naked, in the ue ich! arte 7 7 apy: 
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7 e M ee, 
and that the most learned divines and Philoso- 
phers have been uniformly against them. 1 do 
not deny it. But of this I am certain, that al- 
though no one convincing argument can be 
stumbled upon in their support, yet, that an. 
hundred thousand quotations can instantly be 
produced for their validity. Truth is, I know, 
in its own nature, prior to all authority; and 
that without it, no authority can be proved, 
And hence the reason why our Saviour and his 
Apostles always appealed to the understands 
of men, for the truth of their doctrines. But 
the Scriptures, you may say, are to be ade wa 
i warrant the interpretation of the E 
even the express words of the gospel itself me 
e in its favour; and therefore, Whatever 
be the difficulties, that the doctrine of t ene b. 
stantiation must be received. In like manner, 
RES welt tell me, that, in Ain _ ages 
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| the cross, declared the crucifixion to have been 


nothing else than a phantom, which unpox 
upon the senses of the beholders ; ee 
this interpretation, many of the multitude were 
atisfied: But from such latitude of exposition, 


| „ eee e eee, 


: * o 
2 


I cannot think every 1 ch, been 
word, and letter, in the New Testament, to have 
been dictated by the Holy Ghost; or that the 
Apostles were, in reality, JOTE ing but its amanu- 
enzes. To me it is more consonant to mason, 
that the Almighty should have dealt with them 


in a manner more conformable to their capaci - 


ties as human beings; that he suggested divine 
thoughts first to their minds, and that he ordi- 
rarily left them, to weigh them as they did 


other truths, and to put them into such expres- 15 
ons as their fancies, or judgments, were naturally # 


inclined to use. And it is farther, in my opinion, 
evident, that "the Apostles, like the propheta, 
must have had some share in che expression at 
least; for otherwise no solution can be given f 
the different styles of these sacred writers, which 


varied e to their ee and e. 
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65 och WhO had his eee here zmen? 
Why should St. Luke, who had a polite educg- 
tion, write his gospel in better Greek, and more 
85 agreeable to the Greek and. Latin Histories, than 
St. John? Or why should St. Paul, who was 
RON, up e e e discover more of 
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The e Catholics, moreover, . on. "the | 
5 abba of the Eucharist, are not aware, that 
while they insist upon transubstantiation, con- 
trary to the evidence of their senses, they de- 
stroy one of the principal defences of orthodox 
Christianity, the very evidence of miracles. 
For men, being exhorted to believe that the 
bread and wine which they see, touch, and taste, 
are the real body and- blood of Christ, n 
reasonably suppose, that the healing of. the sick, 
and the raising of the dead, were all delusions; 
and that there 1s nothing to be known. by the 
senses only, of which they can be morally sure.* 
ere . have been the wann for: wie 50 | 
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been the ins Senn aches ee eee 
not only subdue the importunity and ne . 
of human reason, but, at the same eee | 


make even our Senses. e to niera 
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be ite eee ee chan 5 
indeed, were at all times much inclined to fa- . 
your the opinion of thg,real presence, as it attri- | 
buted to themselves a-miraculdus Piney, And 
the people, who believed they partici e 


very body and blood of their Saviour, = 
loth to renounce. so extraordinary, and, as they 
imagined, so salutary a privilege.“ Still, how- 


ever, even all these advantages and prerogatives 


were not sufficient. Under the papacy of Inno- 
cent III. who had established transubstantiation, 


arose the tremendous inquisition. To put a 
top to the increasing progress of heresies, and | / / 
more effectually to extinguish them, he founded 


the orders of Dominicans and Franciscans. Do- 


minic and his followers: he sent into the pro- 
vince of Languedoc, and particularly to Tou- 

louse, F rancis, and bis disciples, he directed 
to preach and to o persocute in Italy. Dominic 8 
5 5 preached 
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; detail 05 me; as you hed owe wich bab. bles "0 


ings that flowed from that divine and truly Chr. 
tian spirit, which for ever put a stop to their fir 
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yet these very Arabian conquerors of Spain had | 


: uy and refinement, 


} + 4» 


chosen people of God, as that of rooting out 


5 5 


The Cardinal 4 W e in his Mig 


OR: III. of Spain, for the expulsion of the More- 


referred to the holy writ." He argued, 
Man no precept so often repeated to the 


from among them idolatrous nations; and às the 
faithful in Spain were in danger from the inſec- 
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these infidels was, in his opinion, as incumbent 
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on the kings and judges of the Jews. And 
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| nd India, to the shores of the Atlantic. They 
pPossessed the continent of Africa, the solid and 

compact dominion from Fargana to Aden; and 

from Tarsus to Surat. . The progress of the 
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were studied with equal devotion at S 
and- Seville. The Moor and the Indian. « em- 
braced, as countrymen and brothers, in the pil- | 
grimage of Mecca; and the Arabian language 
was adopted, as the popular idiom, in 7 
provinces to the westward of the Tigris. The 
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as of the torrid Zone, was ee to the Ma- 
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it should be huful aw good | 
and occupy the lands, and utterly towers . 
nate the heretical professors. And upon this 
foundation was built that arbitrary power so long 
claimed, and 80 fatally exerted by the pope, of 
dsposing even of the kingdoms of rettactory 
princes, to the more dutiful sons of the clergy. | 
But could you conceive it possible, even in the 

| annals of depravity itself, that after the Duke of 
Alva had put to death, in cold blood, more than h 
eighteen thousand persons, for dating to adore” — 
their God, in the manner most consonant to 5 | 
their own reason, Veraguas, a favourite of his |} 
should say, © The Duke's lenity and compassion —@ 
had ruined the 3 8 * in TO nat a 
lands.“ 125 | 
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firt missionaries who preached the gospel to 
the Barbarians, claimed; indeed, and extended 
the benefit of toleration. But after their suc- 3 = „ 
cessors had established their spiritual dominion, n, 

they hastened to exhort all Christian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of su. 
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indeed, acknowledge, says the historian, . im- 
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duced into the savage countries of the glohe. 
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light of knowledge, which arose on * western 
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heart, obscure the fancy, and sout the temper. 12 
In short, you have but to recollect, What was 
lately to have been seen among the Carthusians, 
and the more wretched brothers of "La Trappe, 
even in France, and Which undeniably proved a 
che existence of an ignorant and bigotted order 

of men, WhO crept through one ee 
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in the present case, was, that men approved only 
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extolled, as the acm& of perfection, the monastie : 
discipline. Even some savage saints of bah 
5exes, have been admired, whose naked bodies, 1 4 
we are told, were only” covered by their long” . 
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when there is no danger ; and to gle 
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1 self love does not suspect the gleam, of. virti 
to be the meteor of fancy. But, of things: hat 
termina te in this, life, the world, or, 1 Hs is the 
same ching, common sense must be the proper 
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us into, absurdity. It is not possiþle-for, a zac 
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for the churches of the east had not pet been in 
ſubjection to the ser of Rome, After this gregt | 
concession, thus gained by Leo, the fall of be 
Roman empire in the west made way for be 
age ndizement of the! pichops of Rome: - _ 
It Was not, however, till many. imperfect, and 1 "nn 
interrupted efforts, to break the. bonds. of bak - | 
nism, and to rouse the human mind from its le- 2 
ttlargic state, that the mighty deliverance, n 
which the mouldering fabrics of false 3 5 ; 
ad false philosophy fell together, was effectually 5 
completed about the close of the fifteenth cen 
tury. And this great chang in 
Italy; a country which, during the darkest ita 


riods of monastic ignorance, had always main=' If 
tained a greater degree of refinement and er. | — 
ledge than any other. Pope Nicholas V. about 
the year 1440, established public rewards at " + 5: 
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An the lat ages of the Christan 4 
indeed, there were certain seceders, called Gnos- 
tics, who were nevertheless distinguished as the 
most polite, the most learned, and the most 
wealthy of the Christian name; which general 

appellation, as it expressed a superiority of know- 
| ledge, was either assumed by their own pride, or 
- yronically bestowed upon them, by-the envy. of 
their adversaries. Notwithstanding, though they 
found fault with, and petulantly urged” strong 
objections to the authority of Moses, they yet 
embraced the faith of Christ; not, _howeper, 4 
without blending with it many sublime but o 
scure tenets, which they, in reality, derived 
from oriental Philosophy. And this you 5 

particularly trace in the doctrine of Manes, * 
| 5 the RE IR ONE of the third-century 
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words to express. In the century in which 
_ Gregory wrote, for instance, ' forty-five coudiils 


were held, for and against one subject; thirteen 
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churches of. — Alen "and A n. 
both in ceremonies and matter of faith; hrs 
much as councils are assemblies of men, whereof 
all be not governed with the spirit and wotd-of 
God, &c. : But the pious Doctor Scot, in hi 
een e farther and rays th 
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| arbitrarily, We cannot deny, that since the 


* 


ve have done. We defend those who . 
with us. We anathemnative those who do: not. 
We condemn the doctrines of others in — 
or our own in those of others; and thu . 
ally tearing one another to pioces, me have beck 
the cause of each. other's; ruin.“ No cha 5 


vell serve to confirm us in n the opinion, that it is 


np £ 


7 


eee — — ae 
ects and parties 


9 24 4.5 G7 . 3 
. ages, | . : reason 
VVV 0 2 
2 
* - 
. 8 
f 


/ 


Council of Nice, we have scarcely' done anx 
thing but make creeds. We make creeda ever 
year; nay every month. We repent. of * | 


% 


* 


== 


N 


. 


= 
ANI or ary. tr 
PPP Cc cen > 
7 —— — - * * 


— * — 
—— — - » 


if 
fi 


S arts 


— * 
E © * _ i 
rer — — 
. 3 —— — 2 — POR IT 
a. 4 * —— - 2 


* ——— — hon 
rm Oye nn 
— a> ii IO 

7 
, 


— 22 


GI — — 
* 


: + # 3 a 
x * 
22 x 
4  & 
2 
E 5 
$ * 
: * 4 1 
$ 1 — 
{ F = 
* 
— 
*D - . 
| | | 
* 
. * * 
£ 7 
i / 
4 * 
: 
„ 
- £ * 
, 4 * 
q . 
+ 
* 
2 
© 
* 
— 
x 
* 
- 
* 
5 


WN 
LE ALES 


. Dn that part for which: we were. created, by 
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+ cinkunds that anger Ad n 
Y wh which he has all his life, perhaps, taken to 
So that notwithstanding all the graces 
p * a new truth will have much diſfoult , 
in dislodging an old error. But is not he who! . 
defends a thing demonstrated to be bad, and re- 
jects its opposite demwnatrated: to be good, most 
unequivocally a knave? But 1 correct myself: 
perhaps I ought only to pronounce vc x 
diced. For a chancellor of France, so late ay _ 
the year. 1738, had Voltaire's Elements of New- 
ton six months in his possession, to consider, 
whether he should grant his imprimatur; Which, 
after sage reflection, be refused, in favour of 
the astronomy more consonant to the history of 
Moses, and to the decrees of that church, which 
had compelled the sublime n to e Fs 
doctrine of . eee anon e otro 
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kgious animal. Agreed: only let it be added, 
man, by his constitution, is a superstitious ani- N 
mal, and capable of every absurdity. However, . 
no set of beings ever had the 1 
thority of ue of the orthodoxy of opi 
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more mischief and misch to man, than. the nest 
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every Christian country, it has led men to imbrue 
cir hands in each, other's blood. The abuzes 

, Kai to which eee eee 
been applied, will be contemplated with horror, 
as long as the world shall endure. 80 uni- 

formly mischievous have been its effects; that ac- 
cording to the state in which this single power 
is left, a nation is either OR ORs happy | 
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scribes, the formula, and that the subject 's en- 
een is to be eee as the 1 wal * 5 
farmula. But has a a «a a contri 
ence ? Or is a nation, or a state, to be answer- 
able for my beheving what in reason J cannot do 
otherwise than believe? I never understood 4 
goyernment, or a state, to be any thing more than 

a, creature of time only, beyond which it dis- 
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and conduct of its constituent Mn ale 
men! Surely the teeming brain of Fey never 
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are the only two avenites, at which they sal 
forth and ertter; and through which alone, all 
must pass who seek admittance to their au 


ares. I Eno not, in fact, which of the en 
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and groatis in his prayers, but necretly'says” to 
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8 364, bad that strong sense, e 
C uncorrupted by study, that he declinec 
speckful indifference, the subtile questions . 
theological debate. ; The  gprernment, of, the 
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disciple of the church, he never fo r 


the sovereign of the clergy. / FI yo 85 1 Sy I 


1 0 > the WP ages, indeed, ecclexiaatics an 
«choolmen ventured to e to kings, and 
give rules for administering states, drawn motly, 
it must be confessed, from the narrow. circle of 


qpeculation, and conceived amid the \pecanti -=- 
gl the. cloisters. But it was more especially be 
| reprehensibly | immoral conduct. of the 05 


which at length drew upon them the obloquy, 
that they! have never since been able to Shake off. 


During the latter part of the fourteenth cently, 
two or three contending pontitfs, were seen roam- 


ing about Eurppe at the same time, and pious 


Cureing a and reprobating each other. Many c of the 


dignified. clergy. also, as well regulür as, cect 
were | the Jounget branches of” nöble fa fa 
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2 affluence and conveniency, and wg. 
indulged themselves in all the vices, to which 


wealth and idleness give birth. Hence, a dea - 5 


con, guilty of murder, was absolved for twenty 
crowns. A bishop or abbot had the Privilege 
of assassinating for three hundred livres. Any 
ecclesiastic might violate his vows of chastity, 
108t aggravating. circumstances, 
for the third part of the sum. Even such 
shocking crimes, as occur rarely in human 
life, or, more probably, only exist in the 
impure imagination of the casuist, were still 
venial, on the compounding for a specific fie. 
No man, in short, dared touch the sacred hem 
of the priest s garment. | Unless degraded 
from his office, he was even above the reach 
of the civil judge. And hence the reason, why | 
priests were very appositely called, by the Ger- 
mans, © anointed malefactors, and why the7 
came to get into their hands, in that W 
more than one ph as of = nn 1 ** 
Bat, it is not ahis fate of the 5 Abe vsurp, 
that nations are enslaved; it is the fault of the 
many, who permit it. For what can be expect · 
ed from those who are armed ith high preroga- 
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tires and pretensions, but that, being a actuated by 
human desires, they should be cager in the en 
tification of human passions? If millions reed 
oY before a single man; eee 
fences of freedom given way, or to whom are vr 


5 fairly to impute degpotigm ? To the spiritlesz ani, 


mal; who has deserted his station; or to the vi-+ 
gorous mind, who has raised himself upon timi- 
dity and weakness? No man that arriveg at be 
Power of governing a supine, or an abject Deople;: 
can; without infinite forbearance, cease to extend 
his authority. Even those very establishments, 
which we have seen devised in one age to limit 
| and todirect, have, in another, seryed only to re · 
move obetructions, and smooth the way fon en-. 
croachiment';/t6 point out, in short, the chanpely. 
in aich. tyranny may run, without giving of« 
fenoe} ovtxciting alarm. N ay, the very cquncik, 
which have been instituted to check innoyationy; 
have, in times of degradation, furnighet :aiditq 
the most Wee _ 8 ROK pretengions./0" 
40 ©; 4x 1 11s 3 __ 13 
VI wi passion for ade pendence, and the loye i 
dominion, generally arise from the ame qm 
mon source. There is in both an aversion gg 
controul. And he, who, in one situation, cannot 
' brook a superior, is certain in arſother to diglike 
being Me with an equal, Hence, what the 
«$6 FILE 7 ; . prince 
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cation cen willingly become lican - 
government. For can you believe a ena © 
reformer, or rather I should say, a' down right 
intemperate leveller, to be actuated by principles 
less arbitrary than a Cromwell or a Mirabeau? 
Such may, however, be sometimes, 6, 1 confess, 
beneficial. Like a storm, they may clear the stag - 
nant and pestilential atmosphere; they may at least 
give it motion; and instead of the fruits of virtue 
and goodness in a single man, or in a small bod 
of men, they may serve to bring about an arranges - | 
ment of functions in civil society, which property; - 
distributes, among numbers, exercises 7 
pations suited to their respective talent. Those 
who pitifully surrender their rights, then, no man 
will deny, deserve to be trampled upon. Theymaỹx 
indeed have their laws, and they may have their 
enates; but they must expect to be treated ast 
Pope Gregory treated the Emperor Henry; or 
25 the Centurion, who brought 1 
bhewing them the hilt of his ca rn Joes! 
ting the rulers: of the world know ONE: 
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Erasmus, when he took up the pen of good hu. 


who preceded him, 


roversy : for the cc 


ing and genius; and each antaganist,/alternat 


vanguished and victorious, extirpates someane t 
error, and establishes some interesting truth. Ths 
sparks of freedom are ever elicited-bythecollisior 
af adverse servitude. And hence the old, but 
never to be forgotten adage, that . he Who wil 
not apply new remedjes to an impaired constity- 
tion, must expect new evils. » We have above 
_ Seen, however, that many years before Luth 
the intolerable pretensions of the church 
Kome were openly attacked by some af its most 
| learned and respectable professors. But these 


attempts. proved abortive'; for the time was 


| not ripe, which Was to crown them with SUCCESS? - 
or, which is perhaps still more likely; the abilities 


employed in so very plain and simple a caitse,were 
wasteg in theological speculation, or absorbed 
in the abyss of metaphysical polemies. Thee ce 
lebrated son of Rotterdam, the lively and claszien 


mour and ridicule at Basil in Switzerland, allur- 
ed to Protestantism more than all the volumes uf 
the orthodox Calvin, and of all the: 2 
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quently, as as soon as it is eee it ene 
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religion, are a 


sions, wann en ro | momentary- bee 1 8 


| tranquility. But, these una le inconv 
encies do not last e And can it be day 
expected, for example, that mankind should fors- 
ever, tO the eternal debase ment of their re: | 


$Wbmit to the extablishment of eighty-four cm- 
manderies, and two hundred priories and other 


benefices in Spain, for the h honour of an old de: 
votee, called St. Jago? Or that the institckio 
by the late king of Spain, in the year 1771, f 

a new order, immediately under the inspection 
ol the most holy Mary, founded on the. ystery 


of her immaculate eee "Oy de pet: 
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Wall may pan States; © on ods W beam 
ing forth of truth and toleration, shrink intb 
timid concealment, and most treacherously fol- 
bid the introduction of enlightened, political, atid 
religious disquisitions. Butrhese menforget, chat 2 
door had Joop: since been en to free inquixy, 
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A man of b ep intellect" possesses al N 


his senses, in the manner best adapted to teceiye 
the impression of every true pleasure, which Pro- 


vidence has scattered with such a liberal hand 
for the. delight of the human species. Thete is 
nothing intrinsically beautiful, which does not 
furnish him with delight; as there is ho- 
thing ugly or deformed, which does not aſſect | 
him with disgust and abhorrence. In a word, 
the avenues of his mind are open only to chose 
enjoyments, which bring with them the Pasgports/ 


of traſh, and reason. * conduet is influ ſ 
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by retingent; as well as by princip And if 
were ever so secure of segcrecy and impunity, 
he would no modi capable of committing an 
unworthy or @ base action, than he would of the 
most direct robbery or murder. In every part 
of his character, you zee him, therefore, consis- 
tent and firm, He is in every respect the man 
of energy ; for he alone cannot GRE 
ir. The prudent, indeed, sometimes see diffi- 
culties ; and the bold, merely the advantages of - 
an enterprize. But the enlightened man sees 
both; and accordingly, diminishing that, and 
making this preponderate, he succeeds. What 
man shall be afraid, en not diatrust: him- 
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| While, in n wal men continue to 400 Ab 
from appetites and passions, which lead to the 
atainment of interested ends, they seldom quit 
the view of thelt objects in derail, to go far into 
the road of generally beneficial inquiries. None 
therefore are to be estimated from what they know, 
but all from what they perform. It is not, at 
the same time, to be denied, that the universal 
tate of society in Europe, at the early err 
of which' we are speaking, was not altoge- 

ther free from those blemishes, which excus- 
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e :Fuliey aa not early hllerant en of 1 
arbittaty authority in the church. There were ſor 8 


instatice, even so late as the ninth centuty in G T 
many, the nobles, or familias; the citizens; or l. 'S 
teri; and the artiszns or slaves, who were homines Fe 
under the name of Ser A name, which I am re 
Sorry to find continuing to blur the chatte fame he 
of that equal religion, which, as the best of the 
gifts of God, hath unalterably, and through the 
wide circle of the world exclusively, declared Iv 
_ Ns a ee YO oe man. 90 
86 
The stream of Clirimionicy: hm bled ker in 
N x thus corrupted, though: the fountain has al. 9 
ways been pure. It is not science alone, ur gl 
axe told, though even founded on truth, that ke 
- with polish a nation. For this purpose, tbe bi 
Powers of the imagination must be .awakened th 
and exerted, to excite elegant feelings, and to ie 
| heighten our natural sensibilities. It is not the of 
head only that must be informed, but the beat be 
also must be moved.“ Hence, under the Ahe WW «| 
genius of Protestantism, when it had. perfected , 0 
us work, and the first fanaticism of well mean: al 
ing. but ne ne had subsidedy every he 
25 
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lusion, or disinchanted all the strong holds of 
superstition. A few d 


in the mouldering ereed of tradition. Every 
goblin of ignorance did not vanish at the first 


zimmerings of the morning of science. Faraly 


however, as it certain was to the power of thei 
bierareby, it yet uquestionably contributed to 


the improvement even of the-clulecto of omas - 
orals. The desire 
of equalling the reformers, eee | 


itself, both in learning and in 


between two rival churches,” eng: eee an _ 


to stet demie. Hence an extraordinary 
alteration in knowledge and charũcter; and. 


hence the reason why the manners of the Secular, 
as well as gene . becanie 50 e 
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ledge re- 
covered its strength, and arose with fresh vigour-. 
The laiety eagerly embraced those stutlies, 
from which they bad long been unjustly restrain- 
ed. And soon after, men attained that state of 
general improvement; and those situations with: 


im characters, which we 
shall presently have in review, were yet legible 
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cuously decent and exemplary. Many, it will 
- eee eee om ages dane. 
neee en Aa profession 


Alexander VI. or others of the like 1 oflipate 
stamp, have since polluted the chair of St. Peter, 
Humanity, moderation, and envolitagditdet 


literature, have happily gone abroad, as be, 
though not perhaps were atohement . Ms: 
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number of f great: 
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on account" of religion. The heroes of m 
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drinking: could nor — profound 
Subuliry. 'Nor would the chaff, Oy pe 
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They were, on the contrary, consträi 0 95 f 
| lifp themselves eng pain * 
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of this occasion-rand i it 18 A adele 
gecollect i how conspicuous does your present 
residegce (Geneva) appear ! At this season, she 
united within ber locally narrow limits the con- 
centraged rays, which were to irradiate Europe. ' 
In yain had superstition planted her standard on 
the walls of the little city; in vain had a legion 
of priests, and monks endeavoured to establis 
their influence. The favoured spot, the soil of) 
liberty, checked the mischievous attempts; and 
drove Shuddering 9 bigotryr back across Mont 
Cenis. Geneva, nevertheless, was yet to be 
considered as, in some degree, involved in the 
miyersal obscurity. But the remaining ns : 
were soon to be dispersed. And it was a circum- 
tance, which rendered the peculiarity of — 
Situation, if possible, still more interesting, that 
be was now only re- acting, as it were, a part 
which she had fifteen centuries before exhibited 
on the same scale of intellectual improvement. 
Julius Cæsar, you will remember, was pron 1 
to Geneva, from his first entrance into Helvetia: 
be made 1 it a place of arms; he introduced: and. 
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rance of his wit, ventured \ronically to * Ari. e 
xtippus,- how it bappened, that Philosophers 
vere go commoply deen in the houses of the 
great, but the great never in 7s. houses of 
pbilosophers? The sage replied, 4 
ue always to be Found: I 1 the +parments 0 of the 
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we restoration of the arts and sciences Which | 
followed; had a powerful effect in eorrecting DRE: + 
and softening mie and in re ho 
b interests of $oci 
x liver himself up _ en a 80 
be mind does not enjoy the certaltity of ng 

4 cal and of personal liberty. The yoke of tyraum x 

1 Kifles genius, and gives rise to thosg apprehen · 

> Sons, which freeze the soul, and check the een 

. rome vigour of imagination. Is it very certain 

0 notwithstanding, . that even at this day the re- 
doing faculty is 50 perfectly emancipated, as _ - 
5 to have attrined to its full and natural exercise ? | 
T- vor. vi. . T | 80 
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So lately as. the year WIE ad 

banished Paris for h Aristotle“ 3 opi- 
nion about matter and form, and the number 
of the elements: : ay, ha ö Vaſter, the parlia- 

ment of Paris prohibited, under pain of death, 
any thing from being taught contrary to f Joc 
une Aiistetle. +" FR 10 T0607" ONES. 
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mM © Heavy bodice bach tend to the White 
& cd ene, says Aristotle; — 
experience, that heavy bodies tend to the one 
of the earth; therefore the centre of che eth 
is the centre of the universe“ An this was 
part of the absurd doctrine, for venturing to 
dissent from which a man was to be hanged. 
The same parliament- of Paris, in the 'reign | 
of Charles VI. 1 el a single combat be- 
deen two gentlemen, in order to have he judg· 
ment of God, whether the one had committed 1 
rape on the wife of the other. In 1454, John 
Picard, being accused by his son- ih- law, fort 100 


great a familiarity with his own d 1 
duel between them was appointed, by the ame my 
parliament. * On which Voltaire just > ety) 
marks, that the parliament decreed « pant of 1 
to be committed, in order to ty an acecusat abo 
of incet, which I o85ib ot been £ mos 
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narks of that philosophical pride, vanity,” and 
yy, which have $0 often sullied the character 
of the learned? He determines "boldly things 
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of which are evidently false. He wrote abe, 


instance, upon mechanics; 
purzled about the equilibrium 
when unequal weights are hung upom it, at 
ferent distances from the centre. Having, hoy- 
ever, observed, that the arms of the" Halt 
Tow describe portions of à eite aceeunted- fot 
| the equilibrium by a whims) icat argument n | 
the properties of be eirele are wonde "The 
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ih who! ene near r the sea, that! Nal 
rarely died but during the ebb of the tide. + And | 
there were not wanting strong reasons, they said, * "a0 
for the conjecture. Thus the sea, in flowing, 
carries with it vivifyi ng. particles, and these pa 
ticles recruit the sick. The Sea js salt, and sat 
prederves from rottenness. But on the contrary, „ 
ven the 5ea sinks mein, every thing sinks 
with it; nature languishes ; the sick are not 25 
rivifyed; ergo, they die. 5 0 8 
by. hg: than many of the. en and Päd. 
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was, in particular, most extensively turtful Ani 
starchus, we know, having taught that the'eath 
the sun, was * by the He 

then priest, for troubling the repose of thei 
- housthold'gods. pin: for the same doc. 
-Atrine, was accused by Christiz . priests2as'tontr- 
ö ne the Scriptures, which talk of the sun; 
moving. And Galileo, for ' adhering/to-Coper- 
micus, was condemned to prise and penunce; 
Now? even made to recant his doctrine 1 on bi 
Enes, in the most humiliating! manner Lat, 
Tycho Brahe suffered a most rigorous petdecu- 
tion for maintaining the heavens to be 50 far 
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np argument, both in philo- 
And though moral sense, and 
I may even 825 taxto, are born with us ; * both 
of them require. much cultivation. Among 
Skvages, for instance, the moral sense is faint and 
obscure ; and taste still more so.“ Even in the 
most enlightened ages, it requires both education 
and experience, to pereeive accurately the various 
modifications of right and wrong. And to ac- 
quire a delicacy of taste, a man must be in some 
degree familiar in the examination of "beauties 
and deformities. | Thus, in Rome, abounding | 
with productions the fine arts, a valet de place 
is a much more correct judge of ora of pio. 
tures and buildings, than” the best ed utated | 
dom or Paris. And thus, in 2 

word, taste goes hand in han d With the moral 
sense, in their progres: towards maturity; and 
: they pen qually b 
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| Counterſeit virtues: ee „e n most ur ve. 
cenful vices. For void, as in truth he % 
every principle, the simulant hypocrite,” we 
theless, has too much policy,” not to pretend 
the most sublime. But as Solomon 
Fe Righteousness doth exalt, while sin is 4 . 
proach. Thus let the wicked ask their owr 
hearts, what their inclinations are towards Sue 
persons as they believe to be truly | 
not only to such among them as may be hen 
particular acquaintance and friends, but” e | 
to strangers, nay, to their very enemies 3 e. 
ther they do not esteem them, and wish them 
well? Has the direful proposition ever yet cen 
zystematically' supported, that virtue 18 raturally 
an enemy to happiness; or, in other words, flat 
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other things, in ind ding that religion whi 


God has revealed to us by facts, and in mak- 


"ing's proper wer df it as fir as we are capable of - 


Human wisdom may, indeed, 
conjecture, and may talk of her prerogatives ; dut 


he seems "too often to find a pleasure in starting 


questions, and creating difficulties for the exercise 


and display of her own penetration. Let her not, 
however, fancy herself entitled to judge of nature, 
because she can judge of numbers and 'pr6- 


perties. Can she change, let me ask her, that 
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mankind are, but what the light of knowle | 
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_ awful consideration? Yet it is to be regretted, 
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2 authority of God, While still ring” un & 
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in truth, would be to run counter to all the 


*legitlators, "both ancient and modern, to al tho 
ages of antiquity, and to all the wnequiyal 
1 ; of the most enlightened” of mankind 
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The cnn ast [> BY for 5 many, cal 8 
guide themselves. Individuals, no doubt, w 

out the influence of religion, have been foun 15 
equitable, charitable, and good. But, the mags 


of mankind afe not actuated either by kindness, 
by temperance, | or by forbearance, Abs stract | 


notions of right. and wrong, or logical | deduc- 
tions from ethical principles are, by them as 
little understood, as the separation of the rays of 


netism. To suppose otherwise, would be to 
manifest no small degree of 3 ' Ignorance « 'of the l 
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then, teaches us only to belieye, what 8 ti- 
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Locke, Tue, 8 the gorpel ad dd 
so perfect a chody of ethics, that reason thay be 
exqused from tlie enquiry; sine she may find 

2 clearer and egsier in revelation than 

elf. This; however, may be more im- 
plicie-chan. 1 would recommend yours, or any 
other thinking man's faith tube. Ter 
is ho occasion to banish reason, though there 
may be occasion to suppress licentious . At 
the same time, independent of its on internal 
evidence; and indepbndent of the strength which 
the aequiescence of the wisest arid "the best of 
men, for so many centuries, hath- unque esto. 
abiy given to it, there is still one other considetu- 
tian, and it is solely to be found in Christiatit / 5 
: which: has always, I. confess, impressed vic 
tion ot. my mind, and that is, the comfort which 
a man, firm in his religion, whatever be his ci. | 
cumstances, isa always certain to ſind in th. 


1 of its precepts. LE 
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the hour of dissolution, falls to- the lot t 
Wl :. 0o+any of, these, trying Obeasionsb dd: 
q you ever pereeive the atheist derive ease ole 


consolation fram the vast expansion of his un! 
belief? On the contrary, have you not vir 
nessed instances, rag the bitterness of sor- 
row, the agony. of disease, and the approach bf | 
death, have been met i the most pious resige- 
nation, , with a cheerfulness, if I may say sog of 2 
submission, springing from that consdlat ion 
in hope, which Christianity alone is capable 
of affording? This is, indeed, urifashionable4 — 
language ; and some may even abuse _ | | 
of an incorrect statement of facts. For tho 
it cannot be denied; that Voltaire, for on 
ance, died unbecoming the intrepidity: 
his doctrines; yet, did not Mr. Hume and the 
King of Prussia, it will be asked, die witlh inf 
nite composure and indifference :? Vet; What 
have advanced is nevertheless true: And i Wwond 
dare the boldest anti · Christian that ever lived c 
8y whether he has not frequently been icotrinced's 
of the serenity, and superior firmness; wir], 
a truly devout Christian may bes eHAEd N 
ztruggle wich the casualties of existence; | 


27019591 15 40 22 


2 
— . „ 


* 


— 
* 


* * 1 * 31 p "4. 7 — „ * * \ 
G®  F o 
1 5 — "6-4 75 ＋ — * — A 


— — 
: 1 
3 
. 


We; reg en, 1 
3 txyths, of che g N 


at all times, a natural ate. 09 Give, ug 


 mourable.and amiable ideas of God z 9th Fel 


ohr hopes; to awaken our dormant yirtyes; and | 
thence; to promote universal obedience, and un: 
versal happiness. The very standard. by which 
the superior excellence of the Christian religion 
is to be estimated, is its coincidence with the 


true ends of civil society. The sight of an altar, 


8 erected, to God and truth, speaks to, the hearts 


of all; Guile, shudders ar, the recolleion gf 2 


Divinity, who regards with the same enn the 
powerful and the persecuted. I "be. pprezed 
lifis his bead, and, in brighter prozpeQs, finds: 
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To talk of death, and to.die, are things widely 


e No freethinker ever aw che neat aÞ 
proach, of death unappalled. .H „ hg ig 
Prepared, for the enemy, has always inst cue 
for apprehension. Vet, thqugh death h $67 
rible to natural attachments, and to, natwalde: 

sires, yet, seen with the eye of faith, hejigds- 
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and all this secured to us beyond the power öf 


ume and change f 117 10 eee tog 307 


HR 


kw = * „ 
— ec N 
Ce Sa * 3 Go 


AF CRT 


41. 21 hoes gd 01 ar 


Our u here b apace. wart it Hat 
be prudent, therefore, to have out” Follies and 
weaknesses, if possible, die before us? But tie 
thought of death and eternity, it will be 410) . 
rms pleasu ure of IT its 5 allvrements.” Bei, 1 


See dow all Us 8 of A's world this 3988 


1 nothing! And think you, you shall escape the af. 

i flictions of dieses; of a debilitated frame; and, 

ly ultimately, of the depafting pings of Humanity 2 

9 The day, be assured, Will Come, when tlie 2 1 

n ther pratifications: of the corpo elf appetite” $M | 

e have eternally bade you adieu: and when, , onthe Bi 

err bed of sickness, these qudariobs' shall work in- 

de cessantly on your mind What am T? Wente 

„ cane I? Who gave me my being? How Have 

g conducted myself siner I came into the Wöfla?ꝰ W 
die Tam now about to leayè it; but to what plate, . 
1 N | | 
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= "as 4 it is 1 — 2 Span; 4 
the field chat soon dies away; a fleeting shadow. 
Why, then, so lavish- of its moments? Why 
Shake the sands, as if they were not falling fast 
enough ? Death, the giddy man may think,” he 
| has had nearer to him on a former, than on the 
present occasion. But he is mistaken. He, in 
reality, was never so near him: for every beat. 
ing pulse makes the number, in the gradation, 
less. When he shall be commissioned, there- 
fore, to open and execute his orders, is it wise in 
him to allow himself to be surprised or alarmed; 
or should he not rather, to the utmost of his 
power, be prepared, by 80 1 his 
days, as to apply his heart unto wisdom!“ Let 
man at all times be mindful of this one thing 
needful, to finish his work before he finihey his 


course. 
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** was Said by Raleigh, Ss some 0 his 
friends lamented his confinement under sentence 
of death, which he knew not how soon he might 
Suffer, That the world itself was only a larger 
prison, out of which some were every day 8e. 
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Ways bt to entertain wh company when 
meet his acquaintance with a toothless grin; 
and the first to toast a fine. girl, when he on 
scarce lift the glass to bis lips. This ih ow. 


most extinguished flame. Even criminals, W o 
have known that in the, morning they were; to | 
die, have often slept in the night. And suck 
e some . . not 8 een een aral | 
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oy - ing 3 as he ks thought, serves 
bot least to conduct us to our end by an i 
able road. And this 0 acknowledge. Let 
am afraid, the greater our experience, th > mote 
we shall. perceive that, of all objects, religion 
is the most neglected. Eternity is abba 
makes the least i impression; and God, the 
and disposer of all, is the power che Jeastune- 
garded. Could vou, nevertheless, believe it, 
that the witty e of conscienees, Vol 
aire, should . expressl to his votaries, 
Wherever society As. Jug" Wert there it is 
necessary to have religion: for religion, which 
watches over the crimes that are sceret, is, in 
fact, the only law which a man carries about 
with bim: the ak one which Places the pu | 
een q 
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l- nadie the side of dhe guile;;/ and which 
„ operates as forcibly in solitude and darkness as 
eee c fen 8 8 
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To his. of en . is certainly 
treacherous. to one's self: for religion, of which 
the rewards ate distant, and which is animated 
only by faith and hope, will glide; by degrees 
out of the mind, unless it be invigorated a : 
impressed by external ordinances, by stated „ 
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W calls to worship, and by the salutary influence | 
80 of example. It is not alone enough to have good 


qualities; we must also have a proper q] e 

of them, and properly bring them into habitual 
exercise. And no sober man, I think; can have 

any hesitation in/declaring; that he who does not 
adhere from choice to the religion hic he —_ 
received from his country, has no more reason 

to pride himself in being a Christian, or in be- - 
ing a Mahomniedan, than he has that he was nei. 
ther born blind nor lame. It has been bis good 85 a 
TOs nen his 1 La „ 421 e mnt th 2 
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* is a most devirable 8 . me, to | 
have the opportunity, indulged to so few, of 
living, some years at least, to ourselves, in a 
state of freedom; of living under the laws of 
instead of passing dur time under ee | 
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6f aurbority aud coaltio 108 IV which alv 
enables us to mark and distinguish the degrees 


of probability, and to cxrabligh tranquility! of 


mind where it can best rest securely, and chat is, 
on resighation- Remember, however, that 
who has not cultivated: his religion, as n 
his reason, young, will find it a very hard tat 


to improve it when he is old: and that there u 


most esbentially co different sorts of curiosity; 
che one, (for I am not comparing the individual 
with the public, but with himself) that of in. 
terest, which urges us to learn what n 
personab utility, and vrhat is of most important 
che other, that of vanity, which urges us ti ic 
quire INI of m which ein 
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When you ranch; eee cords wise, nat 


to appear learned. Those men have always the 


fewest blemishes, and come nearest to the per- 
fection of public and private virtue, and ha 
their sentiments, in general, most enlarged, and 
their ideas most noble, who give themselves to 
philosophy with the sole desire and hope to be- 


come better, and to be more qualified to he . 
ful in their immediate situation. And it is 4 


true saying of the elder Pliny, . That there ar 


few | 
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when we Nabe er the use of our een 


few, if any- „ boaks, our of which a man of ere 


It is not for us, however, to ber Af „. 
in solitude like e the door of whose 


house, as if his house had been his tomb, some- 


body wrote, Hic zacet.” Men lose their in- 
tellectual powers for want of exerting them; and, 
from having trifled away youth, are uften reduced 


to the necessity of trifling away age. It fares, 
in fact, with the mind, just as it does with the 


body. To set about acquiring habits of medi- 
tation and study late in life, is like getting into 
a go-cart with a white beard, or eee to m 
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080 a we ae are to os reid; ome 1 
are to be studied, and some may be neglected 


entirely, not only without detriment, but even 


with advantage. He who in study would gree-, 
dily take in all that can be Spread before him, 


indulges a sort of canine appetite. The curio- 


ity of the man, like the hunger of the dog, de- 


vours ravenously, and without distinction, wit. 


ever falls in its way; but neither of them digests. . 
They heap crudity upon crudity, and 1 impre ove e 


nothing bur their distemper.* | 
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the technical discourse of the mere professian- 


news, and lost in politics; if you go our of 
the Gazette, you ruin him. The law pedant 


mere soldier, the mere scholar, the mere ang 
thing, is an insipid, pedantic character, and 
should in no wise be copied. But the he 


rally endued with a very small share of.common 
sense, and yet have read a great e of 
books, without taste or discretion,* 19 97 of $18 


 repository of trifles, of yanities, and perhaps of 
vices. We Should first enrich, and then confide 


faithful. It becomes more eagerly interested, 
the more we put its atrachmeny to the test; and, | 
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\ Afation, pan Abenden 
ang A gentleman should, indeed, know 
much; but should, at the same time, be as far 
as the antipodes from pedantry. How tiresome 


alist! The state pedant is always wrapt up in 


perpetually puts cases; wrangles upon every 
point; and is not to be convinced but by dint 


of argument. In short, the mere courtier, the 


all kinds of pedants are surely such as are natu- 


The memory of man is abundantly eg 
But, if 1t be not filled with valuable furniture, 
it will be crowded with lumber : it will Be the 
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confidence with fidelity The n memory, . in fact, 


says Erasmus, Nader a net, so made as to 
oonfine all the great fish, but to let the little 


ones escape. And this is true. Vet all the 
world . of want of memory, w nile very 


few, in n ws, N ne of \ Want er . 
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ee giaciny's argues a ike mind; Don! 


dantry and taste are as inconsistent as gaiety and 
melancholy. The surest means, therefore, to 
attain strength of understanding, and indepen- 


dency of happiness, is to have the mind so suf- 
fciently enlightened, as that, with his own ideas, 


a man shall be able to support solitude, and 
be an agreeable and amusing companion to him- 
self. The notions to eee in the memory 
are infinite. They are easily marshalled; nor 


is there much difficulty in drawing them out. 


Nay, so pleasant is this: operation, that it may 
be questioned, whether the mind does not take 


as much delight in arranging her forces, in dis- 
ciplining her recruits, and in marching them 
backwards and forwards on the glacis of the 


brain, as ever Frederic did in reviewing his 


death's-head grenadiers, or in ee his * 


gions on r ee 
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duce more than any other, has 


Bacon 1 * minuteness of the 
schoolmen of his day, that, ( instead of setting 


| up a flame sufficient to enlighten a large room, 
they went about with a little bit of candle, 


which, while 1 it illuminated one corner, darkened 


all the rest.“ He also says truly, that they 


broke, as it were, the solidity of science, by the 


fastidious nicety of their questions. Hence it 


has been that so many, 4 though undoubtedly 
learned persons, have both puzzled and per- 
plexed the plainest things in the world, and this 
sometimes even by means of _ ms have 
anne te, eee 
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3 e acquaintance, L if 
you recollect, thus whimsically, though forcis | 
bly, classes the genius and the talents of men: 
He who, in the same _ time, can pto- 
s vigour; he Who 
can produce more, and better, has talents; be 
who can produce what no one else can, has ge- 
nius.” In like manner, the' more independent 
of accidents, the more self-8ubsistent, and the 
more fraught with internal resources, the 
greater the character. There are some who | 
can only borrow, I had nearly said, only sten. 


” There are others, however, on the . 
, like the eagle, can eng 
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arrows, e r xs crough che chickest 1 me- 
dium. 1 | 
But ability is not alike given to all; and there- 
fore its culture is not to be universally look- 
ed for. Manner is, however, given to all; 
and yet how” variously does it present itself. 
Sweetness, brought into the general carriage, is is 
perhaps superior to ability, as it is certainly 
that which is most charming in life. It is to 
virtue and learning what the polish is to the dia- 
mond. It relieves its beauty, and gives it all 
its brilliancy. Might I advise any young man, ; 
should say, Shew. yourself always in this fair 
and amiable charaQe: : nature has given it to 
you gratuitously ; you have it without trouble; 
and you surely should not turn your face from 
what you must uy to Own an ry gg advan- 
auge. . n NTP FF 
The calm presence of a feeling and a sub- 
lime mind, on all occasions, inspires veneration';z 
it excites great thoughts, and stirs up noble sen-. 
timents. Nor can the most eloquent speaker, 
the most ingenious writer, or the most accom- 
plished statesman, effect half so much, as the 
mere mn, of the n, who tempers his wis. 
dom, 
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mankind were vicious, yet if the vice of 


still persuaded virtue was not unknown; for dy- 


| 5 you, is it, that the child of fortune is in- 


by industry, by patience, by self. denial, or by | 


the smaller duties of life with the most e 
_ Served, and how much mankind are dispo to 


PRONE all bis inclinations, he acts, upon the 
most indifferent occasions, with that freedom anc 


all mark that elegant and graceful sense of bis 


crisy were to be found among them, I should be 


pocrites, though wicked themselves, are wir- 
nesses in favour of the eternal law e 
prevs, by er divombled FR I. to it. 


80 
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structed to support the dignity of his rank, and 
to render himself worthy of that superiority over 
his fellow - citizens, to which the virtues of his 


ancestors have raised him? Is it by kn 


virtue of any kind ? Or is it not, rather, by learn- 
ing an habitual regard to every circumstance of 
ordinary behaviour, and studying to performall 


propriety ? Being conscious how much he is ob- 


elevation, which this consciousness naturally in- 
Spires. His air, his manner, his deportment, 


. 8 


There have been times, when knowledge, . 
try, valour, and even beneficence, have trembled, 


before an empty pageant. Sir, I hope you will 
believe, 1 do not tremble thus before your ene-: 


to Louis XIV. And how 1s the case even now?; 


in · 

8 Let the great remember, for the times require 
* it, that much pains may, as much pains have 
hs been taken, and much time bestowed, to teach 


or the other, to instruct them how to think. 
Their whole turn of education (let them pardon 
the freedom of the assertion) prepares them, as 
it were, to live upon credit all their lives; and, 
therefore, self. examination may not be, now ang: 
then, e to * 1 
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I am not going to wage 1 war. b derhenilons 
of nouns ; with moods, tenses, and conjugations 


FR of verbs; nor with genders and cases; neither 
ent; bave I the smallest disposition to insinuate any 
hos thing to the discredit of those whom I very sin- 


* Adam Smith, T Sallust. 
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LEPTERTORs of 
own Superiority, which those, who are _ 


n hn can bard ever e. . 


* 1. PERILS ©» 


Yer; in maxima ee minima aer 1 
have been abashed, and have lost all dignity, 


mies, said an old, brave, but overawed officer 


them what to think; but little of either the one 
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But I wish-our parents and masters would reflect, 


how really cruel and inconsistent it is, to be $0 


severe with us when infants, and to spare us 80 
much when we are advanced. Would it not 

seem as if they thought the art of mumbling 
few words were preferable to_the art of ehidking 
or searching into cause and effect We are label 


into grammar, and through a "few. forms," und 


1 on it re be to W to © dap _ pid, 
. why are we not taught to think to some gb 


us the lofty sentences of certain classic it 
which, by the way, I protest I do ok 


consideration of things, and those of the utmont 
importance, to the last days af eur lives It i5 


then left to the impulse of our on direction; 
to think rationally, or otherwise, as wWwe have 3 
mind, or rather as the ns hea our PR 
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purpose? Great pains are taken to point out to 


it would not be almost as well for youth if they 
had never heard of. Can it be the very best 
method, however, to confine us to the study of 


words for so many years; and to postpone the 


no pleasing sight ta see Wholesome truths ne- 


glected, if not tradden under foot; nar to kn. 
that rational ideas, from ignorance, or not know- 
3 | ; ing 


* 


ing bow to TI men, 
turned into derision dy the 
ne n $4 $5791 FRETS, VR 1 aj 2 Os 5 mw 
60 Gade sit pee pron STR hs ih; | 
vid non; these moral objects I as much respect | 
as any man. But if ambition and mighty passions 
are to be applauded, why $honkd not reason and 
healing virt ues be equally inculeated?” Fonte- 
nelle, in his panegyrie on Sir Isaac Newton, 
cloxes a long enumeration of that great philos- 
pher's virtves and attainments, with. this obser- 2 
ration, that © he was not distinguished from 
other men by any Singularity; either natural or 
affected.“ But what of that? It was an "ethic 8 
nent instance, no doubt, of that great man's su 
periority, that he was able to Separate Knowledge 
from those weakhnesses, by which knowiedge is 
sometimes: disgraced; that he Wus able to Seer 
in science and wisdom, without purchasing them, , 
by the neglect of little things; and thathe Stood 
alone, merely because he had left the rest of 
ated from the beaten track. | Conscious of great 

abilities, and elevated by a long course of repuc” 

tation and applause, it is painful, Werne ork 8 
Lee some 8 4 eee to sin : 
erke; 
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uregularitics are only. ee er as 


always found to blemish a character, thoug 
they may not totally obscure it. For he who 
expects from mankind, that they should give 
up established customs in. compliance with bi 
single will, and exacts that deference which he 
does not pay, may be endured, but 
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This Seems an oeh Passport to fame: anf 
thous, on whom the lot is bestowed, appear: too 
frequently to consider the patience with which 
their caprices are suffered, as an undouhted ei- 
dence of their own importance of a genius to 
which submission is uni v paid. and whos 


of its vigour. These peculiarities, however, ar 
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But let no man Oy in ene | 
ever, see too many instances) to conclude his on 
merit $0 great or conspicuous, as to require or 
justify singularity. It is as hazardous for a mo- 
derate understanding to usurp the prerogative 
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1 ordinary a. _ 
the airs of beauty. The. pride of men a mill N 
patiently endure, to see one, Whose attainments 
are but level with, their own, break through the 
rules, by which they have consented to be bound, / 


or forsake the direction which they uniformly | 


follow. All, violation of established practice, 
implies in its on nature a rejection of the com- 

mon opinion, and a defiance of common censure. 
He, therefore, who differs from others, without 8 


apparent advantage, ought not to be angry, if 


bis arrogance be punished ; and if those whose 
example he superciliously condemns, point him 
out to detection, and . him back into the 
common road. 


There are occasions, 1 will allow you, oo 


| which it is noble to dare to stand alone. To be 


pious, for instance, among infidels; to be disin- 
terested, in a time of general venality ; to lead a 
life of virtue and reason, in the midst of sen- 
svalists, these are proofs of a mind intent upon 
nobler things than the praise or blame of men; 
of a soul fixed 1 in the contemplation of the highest 5 
good, and superior to the tyranny of custom 
and example. But it is in moral and religious 
questions only, that a wise man will hold no con- 
vltativns with fashion, because these duties are 
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Tr cage of "the ane * not mY 
ways 50- Sure 4 mark of distresss as” the stare of | 
the languid. We seldom reckon any task, which 
we are bound to perform, among the blessings | 
of life. We always aim at a period of pure en- 
joyment, or a termination of trouble; ad oe er- 
look the source from which most of our p regent 
IE tisfactions are really drawn. But is it ops 
OI alone, then, you will ask me, that supports the 
WT nid in the midst of uncertainty? Or would 
4 assurance of success fill the intervals of 5 : 
tion with more pleasing « emotions A 


Give the Hinthidi his ity; give the pit 

the gold which is staked on the game, that the 

7 one may not need to fatigue his person, nor the 
ober to perplex his mind, and Gott will pro- 
baby laugh at your folly, The one will stake 
Ii money anew, that he may be perplexed; tlie 
1. other will turn Kis stag t6 the field, that he may 
oy hear the cry of the 3 and Tollow them 
vor. vi. e * through 
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existence is a burthen, and ae iteration of me- 
| Wann Ae 3 ANTS Ae & i Alk 1 


: «The difficulties ad. hardebips of nnd ik 

= posed to detract from the goodness of 

fg Gods and yet-many of the pagtimes, men/devix 
for themselves are fraught with diff alti Fr 

- hardships..../The:great-.inventor of the game 


human life, notwithstanding, knew. well hom.to 


accommoclate the players, The chances oni 
are matter of complaint. But if these were to 
be remoyed, the game itsell would pg.: Jogger 
amuse the parties. We are not always unhappy, 
when we complain. There is a kind of affliction, 
which makes even an agreeable state of the, mind, 
and lamentation itself ; is sometimes an .6xpres 
sion of pleasure, The painter and the port 
have laid hold of this handle, and have pr Vl 

ed, among the means of entertainment, 
bt to avakes. our Sap. . ds "ak 
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. * * 1 most lasting 2 Source, dl 
comfort. For what. else can fill the aching yoid 
in the heart, that human pleasure can neyer fill 
'The adde cee to beat with a 
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for b + bien be still. hen n 
kind, and the mind has lost the prop on which 
it fondly leaned, where can the tender suffering 
being fly, but to the fountain of all goodness ? 


And when death shall have desolated the present 
scene, and torn from us the companions of our 
youth ; when we shall walk along the accustom- 


ed path, and almost fancying nature dead. al, 
n are ee ; era _ 12 to thew! well 


former pleasu wv — 0 4 


pedts ; there is but one source of comfort-with- - 
in our reach; and in that sublime solitude, the 
world appears only to cin *. Creaton and 
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8 2 PF. 89 1 50K de 2 2 of G % = 


Philosophensy e en tell-v us, that tliey hive. 
read much, and that they have reflected mere; 
and that; therefore, they must be qu-lifed 


to pronounce on the àbsurdity of all the canting 
illusions of the gospel. ei it indeed te. = 


that they began, and. pre 


with an hearty g will? Or — they have 


taken the same Pains to divest themselves' of pre- 
judice, in the examination of the | gosÞtl; that- 


they would in the examination f any physienl! 
2 edulity-tidd 3 

hardiness in vain an to shake the purity of . 
4 2 815 , the 
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or scientific Proposition ? But 1 
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seemed calculated, 1 m many instances. 
religion ever cee . world, __ natu- 


| the Peace did h 


IIIA. cul. | 4 
wy nne of th pron m- 


1 e the Christian e aas * 
lingbroke, was born, if I may say so, in a de- 

cated! by a sect of the most obscure 
ande in the Roman empire; and though it 
„to. be ta. 


ther the institution of an order of reformers, 
than of a natienal governing religion; yet no 


ne a of mankind... Wenn 
has had a contrary effect, it has been wing to 
bigotted theology, which, as a science; may be 


compared to Pandora's box. Many good things, 


in truth, lie uppermost in it; but many evil 
as undeniably lie under them, and scatter 
plagues and desolation through the world; 
Christianity is, consequently, founded on the 
universal law of nature. The gospel teaches the 
great and fundamental principles of this law, uni- 
verbal benevolence; recommends the precepts: of 
it, and commands the observance of them. In a 


vord, it makes right reason a law, in every possible 
| definition of the word. And, therefore; een 
supposing it to have been purely an human in- 
vention, it had been 55 n ade and the 
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„rec ee can we be surprized if 
e the unpresuming Christian cry out, Suppos- 
it nns even Christianity, which I feel to be eternal 
. truth, to be no more than a solemn cheat, ought 


2 
* 


Ito thank the man, who would undeceive me? 
To remain under the power of principles which 
would influence and support me in life and death,” | 1 

is surely to remain in a happy delusion. Why 
should he awaken me, then, to mizery * Know- | 
ing my real state to be sorrow, why would he 


dispel my ery at the ho rr of deer va 5 


nes PP. + 


wards Christianity, the bt inaet hotel Has | 
the least consistency in his system. He praises it, 

it true; but he is not the less hostile in reality. 

He acknowledges there may be good in it; but 
upon the whole, he reprobates the scheme, afd 
insists upon it, that it would have been better for 
man had he been without it. But why is he S0 
much out of humour? No one would press 
this „ to de a Christian. No man, is 8 
* Bolingbroke. | 
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than he is to be a Fame Nn FO 
he may easily perceive the belief of it is not nett. 
Sary to his advancement in life, nor his progres 
in any profession, he has it in his option to be a 
| apr 2 nen a ee , Or an ac "y 
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8 au on an pere inquiry, however, a man be 
aà religious and moral deist, let him be so. Such 
were Socrates, Plato, and Cicero, long before tbe 
revelation of Christ; and it is still a character 

by no means disgraceful to a virtuous. mind... I 

would blame no one for want of faith; I would 

only blame him for want of sincerity; not for 
being no Christian, but for pretending to be one 
without believing. The professed deist, Mott 
certainly, thus gives Christianity fair play g and 
if she cannot defend herself, let her fall: but 
the rationalist assassinates her in the dark. The 
first attacks Christ, as did the multitude, with 

'- Swords and staves; but the _ like Ju 
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but who can say;thathe 1adibe 
In such case, man would have: been no longer 
man; and this world would have been a state of 
rewards, and not of prob 
likewise, he must allow, that however he may 
argue, and whatever the quantity y of evib may be 


in the world; we undoubtedly were created for 
society, and were ordained as evidently to Ive, if | 
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Chrixtianity was long left _ Shift; font» 


$f, in the midst of a frantic, world. Nor is ; 


the age of infatuation} gs yet Altogether, paged 
away. But Who, excepting the enthusigsts, of 
mystery, and the swelling, p. perplexing. and, fer- 


menting spirits who delight i in incomprehens- 


bility, could evet have been 50 Vain, ag to MV 
comforted themselves with wretched, paradoxes; 
against the conviction of sense and, experience ? 
We are not now, surely, to be taught, when in 
the extremity. of anguish, to sing, Quam suave, 


quam dulce hoc est quam hoc non cur!” 
Ratten in general now are etecined only as 
8 b 7 they 
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z0iL be. The creator“ L will concede te be T5, 
| nalist}/no dout * might have put ĩt out of | 
the power vf man to hæue committed ain, by: en- 
dowing him with a greater degree of perſoctionʒ 
er have done so 85 
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ng to be valued — the 3 innocent 4 and 
pleasantness of their way of thinking For „ 
ther you look into their principles, or int | 
lives, you can see nothing but what is placi 
and cheerful. One of the main springs even af 
their philosophy is, that as God has provided i 
estimable pleasures for men in the next 
world, so he has made ben Yrovision - 
them in this; and hence the reason, hs 2 
willing to partake of all its innocent pleasures 
and delights; for © God is pag ons man 
receives; to enjoy is to ue . 
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The man a who, by dome oudden revoluilaie 

ö fortune, is lifted up at once into à condition of 

life grea ly above what he had formerly lived in, 

may be assured, the congratulations of his best 
friends are not all of them perfectly sincere· An 
| rho 1 called, bee the grea 
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centiment of envy con 


heartily sympathising with bo Ir. II he have 


any judgment, indeed, he is sensible of this; and. 
instead of appearing to be elated with his good 
fortune, he endeavours, as much as he can, to 
mother his joy, and keep down | thay Kuen of 
mind, with which his new circumstances nm 
inspire him. He even affects ers Al 


of dress, and the zame modesty of behaviour, 


which became him in his former statien, He 
perhaps does more; he redoubles his attention 
to his old friends, and endeavours, more than 
ever, to be humble, assiduous, and complaisant. 


Yet it is seldom that, with all this, he succegds. 
We suspect the sincerity of his humility, and he 


ae wee of this restraint. In a little time, 


behind Ka some Go" the wenden of them ex- 

| cepted, who may perhaps condescend to become 

his dependents. Nor does he always acquire | 

new ones; the pride of his new connections is as 

much affronted at finding him their equal, as that 

of his old ones had been by his becoming their 
Ure the most obstinate and 


superior; and it requit 
persevering modesty;. to atone for this mortif 


tion to both. At length becoming weary, be 
is so much provoked by thi sullen and suspi- 
cious pride of the one, and by the saucy contempt _ 
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he other, that he treats the f 11 Sith neolet, 

Arte second with Pefüntest till at last, b. 

wh habitually insolent, he forfeits the exteett] ö 
All. 8 the chief part of human happilickithi 

consists in the consciousness of being beloved, as 

| 1 believe it does, can such sudden changes of for. 
tune effectually contribute to Present, or to pro- 
pective felicity? Or, in the application of the 
Principles. of this idea, can any sensible Pyr Thonis 
Wbrir any thing extraordinarily alluring, 
mounting and Baring over dhe derum 
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It ĩs not, beste bg to say, we 
| teh at the philosopher who disseminates AG 
and mischievously propagates libertinism. While 
a min says 80, he may lose his child: his wik 
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maybe persuaded, that a regard to ber 
vow is ridiculous simplicity: : his steward n 
be satisfied there is no crime in cheating him; 
and even his Prince may fancy himself a tentes- 
ttial divinity, and that all his subjects are hecs- 
LVarily His slaves. Pr eserving a distinct and mbro 
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A gies 
world: those who in death are destined to obli- 
vion; and those to whom gratitude gives an eter- 

nal existence: the one literally to be regar | 
the children of humanity; - the other, as the i I 
heritors of heaven. Before you give your belief. 
therefore, examine these characters. Read the 
texts with your own eee in An rde 


In the article even. oy Kddlity, 1 am very sor 
to say, it has not been the custom of e 
class of these writers to be very punctiliousſy sc 


pulous. Poetry is, however, natural to 1 


imaginations; j nor, consequently, i in their dedue- : 
tions, can they be supposed over-abundantly cor- 


reft., For instance, Set ee is "oO by 
them 
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wise than inconsistent, they almost, in the same 


| | reprobate the game dodtrine in the 
Christian scheme, and would most gladly deny 
the hope of future happiness to us, although they 
would gratefully e its n, * 
beet g 


to 

KH would seem as if Nay aid: n were not 
perfectly well understood by them; or at lest, 
mated. I also, in my turn, indeed, may be 


ermanens and unalterable; und; as it fills the 
ma with profound. tranquility for the preser 
so it establishes an entire security in that ahi 
is to come. I do not, at the zamb time al 
those positive blessings which are called zuch be- 
cause they momentarily stimulate the n 
For how often follow in their train, disgust, 
ment, and remore! Nay,” almost all of then 
1 by apprehersion: and, wu 


we "A to lose, we ne Cease to enjoy. 
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have been, in all ages, the great corruptors CEA: 


world, and their Þ xce ought no more: 
to be preserved, than the art of mundeting 
out Pn Thang oo UP: with 22 
inyulnerable, yet e very men; I mean as au- 
thors, in fact, Rave wy. been dizzling: to . 
sight of common appr n.; and that 8 
owing to the glitter 6 X wi ele 
phrases, happily coneeived, and carefully Scatter 0 
through RAR darn vf han ret BY 
e eee Thy: ig AW 
The Panel of 8 ene is glo 
and he who. does not desire to possess ĩt is nt 
wise man. He, on the contrary,” O does pos- 
dess it, and does · not feel grateful, is wnworthy of 
the treasure. But ke: in whom it abounds, WR 
is enlightened by it, and yet Who turns. it to the” 
injury of his fellow-ereatures, is of all eharactois 
the most eulpable, and the least entitled to in 
dulgence. For, how inconsiderately do-we ner 
e men suffering themselves to be hurried daun j | 
the torrent; some cal and men. amo See- ö 
mily and vretehodlyꝰ The en _ —_— 
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ln the very best of the various systematig of 
fusions of imperious f 


philosophy, J can find no 
comfort; for th ere is no certainty. Must not 
gontinual sceptic casion continual nxiety? 
For my own part J I cannot conceive a more 209 
28, or a more settled vexation, than that of 
flying from doctrine, to doctrine, the pf tof 
every fantastic Pyrrhonist: this morning to be 
2, Spinozaist; to-morrow, a Hobbite 3 and, next 
Gay, a Leibnitzian; banded about in Age. 
an of for i never likely, to rest 
TER hah — 3 e this 6 
i aue extirpation of moral and. religic 
| ! (hs single city of Paris, thirte en 
have et in the; 
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of a popular creed: for nothir 


that which shall receive applause, without any 
| effort of intellect 3 to im POSE silence, without any, 
labour of confutation; and to have knowledge, 


without the drudgery of _ or IN een 
eee * the under 


2 


9 mn we eee to be 


And hence honour, true or false, will | 
speak and impel, while the monitor ae 
rests inactive, or is in a state of complete indifs 
ference.” Hence, consequently, the reason why 
corrupting the morals of society, eur 
of the higher orders of it, is peculiarly 'injurt 

for manners are only preserved ll ample ; at 
example must originate in the fitst classes ef 4 
community, The greater the clevution whener 


slon it makes. 
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into vulgar currency, and to become the maximt | 
hing gratifies. passion 
and vanity: 80 much, as to be taught to speak 


hame, who are not to be influenced by u virtue. 


it proceeds, the er andeuten, 44s e : 


many-headed people may be Weng of Vorder: 3 
but that disorder is easily controuled; or, 2 
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come a prodigy of valoue. So it is in othe 
And thence mah it not warrantably ke 


 convenience,: and who seems to write wit 
eee and justice is à virtue 


eummend, or what apology can be, inv 
Entre wichedacss or ths" cum malen d 
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been aid, chat the ho shon 
t timidity, if net cowardice; undder api 
Janimous leader, may, when led on by a hero, b. 


moral purpose whatever, even the licent 
of his age cannot extenuate; for it is the ft 
duty of a writer to make the world, if „ 


Nor is the giddy Hbentioep or 


— in any respect s bane- 
ful. as such à latitudinarian; for, Who em 


hboured: impisty d What 
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chains be amiable and' moral ties that form the 
. to exercise skill for the benefit, others! 
Has not every man owed much to those who 
have gone before him; and therefore is he not 
bound to repay, in beneficent acts, the kindness 


That people, devoted to the pursuits of a 
disipated life, should conceive religion a.diffi- 
cult, or even an unsatisfactory or unattainable 
state, it is easy to believe. That they n 
conceive it, however, to be an unhappy state, is 
the consummation of their error and their mis- 
fortune. For, that a rational being should be 
his understanding enlightened; that an immor- 
tal _—_ should have his views < exte 
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thing of: rei ae hh thay have nos 
dentally picked up by desultory convers 
2 re eee en 


1 Hh the attention of the aries en- 
„ KeMtendd understanding- To talk to such, 
about the Christian religion, would be to 
converse with the deaf concerning e 
e _ on the beauties of en; 
; 135 

eee moridity is not, Laing you, m * 
5 | vhich, The labours of wise and 1 men are 
| thrown aside as obsolete and w U n 
5 cd eben . Wee cba isDosition khan 0r- | 
diary happen to intervene, some middle kind of 
reading is found out, which recommend some 

[1 1. half-way state, something between Paganism« 
\ To — u — 
med's tomb, between earth and heaven l 

of reading, which, while it quiets the coe 

by being on the side of morals, neither awake 
their fears nor alarms their security. By dealing 
in generals, it comes home to the hearts — 
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But „ e eee 1 
no means sufficient. And hence, the least 


considerate minds ought to conclude, it may be 


at least as possible for them to be mistaken, in 
disbelieving Christianity, who know nothing of 


the matter, as for those great masters of reason 
and erudition, Bacon, Newton, Grotius, Boyle, 
Locke, Addison, and Euler, to be deceived in 


their belief of Christianity; a belief to which 
they firmly adhered, after the most diligent and 
critical researches into the authenticity of its re- 
cords, the completion of its prophecies, the sub- 


| limity of its doctrines, the purity of its precepts, 
and the arguments of its adversaries.; a belief 


vhich they have testified to the world by their 
writings, and without any other motive than 


their regard for truth, and their anxious solici- 
tude for the en of EY: N of 
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to add to this subject, should it ever have the 
honour to be admitted into the good company of 
the thoughtless and the een ere will 
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immediately determine; it to eren been the 
work of some enthusiast; some follower of 
Swedenborg ; ; some visionary or some madman; 
But you, I flatter myself, will vindicald me on 
these heads, and will assure them , Lamas far te. 
moved, as any man living, ar- all or any of 
these characters; that I once even might have 
doubted as well as they; but that having had some 
leisure, and more curiosity, IJ employed them 
both in resolving a question which AY to 


> ee 


me to be of no W W e e e mr 


Mods now, 1 way 190 ibcranatioci; but in i with 


from a much abler pen: Your objections to 


revelation may be numerous, says Bishop Watson 


to Mr. Gibbon; you may find fault with the 
account which Moses has given of the creation 
and the fall: you may not be able to get water 


enough for an universal deluge; nor room 


enough, in the ark of Noah, for all the different 
kinds of aerial and terrestrial animals: you may 


be dissatisfied with the command for -5acrificing 


Isaac, for plundering the Egyptians, and for ex- 


tirpating, the Canaanites: you may find fault 


with the Jewish ceconomy, for its ceremonies, 


its sacrifices, and its multiplicity of priests : you 


may object to the imprecations in rhe Palms; 
and . the ee dare 
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for dramatic dice you ney Mn upon AP - 
partial promulgation of Christianity as an ins- 

perable objection to its trutir ; ard waywartly 
reject the goodness of God towards yourself, be- 
cause you do not comprehend how you have de- 
served it more than othets: you may Know no 
thing of the entrance of sin and death into the 


world, by one mats transgression ; nor be able 


to comprehend the doctrine of the cross, and of 
redemption by Jesus Christ: in short, if your 
mind be so disposed, you may find food for 
your scepticism in every page of the Bible, as 
well as in every appearance of nature; and it is 
not in the power of any person but yourself to 
clear up your doubts. You must read, and you 
must think for yournelf; and you's must do both | 
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Your difficulties with respect to revelation,” 
continues the same manly prelate, ** may have first 
arisen from your on reflection, or the religious 
indifference of those whom, from your earliest 
infancy, you have been accustomed to revere 
and imitate. Domestic irreligion may have 
made you a willing hearer of libertine conver- 
ation ; and the uniform prejudices of the world 
may us finished the business at a very early 
age, and left you to wander through life with-- 
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Ir das a farcürtte hing vith a peat em- 
peror of antiquity, Remember how small a Pe 
you are of the universal nature; how small a Pe 
moment of the whole d uration is appointed for 
you; and how small a part you are of this 
object of universal fate, or Providence. * 
« Men,” Says the same philosopher, 98 oaks 
retirement. in the country, on the sen coasts, 
or mountains; but this is all, in fact, super- 
fuous ; a man may, any hour he pleases, retire 
into himself ; and no where will he find a place 
of more quict and amy: chan! in his own goul.” yh 
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This emperor was a wise man; „ 
ration is not unlike the ingenious b rench re- 
mark, That those who depend on extrinsic things 
on the merits of their ancestors for example, 
may be said to search at the root of the tree for 
those fruits, which the branches alone ought 
to produce, Before you get into the practice, 
however, of retiring into this snug little internal 
boudoir, let me recommend to you not to be 
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: | 1 satisfied hh what you Thigh a- 


ready- gained from study, or even from specula- 


tion; not to become the determined student, or 


the blind admirer; aud 80 to substitute the 
knowledge of books for the inquisitive and ani- 


mated spirit, in which, those TIM, "A most 
| probably originated, A „ 


W 1 

 Curionity i is, in \ great. and generous mind) the 
firs passion, and the last; and perhaps always 
predominates in proportion to the strength of 


the contemplative faculties. He who ,compre- 
bends all. that 1s before. bim, and soon exhaust; | 
for new Inqui- | 


any single subject, is always cager 
ries ; and as far as the :ntllectual eye takes 1 na 
wider prospect, it must be gratified with variety, 
by more rapid flights, and bolder excursions; 
nor perhaps can there be proposed to those, who 


have been accustomed to the pleasures of in- 
quiry, a more powerful incitement to any under- 
taking, than the hope of filling t their imagination 

with new images, of clearing their doubts and 


enlightening their reason. _ How. readily thus are 


terrors a apprchensions, even i in the most tic, 
tobe Swi by the allurements of expectatiot 
or the enjoyment of hitherto W atific; 
tion! FVV e 
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F 155 ks nee ths wn — if I may 
be allowed ans eee of matter; Who h. V= 
ing more power than will, consta Crete 
themselves to mee by the sup sition 
that the thing is impossible, or truly not ut | 
the trouble. Greatness, however, is nbthing 
more; than an aggregate of little things, or. 
cording to the Arabian proverb, RE 
added to drop, "which constitutes the ocean. 85 
All the performances of human art, at which We 
look with praise or wondett are it instances of this 
irresistible force of perseverance. - To' their rea. 
son and spirit, therefore men houl 
determinatiory of Persisting poses. 
He, who would gain 4. reputation, beende 18 1 
the names hourly swept away among the refuse 
of fame, should acquire the art of APPS, \ What 
he cannot batter, and the habit 'of 1 mquis 
Gs DO obstin cks, 
Tin: is the wise mnin's drab an adi? 
which will produce nothing without bultiva- 
tion, but which will always abundant repay 
the labours of industry, and satisfy the most ex- 3 
tensive desires, if no part of it be süffertd to lie 
aste by e That which is inevitably | 
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in truth; very considerable. And therefore wt 
should always recollect, that he who. runs again 
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to awaken every man to an Ae prosecution 


of whatever he is desirous to perform. At tbe 
ame time, it is as clear, that no diligence is ab 
solutely certain of Success, and that des v may: 
intercept the swiftest _ But, he who is 
even cut off in the execution of an honest under. 
taking, has at least the gr 'of falling in-his 
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- And kar yells e me for makingan 
cope application; and as we are drawing tos 
close, for making that application immediate 
to yourself. Nor, indeed, is it possible for you 
to do otherwise; for do I not know that you 
have well followed up the plan you had pre- 
scribed to yourself, and that you are now on the 


point of returaing to us, as the young bee to the 


parent hive, loaded with the and most 


n * of the sweets of * various 
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emes you 13 visited. 3 the -enchy- 
ʒiasm, but how often do I bot picture you to my- 


% 


elf seated upon the summit of one of the hig - 


est Alps; chere breathing a serene air, elevated 


above all low. and terresttial affections ; disen- 0 


gaged almost, as it were, from matter, and for 


the moment rid of the vexation and torment of 
human extravagancy. At other times I can fancy 


you contemplating a dance of death, or smiling 
at the shadowy existence, or boisterous nothing 
ness, of nations. Do you not remember the 
cottages of the undoubted, and now. only real 
descendants of the old Romans, those masters 


of the universe, stuck up like bird cages, on 


Mont Pilate, near Lucerne? Or the still more 


illustrious dwellings of the people of Getsau, che 
smallest republic, without doubt, in the world > _ 


A territory only two leagues long, and one league 
wide; and yet possessed of its independent ma- 
gistrates, its landamman, its council of bench. 
its courts . 1 us pi ants Fn $3 
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certain, as often as it recurs to Your m 


set the whole machine of philosopby at works | . 


But no matter. The origin of this dance was 
curious. In many churches of France, there 
Was an ancient ow or micpickepz.1 in which all 
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after other; it was called, Daa Ane 
This sort of spiritual masquerade Was Almost 
universally celebrated i in churches.” A dance of 
death seems even to be alluded to in Englih 
verse, $0 early as Pierce Plowman's — 
written about 1350. Death came driving 
after and al to dust pashed kyngs and Kaisatz, 
knights and popes.” T The dance oli death | 
_ erroneously supposed to have been 
by Folbein, is different from this, though 
founded in the same idea. It was painted 
by Holbein, at Basil, in 1543 : but it appeared 
much earlier. It was in public buildings at 


Minden, in Westphalia, so early as 1g 83 3 at : 
ee in 5 3 and at be in 15364 
And are we not; at times, all „ Ne q 6 
man will be found, in whose mind airy notions | 5 
do not sometimes tyrannize, and force him to 
roam beyond the limits of sober probability. | . 
He who once resolves upon ideal discoveries, " 
seldom searches long in vain. It is not every 4 
one, however, as the poet, who, with ? his = . 
. in a fine n _— can 0 place 70 * 
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eee wut heaven 


8 Fe! Du Cange, ol _ - 
r Paul Christian Hilscher, 
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| LevrEK civ. 
heaven to earth; 1 from earth to m 


We are, many of us, too much children of 


the clod. The ostrich i is a bird, but it moves 


scarcely, _ at 1 85 faster than the camel. e 


1 
4 — 


We can ons bs _ away n on- 


elves, until we put our faculties to some trial. 


No man can form a just estimate of his on 
powers by inactive speculations 3 I would say 
then, have confidence 1n the abilities you are 
master of, For, it may be no less dangerous to 


claim, on certain occasions, too little, chan a 
| too much. There is always something cap- 
tivating in spirit and intrepidity, (propensities, L 
indeed, widely different from presuming impu- 
dence) to which we often yield, as to a resist- 
less power; nor can he reasonably expect the 
confidence of others, who too apparently dis- 
trusts himself.“ Aristotle, if you remember, 


names Fortitude the first of the cardinal vir 


tues, as that without which no other virtue can 
steadily be practised; and he was right. K 


qould, however, have been added, that Pru- 
dence. and Justice should have a co-ordinate |. 


sort of authority; since, without Prudence, For- 


titude is mad; and without ran) ir it is —_— 
chievous. wit] oily, 6 
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a LETTER . 
Ho frequently do we see that man; though, 
as à rational being, he has thought fit to wk 
himself the lord of the creation, is yet the 
voluntary slave of prejudice and custom; the 
most general opinions being often the most ab- 
Wurd, and the prevailing principles af adtim 
stances, may of |course be supposed over 
borne by the importunity of appetite; the fi- 
ture being universally sacrificed to the prevent, 
and hope renounced for possession. But is it 
not Strange, that one man should be immor. 
talised as a God, and another put to dead 

| as a felon, for actions which have the came ms 
tive, and the same rendency ?' Th 

| -robber or a murderer raises our indignation.] 
This is inevitable: and on some accavions, d 

- dreadful aggravation, we could almost becone 
the executioners. But how is it that we folloy 

a warrior in the path of Slaughter with hom 

_ complacency ? and although we hear of hs dt. 
luging the peaceful fields of industrious zimpl: 
city with blood, and leaving them desolate to tir 
widow and the orphan, we yet talk of him u 
praise? In fair and honest comparison, the: 
can be no difference between rhe conqueroraal 

the robber; or if there be, it certainly mi 

| be given in | favour of 128 kane, who mf 
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be bighly criminal towards one or ITO ; en | 


the former, an Alexander, a Cæszar, or a Charles 
XII. for instance, is the remorseless destroyer of 


millions. How. then would the conquerors 
deeds, in equity, stand in the order of retributive 


estimation? He must e een be pro- 
portion of millions to one. Where is he ut 


nounced deserving of puni hm 


difference between these characters, also, in other 
respects? Alexander, we are told, gave proof 


of his greatness of mind by his contempt of 


danger. And shall we not say the same of the 


bighwayman, who, unsupported and unaided by 
a phalanx, ventures to the field alone, and de- 
pends upon his own single nerve, in the be ; 


gles he is certain to e 


plexed reason, and as gross an absurdity as any 
that has disgraced it. It would almost inclint 


one to believe, that whatever interest we may 
have in knowing ourselves, we vet, perhaps, 
know as much, if not more, of every thing else, 


than we do of the phenomena of human nature. 
Let us * HTO 1 the: same time, that 
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That WavSACIR,: with al its direful als con- : 
comitant woes, should be deserving of honour, 
is as inscrutable a mystery as any that has per- 
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— though acabitieds; e 8 of pets 3 
and the desire of fame, have too — " 
to the commission of crimes, yet they have often 
| - _ , engaged men in pursuits, which have advanita- | 
__- geously drawn forth many of the first qualities 
[ of the human cbaracter. I am far, therefore, 

from insisting upon a contempt of glory as an | 
article of wisdom. It is noble to labour well in 
the public cause. The characteristic of honour- 
able men is, to acquit themselves well in eyery 
condition; in the field, in the court, or in the 
| village ; in the senate, or in the private retreat, | 

But if they affect any particular station, it ougbt 

surely to be that, i in which their actions may be 

rendered most extensively beneficial. It is; if 
I mistake not, then, an unfailing and uni · 
versal axiom, that © pride is abject and mean.” 
Nothing in reality can be great which 1s [not 

| right; and nothing which reason condem 
can be suitable to the dignity of the Fi 
mind. Thus the- utmost excellence at which 
humanity can arrive, is a constant anc determi- | 
nate pursuit of virtue, without regard to present 

danger or advantage; ; an habitual appeal 40 

everlasting justice, and an unwearied elevation 

of the intellectual eye to the reward which pe 

zeverance only can obtain. 7 
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as that men may be heard boasting i in one street, 
what they would anxiously conceal in another ? 


of praise and satire eee according to 


8 


* 


of hypocrite endeavours to appear more vici- 


* 


vour to deceive himself? That he shall strive 
to believe he is more virtuous than he really is; 
and either not attend to his vices, or even mis- 
take his vices for virtues $i | 
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heart, eee is worse than 
gaming, bad as it is, with the money of the 


* 
rr 


Who knows the length to which n | | 
tabiruatdeprovieyady n e ehe Hindes 
of excellence so well settled by time and place, 


The grounds of scorn and esteem, the topics 5 


the several virtues or vices, which the course 
of our lives has disposed us to admire or abhor. 
But is he who is solicitous for real dignity, to be 
limited by local reputation? Hypocrisy, for 
instance, at one end of the town, is very different 
from hypocrisy at the other. The one kind 


ous than he really is; the other, to appear 

more virtuous. But, how contemptible in both. - 
cases! that a man shall not only endeavour to 
deceive the world, but that he shall also endea- 
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| —— A bar not the prevuinption; 1 am x cn 
A wa it would: be an attempt of desperate har 
| =: dizhood, to venture upon the vast, if not jmpres 


. ticable design of n che world. Let, 
make the best of the times in which we live; 
to fill up the measure of our er 
ticular, and individual duties; and to take cute 
the age, at least, shall not be the · worse for our 
having been cast into ĩt, ems to be little more 
5 than the bare dictate of probity, ae not . 

mantic DIG 15 ee Fan 
ens du me as 8 pe 
| of money. It gives them what value it plette 
+ and in course they are received into currency. 
. But, neither the one nor the other, unless'the the 
5 standard be just, can be deemed of inttimir 
estimation For the wisest purposes, un. 
doubtedly, there bas been impressed den 
the human mind a taste for variety ; and life 
ME would be certainly altogether insipid wittioorit 
r We all in truth feel, that unalloyed happen 
1 does not dwell upon earth, d e 
to and fro in a vale of darkness. The human 
understanding being deluded with shadows, wee 
. often, in attempting even the pursuit of an object 
of science, W W in our inqui- | 
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ries; „ Adeukzeg regent 
themselves; and What we ardently: l we 
at OFT into vixer- ES 
it ENLACES Tic 1 E 
3 ahi same time, — 1 let un n not t deny, : 
that we are happier than we in general fancy 


ourselves to be. Those men are com- 


monly esteemed the happiest, whose desires are 


most frequently gratiſied. But, if in reality a 


passion for what they desire, and a continued 
fruition, were alone requisite to hap piness, man- 
kind, for the most part, would have reason to 
complain of their lot. What they eall their en- 
joyments are generally momentary; and the ob- 


ject of sanguine expectation, when obtained, no 


longer continues to occupy the mind. Alexander 
wept when he reached the Indian ocean: a new 


passion succeeded ʒ and the 1 mata as be- 


fore, became 1 intent on 4 distant . 


Our memory weft 0 0 . „„ | 
the present, we are told, ate equally subjects of 


dislike and pleasure. But this, conclusion, | 


poxed knowledge of causes, does not correspond 


with experience. In every corner, in every 


94 hamler, 
* Maupertuis. | 
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hamlet, in every field, rhe: —— 0 


or thoughtless, indifferent, c 


of human life, when intent on their argument 
35 escape from their sorrows, and find a tolerable 
| Je" in proving? that men are — bac; - 


in suspence and solicitude. We think ourselves 
dependent on the will of other men, and are 


as if to preserve ourselves were to retain our 
| weakness and perpetuate our sufferings. We 
charge the ills of a distempered imagination, and 

a corrupt heart, to the account of our fellow 
creatures, to whom we refer the pangs of our 
disappointment or malice; and while we foster 
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persons we meet carry an aspect 1 is cher 


animated. The labourer whistles at his lies, 


and the mechanic is at ease. in his calling; the 
frolicsome and gay feel a series of lively plea- 


sures; even they, who complain of the/migeries 


We Abuse non he falling into 1 8 
in the choice of our objects. We look abroad 
for a happiness, which is only to be found n 
the qualities of the heart. We think oursely 
dependent upon accidents, and are therefore kept 


therefore servile and timid. We act, in short, 


our mise, are * that the care of our. 
8 1 ele 
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pres is attended Witt nb bete effects. But, 
he who remembers that he is by nature a ratio- 
nal being and a member of society, that to pre- 
serve himself is to preserve his reason, and to a 
preserve the best feelings of his heart, will en · 
counter with none of these inconveniences; and 
in the care of himself will find 1 1255 f 
' tisfaCtion — in as; 16 3 


Man, on all points, cannot- be too 45 
just. He owes it to himself, and he owes' 
it to the world. Admiration is a very short - | 
lived passion, which immediately decays upon 
growing familiar with its object, unless * 
be fed by new attractions, and kept alive by © 
perpetual success ion. And thus, on our most 5 = 
pressing occasions, although we are in some dle. 1 
gree obliged to lean upon others, we yet in te —_— 
definitive arrangement must look to en ad e 
to euch yy in Ke mmagsd ee | 


| There 15 ot ne pon which we are not 
well agreed, I mean luxury. It is some- 
times employed to signiſy a manner of life, 
which we think necessary to civilization and 
even to happiness. It is in our nne of 

T ny” 
Ferguson, 


4 


» 2 — == = - th = A b 
= —— — — en eerie at. — 
* -_ — —— 8 Ws", E * 


e 


| finition, the plough, the spade, the loom, 


Vith Hollingshed, for example, that 
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ade ages, the. 5 dent of arts; the roppor of | 
commerce, and the minister of nationa 

ness and opulence. It is in our censure yy 8 
generate manners, the source of corruption, and. 
the presage of national declension and ruin, It 
zs, in a word, admired, and it is blamed ; it is | 
treated as ornamental and e 855 it 1 8 655 3 
cribed a as a vice. e 
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ths cans ll PETR, N | 
the present times, judging - more favour 


ably of the past; as if wbat is luxury at 


present, would cease to be luxury when it be. 
comes customary. A French writer thus holds 
every sort of food to be luxury, but raw flesh 
and acorns; and every sort of covering to be 
luxury, but bear's skins. According to nd | 
are all A 
of them instruments of luxury. Let every: 8980 


i enjoy the privilege of his own; thoughB® 5 but 
in common apprehension, I must think, gern 


can only imply a faulty excess. Will you 8 4 


glasses are an article of abominable luxury; or 
that a house, adorned with fine PORE * 
woes, is an imputation © on the pri . 


atious- hd ids" r built, or 
pra.” and airy stroets, ought to be at 
as luxury, seeing they con! 58 N us Py to 
checrfuloinl as 60 health, 


2 


Man coe of 20k a6 „ 80 intirantely 
connected, that the one cannot ch ease, while 
the otl-er suffers. In order to have mens Sana in 
corpore Sano, -therefore, it is necessary 
the temperament of both, Bodily W sup- 
ports the mind; and nothilng tends more to Sup». 


port the body than, cheerfulness, Much mo- 


tion and bodily exercise tend to make us ro- 


bust; but, in the mean time, the mind” is 
tarved. Much reading and reflection fortify | 
the mind; but, in the mean time, the body f 18 
starved® Nor is this all, excess in either is de- 


_ struction to both; for exercise, too violent, 


whether of mind or body, wears the machine. 
Whatever is innocent, then, and can be at- 
tained, is 9 ag ee gs to "both. 
E and moch 

Excess Nan it; as much ns it is pu- 
nished by dhe condemnation of good sense. In 
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mis paper them, 


| The modes of youth are à subject of censure 
the old; and the modes of the last age, in their 


posed to be severe, and the young to be merry 
And thus, whether a man sleep on a bed of stray, 
or tumble on a bed of down; tread upon à car- 


KS, 
4 } 
. 


1 palace, t. 
pee merten en 


x — this any 7 een Jak yet ue 
would not wish that men should be like a flock 
of sheep, and never emerge from 


tainly, little better than brutal barbarity. An 
One thing more, and that of very comdiderablen con- 


sequence, is further to be recollected, chat dur- 


ing all the cry against refinement of manners it 
is the poor who practise the arts, and an ba 


The casuist, for the nick 3 can 5 ä 


| $a of his own age and condition as a stand: 
ard for mankind. If in one age or condition, 
he condemn the use of a coach; in another he 


would have no less censured the wearing of shoes. 
to 


turn, are matter of ridicule! to the flippant and 


: the young. Of this.there is not always a better 


account to be given, than that the old are de 


pet, or plant his foot on the ground; Ut 
mind either retains, or has lost its penetra 


has not been w 
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and. its vigour, | and the heart: its: : 


mankind, eee eee | 
circumstances for the distinctions of virtue and 
vice. The polished citizen ought not to be 
taxed with weakness for wearing a fur, in which, | 


perhaps, some savage was dressed before him. 


PO is not distinguished by any species f 
ress. It is betrayed by the Indian in the phan- 
_ assortment of his plumes, his 'shells, and 
his beads. Its projects in the woods, and in the 


town, are the same. In the one it seeks, with 
the visage bedaubed, tatowed, and with teeth 


artificially stained, for that admiration, which it 
courts, in the other, with a gilded rs and 


. wy state. 0 
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Nothing ain is more necessary to drt 
out any perversene: 
ing with persons of eee ages, and occupa- 


in our opinions, than mix- 


tions, different from our own. "Ag ls neces- 


sity of this l conversation, to open and im- | 


prove the mind, is most evident from the con- 


Sequences which always follow a neglect of it. 
The prejudiced and intemperate partizan, wùuo 
eaned from his illiberal attach-⸗ 


ment to particular principles, is always weak 
enough to imagine every man of a different way 
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4 thinking a blockſiead, x A fool, or a knawe. 10 
what other cause is it that we owe the rough coun 
try squire, Whose ideas are wholly bent on guns, 
horses, and game, and who has every thing 
about him of a piece with his diversions ? Look 
at him at home. His hall must be adorned 
with antelope's heads, instead of busts KAY mar- 
| bles; and in the room of good pictures, you 
must have prints of the most- famous hunters 
and racers. All his doors must open and shut 
with the feet of animals; and even the buttons 
of his clothes must be pore with the 83 
—_ nene „ 
Fo this een ce of 1 a | 
one set of ideas, and shutting ourselves out, as it 
were, from any intercourse with tlie rest of the 
oY is owing that narrowness of mind, wh 
has infected the eee of certain Claes, 
with all the insipidity of common place ex- 
pressions; made roughness the characteristic of 
| this or that order of society, and produced the 
most fatal consequences in politics and religion. 
It is not, however, impossible to See the 2 | 
found philosopher, and the acc ished 
| step from his study, where he has paved days 
and nights 1 in the Ore contempla 5 


ren cr. . 


dsume an active part in \ the government t of bis | 
country. This is a sight worthy to be admired, 
and is in en sense e imitation. 


The progress 4 1. 33 id 'Y the as” 
of knowledge accumulated by industry; the 
sources whence science hath probably originat- 
ed; inquiries concerning these, surely, are ob- 
jects of as beneficial, and as laudable pursuit, as 
the sports of the field, or the sauntering up and 
down in the listlessness of perpetual ennui. Not 
that man, in any situation, should be debarred from 
the delights of recreation. Amusement is one of 
the prime ingredients of human felicity. At the 
ame time, in amusements it cannot be denied, 
there are both dist inctions and degrees. 


Ponderous politics are the daily, the almost neces- 
ary food of Englishmen. We claim, in imagi- 
nation, to hold the balance of the world. Here, 
ay we to one nation, stop your vast conquests; 
here, say we to another, give up your fierce ra - 
vages. But should not many of us, at least, be 
equally wise, were we less mindful of others, and 
a little more attentive to ourselves? As one, 
however, belonging to certainly not the least 


celebrated of the nations of the earth, and as a4 


citizen of one of the highest orders of rank in 
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an active part in the service of your coun- 
try. Among the variously regulated people 
of Europe, you have found an infinite deal 
to be admired. Vou have not visited them, 
N contemplate alone, or supercilibusly to 
make merry with customs which may have 
been new to you, but you have studied them 
for your instruction. You have benefited by. 
their knowledge and improvements. And, in 
short, you have taught your mind to percetye 
that the spirit of science, and the energy of yir- 
tue, are in no manner e to any particular 
cond or time, e 7 - * 


The _ friend of man never calculates na · 
tional happiness from the exteriors of a few. 
He judges from the general and internal welfare of 
the many. For though the rich man may appear 
to dissipate his days in enviable felicity ; it yet 
is not to be concluded, that the more numerous, 
and the more valuable part of the society is 1n a 
situation of comfort and content. The contrary 
is too frequently the case: and it is verified 
. by the history of all ages, and all nations, 
_  .. that where the greatest fortunes have been 
observed, there have always been traced the 


_ ey and that where the rich have 
Shewn 
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| where t there are no egen rich, nor an n | 


orts. But when one 


Sees, as in a too many parts 4 the world, an EXCESS 


of riches; palaces of marble,” costly e 


superb cabinets of superfluities; and at the s same 


time the lower orders in rags, starving, di 


and almost without a hovel to shelter their de- 
fenceless heads, here, he must say, there is misery; 
and here, humanity, consequently, uould call 

for a reform. For tell me, is it possible, that 


the oppressed peasantry, for instance, of some 


parts of Germany, of Denmark and of Russ 


can be said to be in the condition they ought to 


be? Or when ranging through the beautiful 


palaces of Genoa; and enchanted, as it were, 


by the magnificence of La Strada Nuova, and 


La Strada Balbi; and, — a Stun- 
ned by the clamours of oat beggars, and 
want in its most hideous forms; say, © ehe 


heart here assent to the enormous neee 
between the affluent = * 8 | 
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res e statues, ee ee _ 
v4 mosaics, the only valuable things remaining © 
1 abe ITO world, ; 


hah ayes: or Paris) chan mote: then 
seven hundred asylums. And in wo _— 
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has eee appertain to-this ooun- 

as it is at Fa ee bug as n 

From the earliest periods of the Roman history, 

such bloody fo footsteps are to be traced. Rowan 
Writers, or een en upon Roman 
lliulity, have not given us all the wm = 

; ject. Nor would a modern Italian annalist ven 7 
dc0ꝙ,oc consign the names of his contemporariesto} 
, as assassins. ve * not Romulus mur: 
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most guilty wretches, dare flatter themselves in 
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der his 8 Remus 2 And did not Pe Senate 
murder Romulus? From Virginia, the Gracchi, 
the murders of Sylla, and various other mas- 
sacres, to the assassination of Cæsar, the pro- 

«riptions of the Augustan triumvirate, and the 
almost endless list of atrocities of the emperors 
and the generals, the bloody knife as decidedly 

appears to have been an appenage of the e 


nal 1 as the hs or the Fagan. 7 


Nor are „ en 55 ah ESR 29 
vinces, at all behind hand with their ances- 
tors. The Tuscans, however, are not to be in- 


| cluded i in this description. No people on earth are 


better disposed than the Tuscans; they are ho- 

nest, and they are unaddicted to revenge. The 
late Grand Duke, Leopold II. found the means 
of rectifying the prevalency of certain disorderly 


practices which his subjects had in common 
with their neighbours, and that too without hav- 


ing recourse to the extraordinary system of his 
mother Maria Theresa, who at one time, at Vi- 
enna, established an Tribunal Special de Chastetd. 


In the Papal, and in the ee domi- 


nions, there is a blind confidence in the exter- : 
nals of religion. There unjust men, even the 
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the supplicant had been exposed. Horace, 
particular, gives a shipwrecked mariner vey 
busily at work on the subject of his escape 
naten there, or can there be, in the whole 
catalogue of absurdities, any thing so absurd 


by 
N "ap cnt e ee 
semblance of piety. Nor is this superstition 


likely to. be soon eradicated. Ex- votos, and 


- costly gifts, are readily dealt out; nor ate they 
attended with such personal — 0, an 
RI. OE = real ring 55 
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e the Tabu Foils of ths: Bw 
gan Romans, on which were represented the 
evil, the danger, or the eke, to mc 


as that extravagancy, - which would make 2 


bargain with the Almighty ? But AÆneas Silvius 
afterward Pope Paul II. long ago - observed . 
on this head, that there was nothing to be 


obtained from the court of Rome, but by the 
force of money. Even the ceremony of ch 
cration, and the gifts of the Holy Ghost, says he, 
are sold; and the remission of _ is 1 


oo on those who « can pay for it.” 


* is a that, in 1 every; = 
many of the votaries, perhaps the greater num- 
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death, made ir theit last request, to be admit tee 


table to a beten Being," Gr bj Ao = 
ances 1ntemni rate Teal, by rapturous | 


extacies, or by the belief of mysteno 
surd opinions. Thus, when: the old Romans, 
says Hume, ales tacked with apestile 

never 1 their 5fferiig 85 | 


never ref 
of the world, whose ; am 


desolate the __ 8 and reduced opulent nat. 
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gross ignorance, and wretched: superstition, pre- 
vailed to such a degree, that people! reckoned. 


themselves secure of salvation, af; ar the day of 


judgment, they could shew any connection what⸗ 
ever with monks. Many, hence, at the point of 


only i into the mendicant order, or to e in 


in 1 their wes ye And thus, 1 \cibixade, 
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Ante ate nanny ar the same time, 0 
it is contradiftory tothe g. 
atifies, and the Pope cane 
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their. tutelar 7 : They bald. home ever, 
- that there are divine persons subordinate. to the 
Almighty, who take under their care nations, f. 
milies, and even individuals. And this opinion, 
which flatters self. loye, took root in the fifth 
century; when the want of the paszions, rather 
than their restraint, was regarded as: the, bes 
title n e rs 574" 25 „ 
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Images were N W 775 the ok 
purpose of animating devation., The empe 
| ror. Julian, in an epistle to T heodote con · 
cerning the 1 images of the gods, | particularly 8 
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And 5 5 A eee The emperor! n 8 | 
Heathen ah licensed to deify, or otherwise, : 
25 best. suited his fancy. But to see a rational 
being, and in the pale af Christianity, bowing to 
a saint 8 in beaven, who scaree ever de- 


Served a place on earth; is so groveling, and o 
| MF phi oak owe MO 66 the most 


1 XI.« 1 e Pn pros 
of death, gent for an hermit of Calabria, named 
Francisco Martarillo, and, throwing himself at 
the hermit's feet in a Habd of tears, entreated 
him to intercede with God that his Hfe might 
be prolongs as if the voice wi: a ebe 
eee, 50 odvdareiag a | wenk and been. 
soul in a worn · out body. Nor is it any apolog 
that the gods of antiquity are still said to have 
been more notoriously mercenary. Homer, 1 
am not ignorant, makes them so in the extreme. 


| Even the multitude, in his days, bad ne dig. 


culty in being perzuaded, that the 4 


could eat, drink, and sleep as well as — 


And hence Augustus, having twice lost his fleet 

by storm, forbade Neptuns to be buen 

cesion along * the other gods, imaginin 
Ces _* 
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*. Antonio, for n the Spa 
| plunder | the town, contrary, as they affirmed, 
to his express agreement with them, 5 that "ag 


hauses said: to be in Rome, thirty the 
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had thus avenged himself, by anal 8 55 1. 


| vourite statue in which the numen of the divi- 
nity. resided. Now, is not this N the 
way in which the Portugut lade 


of St. Anthony of Padua? «©. When "we 
were in Portugal,” says Mr. Bm one, t the 
people of Castelbranco were s age at 


broke many of his statues to pieces; and, 
one that had been more revered than the rext, 
they took the head off} and in its stead'plated 


one of St. Francis. Even the great St. Janus 
rius himself was in imminent danger during te 


last famine at Naples. The Neapolitans loaded 
him with abuse and inveCtive ; and declared 
point-blank, that, if he did not procure them 


corn by such a mos ac _— By no 1 
their in c 


. 8 hikes ah water in © -ountrics 
lh to that in which you are, teems 
with saints and saintesses. And how can it well 


be otherwise? We Ultromontani, as we are on- 
temptuously called, cannot, for instance, Shut 


our eyes to the fact, that of forty the 
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1 clergy alo ne; "able relatives 2 4 | 


pendents: that, in Italy, here are two hun- 
dred and seventy-three bishoprics and rich liv- 
ings ; and, in the imperial city itself, upwards 
of eight thousand priests: that Naples, besides 
twenty-two archbishoprics, has one hundred and 


the wealth of the kingdom in the hands of the 
clergy: and that, on the other side of the Me · 
diterratiean, independent of the enormous church 
etablichments-of Spain, the Portuguese, who 45 
have not two millions of inhabitants in their 

whole dominions, have ns at * nine Hundred 

convents. 915 380 8 18 
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88 Kren do late as the year 1771, a conspiracy 
was formed against one of the most respectable 
sovereigns in Europe, the reigning king of Po- 
land, Stanislaus Augustus. Bigotry doomed 


him to assassination. He was accordingl7 


treacherously set upon ;overpowered, anddragged 
by miscreants into a forest in the neighbour- 


hood of Warsaw. Remorse, however, happily 
ringing in the breasts of one or two of the as- 
sassins, he was saved. But that which leads me 


to mention this fact, hut which, at the same time, 

is scarcely credible, is, that the Pope's nuncio in 

Poland, 0 give you my authority) not only, ap- 
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proved of the intended unde hate an | 
with a zeal, purelydiabolical, e 
whose only crime was toleration and liberalty, 
blessed and sanctified the OY om 

nnen vas to have been zerpe! 


inconsiderable) have no 


LETTER ci. ” 


Tai not afraid t to N 45 , derber, 2 


am not àctuated by any prejudiced, or any secs 
| rian princi ple, that, i in er, ae; most 


Europe, provided the n de at stated tienes, 
| prevent in the church, the mind may, with im- 
punity, be We cb any where else. e The 
people assist,“ says one of their on uri. 


ters, sans aucune autre signe de pièté, qu un 


attention curieuse aux mouvemens qu pritre, | 
et pour se frapper la poitrine à Vinstant.de 181 


vation, lorsqu' ils entendent la clochette. 1 
Pied, une fois hors de Veglise, le Chestien dis 
paroit ; il ne reste. __ IO Thom 1 8 
mille 3 init pre: 7.15% eee 


The wiser "part Fey the lee 
same time, (and the ame. is * 
ing, We the accusation is By true = 
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Ir; is a grateful task, on all occasions, to- 
rescue real worth from the obloquy of unmerit. 


ed opprobrium. The clergy, as I have often 


been happy to express, had an undoubted anda 
superior credit in the most difficult moments 
of the modern history of Europe. When they 
had established their influence in the western 


parts, for instance, they had the singular merit 


of endeavouring every where to repress the dis- 
order and injustice arising from the anarchy of 


the feudal times. The weak and defenceless, | 


who met with insult and oppression, from every 


other quarter, found protection from the 


church; and widows and orphans, and all 


persons in distress, personæ miserabiles, who 


had been banished from the. barbarous tribunal 
of the lay judges, found a welcome reception in 


the spiritual courts, where their causes were 


commonly examine with candour, | and deter. 


mined with impartiality. 
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person, from whose future services they could 
derive no benefit, or. from whose resentment 


ey had nothing to feat. To the hondour of the 


clergy, then, it must be remembered, that they 


that if they laboured to rear a system of eccle - 


siastical despotism, their authority wWas generally 


employed i in maintaining the rules of justice; 
and that they discovered an uniform inclination, 
to protect the weak and defenceless against that 


violence and oppression, which was too much 


countenanced by such of the laity as were pos- 


sessed of opulence and power. From this cir- 


cumstance, accordingly, the extension of the 


ecclesiastical jursidiction was highly acceptable 


to the people, and notwithstanding the pernici- 


ous consequences, which they ultimately tended 
to produce, were, in the mean time, of great 


advantage to the lower orders of men, if not of 


e benefir to 8 e , a ie; has 


* x . * 


count of eee And 4 a pity it 


politically, and view ĩt either a8. a, system framed 


on e to assist the eL. in usurping 
power 
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tion, paid little attention to the claims of pf 
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poivet and Jaribdietdon; no le re 
the nature of their functions, th 

with the order of government tor as the chief 
instrument in establishing the dominion af tho 
Pope, which shdok the thrones; and enden, 
ed the liberties of every kingdom in Eutopeg 6 
must prenounce it one of the most formidable 
engines ever formed against the happiness of civil 
society. But if we contemplate it as a C 5 00 de of 
laws, respecting the rights and privileges obi | 
coped aud attend 2 to the civil effects of 
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In e ee e | 
sters of religion every where are objedts of su- 
perstitious veneration. Nor is it in such times 
difficult for a body, so formed, to plead and ob- 
tain an almost total exemption from the aue 
thority of civil judges, and to establish courto in 
which every question, relating to theit om 
character, or their function, shall ultimate 
be tried. This privilege, the Christian mi. 
nistry extended so much, that the greater 
Part of those affairs, which gave rise to conεD. 
and litigation, was drawn under the coghizacte 
: ES — Courts. / Nor is it e 1 5 


1 


. | Robertzon. / ee 


 . They cleats were, 


din dns gba Wi eee ience 
which served to guide men in the ages of dark- 
ness, was, wholly engrossed by the elergy; 
ecustomed to read, ewe . 
quire, and to reason The barons terminat 
their difference by the sword But by ac 
canon law, every matter was eee to the 5 
decision of the laws. By che one, chance and 


force were left to be ee nicht and wrong, | 


of truth and falsehood. The other. passed judg- 
ment by the maxims of quis th vn: 
mony of wines ee 95 ee vt, 


E 1 c n ry 


In the eee Babeatm: I FR 
find that the clergy. pretended. to claim ex- ng 
emption from the ciyil jurisdiction. On the cu. 
trary, even in the niuth and tenth centuries, cause 4 
of the greatest importance relative to ecclesis 
were still determined by civil judges; * This 
privilege then, like their other usurpations, was 
gained slowly. Those doctrines in the ede of 
the canon law, which are most favourable to the 

power of the clergy, were founded in supersti 

tion, and supported by imposture, They began - 

to be compiled, about the beginning of the nini 

i and it was above two centuries; after 
thus, b a mere made of those 
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customs 
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the r the baron“ hid yet, e 
spirit of ecclesiastical jurisprudence was adverse 
to those sanguinary customs, which were de.” 

- pv de ea gp T . hah trial 250 com · 
Yo! e " 10 , was this felt, that it was 
deemed an high privilege to be subject to eccle- 

siastical jurisdiction. Among the many imm. 

nities by which men were allured to engage in the 
dangerous experiments, for the fecovery of the 
holy land, one of the most considerable was, 
declaring such as took the cross, to be sub- 
ject only to the spiritual courts. The copy of Jus. 
tinian's Pandects was not discovered at Amalphi 
in Italy, till the middle of the twelfth century; 
and before the close of it the feudal law was en · 
larged and methodized. In no country of Europe, 
however, was there at that time any collection of 
customs; nor had any attempt been made to 
| render law fixed. The first undertaking of the 
Kind was by Glanville, Lord Chief Justice of 
England, composed about the year” rib | 
The clergy,” therefore, we see, anticipated ; 
one of the noblest monuments of the viedom 2 
of the —— their system of j J isprudence. 
5 "They. 
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A 4e coercion in \ 48 pou It 1 e's to 
be mentioned further, in honour of the clergy, 


that it appears probable, from several cireum- 


stances, that the modern profession of the law is 


of ecclesiastical origin. The coif is agreed to be 
the invention of the clergy, to disguise their ton⸗- 


sure when prohibited to practise in the temporal 
courts. The bands, the habits, and tlie general 
tenor of the dress, though till the time of 
Charles II. they varied much, appear to proclaim 6 


the same original. The old books seem to have 


almost included Westminster Hall itself within 
the pale of the church. For i instance, when they 
caution Pleaders against too nice and technical 


conclusions in forming issues, they do it, (be- 


cause the lay people, meaning the j jury, Will 
not understand it. And we- -are told, that the 


Lord Chancellor was, for a long time, the King's 


chief chaplain, and had the superior care of his 
chapel as well as of his chancery.“ Also, the 
general and extended denomination of clerks given 


to the deputies in law offices, and thence, by A 


of 


degrees, to all offices whatever, is plainly” owing ; 
to the circumstance of our law offices having 
been originally, and for a long time, filled * 
nn e rticular, th 


„Mader. 
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elerks in chancer eee ee 
dedged on all hands; and it appears from the 
parliament rolls, (4th of Edward UT.) that te 
Lord Chancellor used to give the benefices under 
à certain value, the patronage win i in the 
cCrtown, to the clerks in cha cery 

long laboured in that Placa“? A 

though nearly on the eve of the 2 eform _— 5 
Vas enacted they might marry z (satute of. 45.4 
VIII) beeause; though the office was then chiefly 
filled. by laymen, yet the clergy were not dis 
_ abled from holding these offices,-any more thin 
the highest office in chancery./ These and other 
particulars i in fayour of the clergy,; which history | 
: furnighes, should prevent us, even at the present 
moment, from being too hasty in our conclu- 
sions against this order of men.— The habitudes 

of education determine most things. But, a 
people well trained, are, in regard to temporal 
felicity, you will find, but very little clogged 
even by the most glaring superstition, - It must 
be confessed, the extreme number of lots, in 
Roman Catholic countries, together with priestly 
influence, auricular interference, and a multitude 
of other unwholesome bars, may render _ 

_ Catholics, in the eye of spec 

less industrious and less ative, than the flaw | 
of the reformed church are re acknowledged. to be. 
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the. Ling of Sardinza's dominia! 3 
of Tuscany, 2nd of. yarious: parts of Germany, 
ew that the religion af Rome, hen states 


are well governed, does not in any. materia! 


degree, mother the grand principles of industry. 
5 o countries are better cultivated than these 


The Jesuits, it is true, prevailed” upon 


Load XIV. to revoke the edi& of Nantz ; but 
| good sense afterwards made Louis XVI. revoke 


the revocation. / Again, observe some of the very : 


countries in which the reformed 'teligioh is esta 
blished. I do not speak now of our own; for of 


that I shall have occasion to say a word or two 
” presently. Frederic II. of Prussia, certainly, and 
much to his honour, erected five or six hundred 


villages. And the Provitices of Holland, where s 
there is neither wood: for ships, nor stones s for | 


e have atchieyed wonders. „ 
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But, 5 you not Aebi at tines | upon 


viel kingdoms, as 1 may say, where Calvinists 


have hated Lutherans ; where Lutherans have 


| hated C alvinists ; ; and where both one and the 


other would, in case of exigency, have rather 


preferred Roman Catholics or Infidels ? The 


peasantry of Denmark, though Protestants, are 
u, you will Os little better mag Serfs. 
Dae Ne They 


* 


8 in Saxony. In Poland, until very late „ 


568 any Ip tf "They late not dul 
ä place of e eee, e TI cir 

as they haye become ethancipated in relig 
has Vocome even more 0 i i ee No 
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eee ul Pak her enlighte 74 
ere long before Luther sbewell Him e if 


all was disgraceful. The great and the lixtle | 
| nobles were absolute over the laborious pot. 
5 Even though they mofdered them, they | 4 
not seriously amenable to law, unless two gen. 
tlemen and four witnesses could prove, on cath, 
they were absolutely evidences. of the fact. Ya, 
to his immortal honour, the Great Chancellor 
. Zamopabi, f in 1760, began on his own estates, th 
glorious work of manumissjion. The View 
Chancellor of Lithuania, Chreptowits, and the 
Abbe Brysotoski, soon followed his great example. 
The sovereign, Stanislaus Augustus himself, ap- 
proved and encouraged this best moyement,of 
humanity. He even did more ; he conecived 
the plan, and, in the year 1791, he adopted a 
constitution which promised to his subjects the | 
inestimable blessings of freedom. And, though | 
the actual enjoyment of these blessings ] has been 
nos: interru — by the Qt ang cruelin Ws 


DD © ©&o — 2 wn . — 


terference 15 ee ing powers, it ena be. 
remembered, that the monarch. ar the Ros 
by whom i effort 5 mage, ko - 
man : Carholica, | | 


2 Tn 3 3 . garage. "AY Ik for bis 8 
own personal grmibication, marcies his! infant son 
to a grown-up: Woman, I WIll ac d 
Slavery is carried to an e Sees. 10 
nobles are geen een to. refine ups what the ac- 
complished Atticus g did not binn at, which. WAS, 
to train his slayes 40. various occupations, and to 
accumulate wealth and philosophic indulgence E 
by the sweat of their devoted brows... - The 
ka men of Russia, indeed, cannot inflict the 
nout; but they. can. arbitrarily. inet every 
other kind of punishment. They can imprison: 
they can exercise the utm, st severity d cotporal 4 
chastisement. "They. can, at their will, banish 
their vassals to Siberia, And yet Catherine, the | 
present great Empress of that unmeasurable > 
dominion, has put the courts of j justice on the 
best footing in Russia; : She. has settled Physis 
clans and Surgeons ; in every part: she bas esta - 
blished free emigaries of, 0 for the indi- 
gent : she has founded colleges. for the more bs 
aluent : zbe Bas je the, 5 
cron: e , air and 
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133 on Ache ed theoretic a ing” br ( 
tical plans and she has extended her footer 
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5 ing care even to infants yet undorn. 5 


Fan in Wl this, 3 8 forcily, The 
great Frederic was certainly right” when he 
received all religions into Prussia, as they 
Presented themselves to kim : Jews, who! de. 
clare loudly the Messiah is not come; Roma 
Catholics, who eat him every day; Protestants, 
| who declare the Pope to be the animal of the 
A apocaly ypse: , and the ntretrix Babylonicu; ; Greets, 
Who say t there is no Trinity; Turks, Who bo- 
| tend, that Mahommed was as great a prophet as 
Christ; and the innumerable train of Tnfidels, 
| who will neither have prophets, altars, nor feli 


gion. Andd it is an opinion assuredly very ez f 
| sily acquiesced i in, that he who should have firs = þ 
ventured to talk in such a society of an ako ds t 
+. would be the farst to have boen roasted & og n 
community at r large. ee „ t] 

| | 1 #6, oy wig x 

But apart * vim this more cons — 4 82 
man dominions, what are, in general, *ber tl 


ter managed than the smaller, and especiallj 
the ecclesiastical dominions ? Slavery is yn: 
| known. i in all these. The vexations of mu! 


t iplied and N x: 6 9 yu are 
unlelt; 
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industrious and :hard-working labo 


vafele's a. 


ties. The, imposts and taxes are very far 
from being exorbi 
not provided for by the scanty earnings of the 


, rer, who is 
sel of bread 


frequently obliged to snatch the me 


from the mouths of his on infants; that the 
dowed. Phe ecelesiastical sovereigns, in short 
do not pride themselves in large standing ar- 


mies; mach les e do eons barter the blood" of 


en +1 "112" 2 MF 7 1 Hen 119 — gifts: F + 4 
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Bat, „ Waden deute geen ab- 
surd, and undoubtedly, in many instances, highly , 
culpable practices of the Roman Catholic church, 


they seem entirely: to forget the near relation 


they bear themselves to this guilt, hatever it 


may be. Were not all our own immediate fa- 


thers Roman Catholics, and: that W 
years ago? It must be painful to vαι 
said 2 Protestant Prince to a Roman Ca- 
tholic in his last moments, to have the idea 
of your remains being mixed with those, whom 
ne have so long been led to consider av here- 
cs. Such said the sick man; only let 
er n dig my graze a feunfeet deeper than ordi- 
d | SE 7 


yranny gi Bom at "oY two: 
thousand independent: and arbitrary authori- 


at. The ldtc's children fire 
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from the hereditaty $uccession of the C 


Many ol the Pr unt commiinivien,! in 
examiple, of the British eee are not en- 
tirely free from every species of reproach; 
for, in politics, are we N liable to have 
retorted upon us the various and sanguinary in- 
terruptions in the administration of our govem- 
ment? Had we not seven palpable deviations 


vious to the Revolution? Were not there t 
public execution of one king, and the banisb 
ment of another, a little before that period; and 
the privation and eee wee 
nn ene een 
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unge e we not Sys e 

mplete change. in not only the exterior, but i 
the essence of ou church discipline, in thut 
successive · reigns „ Popish, uber Hiatty;"the 
first defender of the Roman faith; and then Pro- 
testant, under the aame Harry, the rfirst defender 
| fe Fretestam faick': FO . 
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tion, or reason, why any;particullar;person should 


eee urch, under the 


church, unde 

firs: George; and, at this very moment, sepa- 
rated into as many 3edts as there are shades of 
opinion be 


oY aq e Aal, ae Mo, 
that it is not always in one's:power either to love 


or let it alone; for, like fire, love subsists in 


motion. When it ceases to hope and fear, it 
ceases to exist. And hence the reason why, in 
ion, a lover cannot, with - 
any sort of justice, complain of the inconstaney 


unimpassioned dedud 


of his mistress, nor she of the fickleness of 


| her swain. Every man, in like manner, is 
impelled, as far as his abilities go, to a judg - 
ment for himself, in matters of religion. We 


deny it: and, therefore, chere can be no obliga - 


be bound by neee ne 


There. are, „ a will \be-to 


eternity, various and oppogite sentime 
a question, which, above all others, is mast in- 


teresting, to N man. e eee | 


45; 


tweet he EET 
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ment in their favour, / Even UNC * 


learned, and the most rigid pure- 
hearted, we often see, that neither — 
nor virtue, is an absolute security against error. 
Religion, in reality, « cannot be more national tha 

the intellectual faculty and the energies of con- 
science. Some truths, it is certain, may be na- 
tional; but others must be universal. F or God 
never appointed true religion to lend forms and. 
tints to any peculiar associations: he placed i it in 
the centre of the universe, to be tlie luminary of 
No Sala the CO of ann dee eee 
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The rel spirit of Wee is 5 0 
dee the earth. - Those begin to blush, 
- who formerly had no zeal so Strong as that of 
eren They now even begin to feel, that 
tolerance is not a deadly sina Conspiracy 
against God and nature. St. Bernard's * 
come to be ee Fides suadenda, non 
imperanda.“ But could you have suppose, 
that the losses occasioned to the human species, 
from the first sanguinary executions of the He- 
| brews; to the perfidious massacres of St. Bart 


lomewꝛ and Ireland, within the pales of ju · 
daism and Christianity alone, there could from 


crys traced to have beon at leagtithar 
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lions s of af rs: could yo ever have con- 


ceived it 5 that, after the massacre of St. 


Bartholomew, a medal $should hays been struck ; 
with this inscription; “t, Pietas armayit justi- 
tiam?“ That it should be recorded, that un, wy 


arret du mois de Juillet 1 562, permet de t fuer. 
les Huguenots partout ou on les trouvera; et 


ordonnoit, que cet arret seroit lu tous les di- 
manches au prone. de chaque paroisse? Or, 
what is still more ahominable; that Pope Gre-, 


gory the Thirteenth. should, for the murder 25 5 


from seventy to an hundred thousand of his fel, 955 
low- creatures, on the day of St. Banholbmew, | 


| have made a solemn procession to St. Peter 85 
and placed a picture of the subject in the Vati- 5 


can, with this inscription,“ Pontifex ae 
necem probat Py: bas ology ah 


To admit W princi e. in PEW Foy to 
restrict them in practice, is, to a rational mind, 
the basest logic. Intolerance, that pretends 
to reason, is, worse than enthusiasm, which 
persecutes from, impulse. Peter, John, and 
Paul, are men; you and 1. are men; an 
50 is the Jew, and 80 is the Mahommedan. | 
As well, then, may you give reason to man, and 
8 and hia for à fool, bexquas, he, reasons, as 

Ff SEE, brand 
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vritha with infamy 1 
self in religion. The aben 


of it. We all strive to fasten an 6 robrium 
upon those who think differently bone 
and thus Nes becomes an over. match for 
principle." ö | W TY 
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In every W ber ea are Aged eich 0 
cry of impiety. In Asia, the Christian is im- 


pious; in Europe, the Mussulman; in London, 


the Papist; in Rome, the Calvinist: nay, almost 


every street has its peculiar sanctity and preten- 
sion. Hv is this? Is the whole world impious ) 


ot is there any such thing as impiety ? I am 
afraid this mutual frepreach is little better than 


satire in self-applause : and though the paradox 


is not in all cases just, we may venture to 
believe, that those who have the best laws have 
olten t the most need of them. ä 
The Sete he +61 6 Ok 
thing to do with the peculi | 
Calvin, or Belfrmine, or r with any other system 
which is likely to be rinftured with human in · 
frmity: his business is, to vindicate the truth 


as it is in the — Human knowledge; 2 
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vances, fenzon at all times gabe oak ak . 5 9 
imagination; the understanding becomes more 


exercised z fewer objects occur that are new And 
surprising; men apply to trace the causes of 


things ; and they correct and reſine one another. 


And thus, in the present age, thanks to the Au- 


thor of all goodness, we are beginning to make 


amends for former negligence. The curiosity 


of the moralist is connected with taste and ge- 


nius; and his researches tend to display the pro- 


gress of human ane 1 to oe _ 


{ 
| 
4 
: 


15 aden aebi. ee of any coun- 
$0, far as it is settled by human laws, 

10 wich respect to — rites and worldly 
emolument, is liable to change, as much as 
any civil appointments whatever. So far was 
Locke from thinking the church interwoven - 
with the state, that he held the former to be ab- 
solutely separate and distinct from the ! 
* The boundaries, on both sides, says he, are 


fixed and immoveable. And he jumbles hea: 


ven and earth together, things most remote 
and opposite, you mixes two Societies which 
are, 


are, Wade a bibel . 8 every; 
| Pf rye amo re mas "OL was 
| | ot pb 2 Is 
Py WY * e sive nat FIG un „ thus 
guarded by articles of peace and conformity, to- 
gether with a complete toleration of all dissen, 
ters from the established church, without any 
other limitation or exception than what arises 
from the conjunction of dangerous political dis- 
positions with certain religious tenets, appears. 
to be not only the most just and liberal „but the | 
wisest and safest system which a state can adopt. 
It unites the several perfections which a religious 
constitution ought to aim at, liberty of con- 
55 science, with means of instruction ; the progress 
of truth, with the peace of society; the right of 
private judgment, with and hs = roi 
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The 5 of a people have A JI 14 
Hs a religion, and to endow it; but they 
have no right to decide on articles of faith, 
to impose creeds, and to declare those who differ 
from their orthodoxy, heretics and schismatics, 
who are to be repressed by pains and penalties. 
Conscience, says the yenergble Lord Mans: 

LI Te IE 

First Letter on Toleration. + Archdeacon Paley, 


eld, is not controul | 
nor amenable to WE tribunals. « It is absurd | 

that things $hould be enjoined by laws, which 
are not in men's power to perform. To im- 
Pose an implicit faith, therefore, is detestable. 
The conclusions of the understanding, when . | 
embodied | in actions, are n . the e | 
ny Pas JuridiRtion, _ e 
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. The Roman Catholic, Mo & believes Dato be 50 e 


really the body of Christ, which another calls 
bread, does no injury thereby to his neighbour, _ 
Papists and Protestants, accordingly, can live 
very comfortably together, if they be only lot 
alone. But penal laws, for the direction of faith 
and conscience, can affect no one living, except 
honest men. They can never hurt those who 
pay no regard either to reason or to consci- 
ence. | Why, therefore, should the sacramen- | 
tal test in England be continued against con- 
scientious Christian dissenters, which does not 
exclude free-thinkers, and men, in short, in- 
different to all religious systems; which did not 
even prevent Se Ne ee from FOO 5 
Lr 1 


in. tara 


provides, That no religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification't to any office or public 
trust under the united states. be national 


assembly of France has also, _ great good | 


zense, and commendable liberality, admitted 
Christians of all denominations to offices, if they 


be not otherwise disqualified., The empress of 


Kussia, the late king of Prussia, the empe- 
ror of Germany, the king of Sweden, and 
the king and the republic ;of Poland, have all 


_ granted toleration, and Jeave the. punishment of 


| beresy and schism to the care of heaven alone. 
ane „ 
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himself with the privilege of hating. the enemies 
of God and the church, Toleration is not, 
surely, the opposite of intolerance; it is, in 
reality, its counterfeit. Both are despotisms: 

the one assumes to itself the right of withhold- 

ing the liberty of comcience, and the otber of 
granting it. The one is the pope, armed with 


fire and faggot; and the other is the pope, sell- 8 
ing or granting indulgencies. The former is 


6. 


St. Chapartom: 1 by —— 3 . 


ins to the precepts of the gospel, to love his 
enemies ; but he could not avoid indulging 
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and the liberty of conscience ae ke chims, . 
not for the service of himself, but of kis God. 
In this case, therefore, we must necessarily have 
the associated ideas of two beings; the mortal. 
who renders the worship, and the immortal © 
Seing who is worshipped. Toleratiom places 
itself not between man and man; nor be- 
tween church and church; nor burt one de- 
God and man, between the berg 1 ths cont, 
and the being who is worshipped. And by the 
ame act of assumed authority, by which it tole- 
rates man to pay his Worship, it prexuttpttioualy = 
due bo NY it,” 02 1 Ven Ge nie!! Fo , | | N 
e 84 late gs _.,, anna 
> Were bike 280 to Kerb into 11 | 
entitled, An act to tolerateor grant libertyto Ms 
| Almighty to receive the worship of à Jew of a 
Turk,“ or & to prohibit the Almighty from re- 
ceiving it—” would not all men startle, and Ell 
it blasphemy ? There would, undoubtedly, he 
un 1 cpvoh { Who then art thou, vain dust, and 
e 55 ashes“ 
ir Brooke Boothby, © © * 
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 avhes/!- by whatever name thou art called, Whe- 


ther a king, a bishop, a church, a state, a parlias 
ment, or any thing else, that obtrudest thine 1 in- 
tignificance between the soul of man its 

Maker? Mind thine own concerns. A he be- 
lieve not as thou believest, it is a proof that 
thou believest not as he believeth; and there is 
ho nth N 0 can eee between 1 Fe 


By 7 + 
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Wich "I «a to 5 are tas, a 


3 e of religion «at; every one be left 


to judge of his own religion, there is no such 


thing as a religion that is wrong. But if men 
are to judge of each other's. religion, there is no 
such thing as a religion that is right; and there- 


fore all the world are right, or all, the world 
are wrong, þ+. No man, or body of men, conse - 
- quently, can, under any pretence whatsoever, 


assume the power of governing, or. forcing. the 
belief, the thoughts, the reason of others, with · 


out impiously and foolishly-arrogating the power 
of God. Religion, as a rule of faith, by which 
we are to be saved or condemned in another 
life, must be the exclusive private concern of 
the individual, in which every man has an indis- 


putable right to follow the light of his own 
eo on 
the 


h T0250, and to reject all dale fo mor 


denounce to us a as 1155 consequetics 
bk error in faith, and those who would fore us 
to hazard our immortal souls, upon their judg · 

ments, who have no concern in the matter, 
contrary to our own reason, who have so deep 


BE an interest in it, are vis OR men af wad 
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AnnE have groanee rhe in * : 
church of Christ, for more 0 a thousand 


years, under a fatal confederation between civil 


and ecclesiastical power. By this contract for 
the bodies and souls of men, the mind is first to 


be enslaved, and then the body delivered over 
to the secular arm, with its active 


the spring of all its virtues and faculties, dnn 


up in chains. From this complicated tyranny, 
even death is no refuge. Its power, in papal 
kingdoms more especially, extends into the 
reign of darkness; the miserable mortal, Who 


bas not obeyed its ordinances here, who does : gf 


not go to the grave clothed in the San Benito 
of their i inquisition, and carry in his hand the 
passport of absolution, is han 


tics; 
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d- over. to the 


gw agents of the hierarchy i in another world, to the 
discipline of eternal torments. But even our 
| own present mixture 3 religion with - poli- 
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| dicrous to a person who could conte 
unbiassed by habit and custom, Is it not 2 chr: 


| rm Honey: 2 


ved, 4 von wil Saler he fos 5 
detaining you for a moment longer At. home) 
that if regard be due to the tender consclences 15 
of dissenters, still more is owing to the opinions by 
of the members of the church of England, Who 

would think the church 1 in danger from innova- | 

tion. , That certain dissenters have talked idly, : 
and exen alarmingly, of Jaying trains to blow 

up opiscopacy altogether, I will acknowledge. Fans 


e asi, L $u5peRts. appear. eee Iu: 


rious idea, far instance, that if a Solon, or 4 


Socrates, were to rise up among us; the one 1 


other executethe office of j justice "Es peace; tha 
Epaminondas could not command a troop of 
| istocles be made a pogt-captaing | 


till they had 4 themselves masters f. hs 


thirty-nine articles previous 155 ns tak 


as also, that some haye eyen been so later 


rate, and have gone £0 far, as to make Sober 
minded men doubtful of their - individual / 


disposition towards that tolerationy - h 
F® for Cas have 30 . i 
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they conceived unjust Pbeerip- 1 
tions. Many of the distenters from the esta- 
blished religion of + our country, be assured, 
are as wise and good men, as even the ref 

were, who dissented from the established a 
of the hierarchy. And their whole reasoning 


ems to go no farther, chan that a:dixterning | 


sonel interests or -prejudices| of any. man; . 
nnen men, but eee ee | 


| at lag. * 180 i 0 Biel ika om 270 % BN 8 
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"ob ani be 5 m to bd 8 | 
4 to hold a different language. They e 
certainly have a right to regulate the discipline of | _ 
their own ceremonial, as they think proper. ? oy 75 1 
liberty of conscience, at the game time, giyes an  _ al 
equal night wo chose ho bold a contrarp opinion- of 1 | i 
Moreover, if many passages of Scripture do not | 
altogether nacertgin the difference between the 
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 carliest. establishments. In che beginning of 


[2 te pe, . fat instance, the bishops are 
| peculiarly distinguished from all other inembers 
of the Christian cornmunities. Their order, at 
der di, was | generally establihed ; and they 


vere, unquestionably, invested with: peculiar 
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ive rights from prescription, cannot be qustified. 
If it de urged, that some reform is wanting, 
there are few, I believe, who will not have dif- 
ſeulty in withholding their acquiescence. N 
flow of words, no shining periods, no display 


even of metaphysical subtlety can, in these 


ae reach men to believe that what has been 


an expedient is now settled into a right, and 
become absolutely indefeasible. The a 
, Speaks fundamentally the reverse. It acknow- 
" Jedges i in the legislature, what it would de ab- 
_ Surd to call in question, à right to alter, and 
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mat would, from the wands ; 
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for what was done on the spur of an occasion, 
ide test of an oath, a declaration to satisfy the 


Catholic religion. in this. country do not 
tain Principles that are dangerous 40. society, and 


repugnant to civil and religious liberty. More 


is unnecessary. And even this cannot hold good 
in regard to any other sect of dissenters. More- 


cover, have not the Roman Catholics themselves ; 


made a protestation to parliament, that they re- 


ject and detest the position, that princes excam- 
municatẽd by the pope, or by authority of the 
zee of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by 


their subjects; that they deny, in the strongest 


terms, that the obligation of oaths can be dis- 


We with by any spiritual power; rhat p priest, 


can pardon perjury and high treason, or 12 5 


Sick is not to be keys wich daveties 7c; 


Beyond a an x oath of renunciation Weber of 


be ends -- x Let = ee Catholics be 
"_ e into the rank of citizens. And 
88 2 „ 
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strate, that those who profess the. Roman 


— — 


— 


- - 
— — h — —_— 
— — — , - — — — Coo aero 

„FTT es 4 — — —— — — — — — og — * 

— — —: = * 4 : 

- LEST DIS 2 2 2 * TSS 2 2 
— „r mn — — — 2 1 — CC — 4 
= * - . - * — — — _ 
CH > cr —— 
- — p wa he — Nhat 
2 — v1. — _ —— - « _ — 


let them not for ever bend under the severity © _ 
of laws, which humanity cannot read without 
horror. Even Blackstone, who was not entirely 
umprejudiced, says, © If a time should ever ar- 
rive, and perhaps it is not very distant, when all 
fears of a pretender shall have vanished, and the 
power and influence of the pope shall have be- 
come feeble, ridiculous, and. despicable, not _ 
in England, but in every country of Europe, it 
Probably would not be amiss to review. and wo 1 
ten the eee en now in ade A 


Every man in England. every ondjedt in in bis w 
individual capacity, grand juries, bodies corpo- 
rate, all have the undoubted right of petitioning 
the legislature, either for the amendment of laws, 


or for the repeal of them : for, that our consti- 


tution has arrived at the utmost point of per- 
fection, i it would be incorrect perhaps to say. It is, 
however, a very good old constitution, notwith- 
ing what Mr. Paine may say against it; it has 
stood many a hard struggle; it has held out a 


glorious example; ; and if not quite so clear 


from infirmities as its fond admirers would wih 
it to be, it is still capable of being kept upon its 
| Mak in DN ee and, Nauen Ty : 


* 
ht 7 


* 


2 =. Ns 6 3 3 


. 


. 
a 


S > 8 


* 


* 
n 


Arran en 6 955 469 
d d to the church, * has not been dis. . 


cal, bo at Mad 
a reform. A learned bishop himself ob- 
Serves; there i 1 nth undoubtedly, odd in { 
having two creeds, the Nicene and the Athanasian, 
established iri the same church ; in the one of 
vchich those are d accursed, who deny the 
Son to be of the same substance with the Fa- 


der; and in the other; those are declared inca- 


pable of salvation, who do not assert, there is one 
substance of the Father, another of the Stn, and 
another of the Holy Ghost. Did not even 
Archbishop Tillotson wish the church well rid of 
the RENE creed, and all its Is Pp? 5 by 
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Th © Tide, at the articles of the church, 

of England, we should always recolle&, were 
framed above two centuries ago; when Chrlsten- 
dom was just emerging from the ignorance. 
and barbarism of the dark ages. 'E hey 
remain still nearly the same; and cannot, 
therefore, be supposed entirely suited to the 
good sense and liberality of the present times. 
And yet, in this country of liberty, a test is re- 
quited, not whether a man be a believer in 
12 955 and a good and faithful Subject, but whe- 
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and this too, when we have, as the late L 
Chatham - energetically expressed it, © Calvinis- 135 


ttcal articles, wenne wr org . 
liturgy.“ . * 2 | F — 295 ; 
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All incapacities, which are complained of, it 


is maid, originate with the. dissenters, and rest 7 
with them. But this is an assertion which can- 


not easily obtain credit. Those who have hatily » 
dropped the expression, should reconsider it. It 


no more belongs to good sense, than the con- 
trary assertion would, that the Episcopalians are 


afraid of the superior abilities of the dizxenters 3 0 
or that they have an irrevocable law, like that 
made by the Ephesians against the philosopher 
Hermodorus, which declared, No citizen 


should eclipse the rest by his superior merit. 
Draw the line fairly, and confess that talents and 


ability, honesty and fidelity, are not en 5 
either to the one, or to the other. SOS Bea. © 


There ate no natural dah to political em- 


. And, therefore, it is neither wise 
nor liberal, to cut off eligibility to civil offices. 


He who is the best fitted, Should unquestionably- 

be the first selected. Nan whatever the ad- 
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AND now, I fancy, you will think it time 
for me to draw to a conclusion. We have gone 
over much ground together; and we have had 
something more stubborn than phantoms to en- 

counter. You will, however, Jam sure, agree 
with me in one point, that it is at length suffi- 
ciently evident, that men should learn to tole- 
rate nothing ancient, which reason does not re- 
ect, and not to shrink from any novelty, to which 
reason may conduct. There is, in truth, no 
bulwark existing now, between the general body 
of mankind, and the reflecting few. The case 
is not as it was formerly, when like two dis- 
tinct nations inhabiting the same country, the 


opinions of Philosophers had but little influence 
upon the opinions of the multitude. _ The i 
people cannot speculate profoundly; but the | mo 
truths which regulate the moral and political 
actions of man, are obvious to every understand- 1 
ing. T he advantages of learning are no longer ads 
. 5 circumscribed 1 
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Now whether common sense be innate, and 
all evidence intuitive; or whether it be not in- 
nate, and all judgment be not the consequence 
of interior principle, is a question of very little 


importance to the generality of the world. 
nn there is, and it is the best and 


uniform sense we are possessed of. 

ond hides may be the metaphysician's ab- 
straction about first causes, the mathematician's | 
reasoning, from point, line, and surface; the 


mechanician's deduction from elasticity, weight, 
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form, or proportion; or whether, in short, men be 
supposed to walk forward or to walk backward; 


seeing or not seeing; the sun will rise to-morrow, 


according to the conclusions of the honest farmer; 


a posteriori or à priori, it will lead him with ligbt 
to his daily labour; and with its beneficial influ- 


ener will tnt rarer e to his eee | 
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the unpresuming multitude think of nothing 
more, than that, if they do well, they shall have 
2 right to hope for reward; or, if they do amiss, 


that they shall have reason to apprehend punish- 


ment. Unlettered, and not knowing, for the 
extension of the boundaries of human under 


standing, how to prove that matter is eternal; 


or, for enlarging the stock of earthly happiness, to 
hum- 


demonstrate the extinction of spirit. che 
bly believe, heaven and earth sball pass away, 
but that God's word shall not pass away; and 


that, though they may be unable to criticize the 
creed, they shall Cas Fer wat * 
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ee 5ethe nulgatimbany go ts d 5 


aud who would make one suppose, that they part 


with-their panions ——— 


prayers. ber e es the vulgar ; for they 


have been told, and they believe, that they hall 
be forgiven, if they repent and amend ——_— 4 


appears tq them more eq 


and nothing 


"oy natural. When cheir children are faulty, 
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readily grant you, is folly ; and he who feels 


evils before they come, may be deservedly 
censured. ene the TG een more z 


evil in prospect meets it in his way; but he 
who catches it by retrospection, turns back to 


find it. Marshal Turenne thus used to adꝶmire 


the precept, which directs us, <* not to 5pend our 


time in regretting any mistakes which we tnay have 
committed; but to set ourselves immediately and 


vigorously to repair them.” And hence we are 
not to repine, though we are always lawfully — 


struggle. The calimitie of life, like the necessi 


ties of nature, are, on all occasions, calls to la- 
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KS to God for fore d 


3 that, without: the belief of 1 
ne merey. the influence of prayer would bo 


Where there 4 no hope, there can be no o endea- 


vour. A constant and unfailing obedience is, I 
fear, impossible: and, therefore, the progress of 
fe would only be the natural descent of negli- 

gent despair from crime to crime, did not the 


universal Persuasion of forgiveness, to be ob- 


tained by proper ineans of reconciliation, recall 
those to the paths of virtue, whom their passions 
had solicited aside, and animate to new attempts, 

and firmer repentance, those whom ng | 


had ogy, or es surprised. 3 


N not what a men may think; hot 
for myself, I frankly confess +I cannot conceive | 


why it should be extravagant to believe, that a 


| benevolent deity may be pleased to see men 
happy; or why it should be inconsistent with 


the common feelings of men, to supplicate the 


author of their nature for relief, or to suppose 
that he may be pleased with such $upplication. 


In deep affliction, there is certainly no balm equal 


tolthat of pouring out the heart to the Supreme 
Being, and of expressing entire resignation to his 


will 
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will When once people cease to attend to t th "= 
worship of God, it is always to be observed that 


they very soon cease to fear him, and te obey 


his word. Hence the argument, that 1 it is better | 
to pray even by form, than not to pray; for, if 
it were not for forms of 1 TRY _— 0 


* 
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This e 4 ot Some 3 the samt 


description with absolution and indulgencies 


which most fatally and perniciously give quick 
and easy hopes, upon short, forced, and imper- 
fect repentance. It aims, on the contrary, at 


practical and progressive amendment; and de- 


pends upon Salvation, only as it adberes to virtue 
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The noblest objects can 1 1 no delight; if 


there be not in the mind a disposition to enjoy 


them. To produce any capacity of enjoyment, 
there must be a congruity between the mind and 


«4 


the object. To the man of science, therefore, 


demonstration is e ; to the philosopher, 


the study of nature; to the voluptuary, the 
gratification of appetite; to the poet, the plea - 
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| al rcd, burn, as their proper bueines, 
2 15uresadapted-to,that.part of their nature 
dh ahey have been accustomed to indulge and 
cultivate. Now, as men are universally inclined 
to act consistently with Kere their general views 
and habitual tendencie$ would it not be absurd 
to expect, that the philosopher should look for 
his sovereign good at a feast, or the sensualist, in 
the pleasures of intellect or piety? A clomn, 
who should hear a scholar, or an artist, talk of 
the delights of a library, a cabinet of pictures, or a 
pleasures they afford, because he would bring to 
them an eye blind to proportion, an understand- 
ing new to science, and an ear deaf to har. 
mony. . Meg | 


1 . The devotion of the poet or the philoopher 
may be secretly nourished, says Mr. Gibbon, 
by prayer, by meditation, and by study. But 

the exercise of public worship appears to be che 
only solid foundation of the religious sentiments 
of the people, which derive their force from imi- 
tation and habit. For what unity or unifor- 


mity, what order, what decency, without public 


WT If men did ever assemble for i | 
| 1 Pumposes, 
* . History. 
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 pable of RE TINY themories/ refreshed, 
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chat is, hag; to be men), if, 5 = 
in lies, they did: not make usr of 4 5 1 1 
romhoa-formalf roinhips every one would have „ 
a psalm, a doctrine, à tongue, a revtlation, an 
interpretation; and-what would all this produce 
eren _ and univeteal . g 't 
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always the- apparently inconsiderable precau- | 
tions, Which maintain the sublimer virtues. = 
not conceive it possible to have a Christian world 
without a Christian education- Religion 1. 
perhaps, the only thing in which we seem to look 

for the end, without making use of the means. 
And yet this expectation is not less unreasonable = 
chan it would be to expect, that our children -- Mi 
Should become artists and-scholats, without be- = 
ing | bred to arts eee N 
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says Bolingbroke, cannot be d 
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3 some men, 
1 enough to 180. Civil ST] are od 
WG of man; but. religious obliga : 


tions are impoxed by the laws. of Gods 


and, as the authority of the legislator is far 
greater in the one case than in the olher, 80 
is the sanction of the law, and the puni 


of another life, instead of the pains and 5 


of this. Religion, in its principle, reaches to the 

inward dispositions of the heart and mind; 
1 55 whereas civil government goes. no farther than 
to regulate the outward conduct. 2 In 4 
word, as neither reason nor revelation, - nei- 
ther Heathen nor Christian philosophers, nei- 


ther human nor divine laws, have been able to 


1 reform the manners of men effeQually ;--and as 
wꝛuch is the imperfect state in which we are placed 
in the universal system, nothing should be na- 
glected that may enforce moral obligations, and 

all the doctrines of natural _ wy lia 
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tion; for deve „like joy or grief, is doe ; 
prend from vyinpativy and the piety of a nuπ,t 
rous assembly is certainly much invigorated by 
mutual communication. A. regular habit of ex- 
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"contrary. - extreme. z. and Nc age 160 eppes 
tion ended in a devotion enti spiritual and 
abstracted. External forms, in 
Were abolighed, as impediments to ee 
reveries of a mental , intercourse with heaven $ 
and because the church of Rome had carried ce- . 
remonies to an absurd excess, the use of any ce- 


remonies was deemed. unlawful. But the wis- 


dom of this is certainly questionable. 


The 


Shadows and baubles which. please the child, 


can no longer satisfy him when he becomes 


the man. Let, is not bigotry. against Orna- 


ment, almost as unphilosophical as , bigotry _ 
for ornament. Luther, for instance, was fond 
of music; but it was not for the music itself, he 
it, on the contrary, would seem, from 
some passages in his writings, that he was led to 
encourage it, as much to offend the evil spirit, as 
to please himself: Scimus, says he, musi- 
eam — etiam ene et tincolera lem 
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a saint. Nee can give more egcou 
to irreligion, 


A rere 


| ber it to be ien the case, FER ava.” 8 


lects n, of 


sty a man has, the less he 


han the sanctified absurdity . 
quarrelling with: aides... Is it not enough that a 


man shall be a Christian, but that he must be 30 
upon ridiculous grounds? Sectarists, a plain man 


might say, attend to your own affairs. I am 


not à Christian because you are one; because St. 
Austin was one; 5 or because Calvin was one. 1 | 


am a Christian, because my own reason tells me 


it is right to be one. Moreover J will add, that 
o firmly am I persuaded the first principles of 4 


sound religion are such only as can render man- 


kind morally better, that if I knew of any reli. 
gion, or of any system of philosophy, more con- 
ducive to that end than Christianity, I shagd 
not besitate a moment to embrace i -111 0 
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Tbe e of We are too ee 


shaken by those who preserve the name, without 


the substance, of religion; and who indulge the 


license, without the temper of philosophy. Even 
in the earliest days, in the profession of Chris- 


tianity, the vanity of peculiar characters i 


is easily to be distinguished. The natives 


of Syria and Egypt abandoned their lives to 


lazy and contemplative devotion. Rome, on 
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8 Her part, IE) to the dominion of the world "Bp 

and the wit of the lively and loquacious Greeks 

was consumed in the disputes of metaphysical a 
Fern Thus, in the polemic microscope, 


an atom may be enlarged to a monster; and 
each party hath often had the skill to exaggerate 
the absurd or impious conclusions; that were to 
be extorted from the principles of their adversa- 
ries. © Every wind,” says the historian, © has 
been s Seen to Scatter the Oe of e eget * 
There ORE ka Sor, e wu this Me 
pression of the great Lord Bacon, in any age of 


the world, either philosophy, or sect, or reli- 
gion, or law, or discipline, which did $0 highly 


exalt the public good, as the Christian faith. 
Apg yet so great a change was made in it by the 
hieFarchy, that Wickhffe and Luther were al- 
most at a loss to discover it. Dr. Cudworth had 
reason on his side, when he doubted, whether 


the truth of the Christian religion was more ap- 
parent in having prevailed against its enemies, 
or in not having been A by the frauds E 


and ON of 1 its friends. 


From 4 earlies ages 4 the 3 to 
the Reformation, the: nen wounds which 
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 Chrinianiey 1 it 3 fem 
of reason in its friends; and the mo ost st ding | 
and fatal instance of that abuss, was the attempt 
to comprehend mysteries, and the pregumption 
of explaining them; drawing inferences from 
them, and erecting: those explanations and in 
ferences into doctrines of Scripture and. articles 
of faith, For what inferences can be drawn 
from mysterious doctrines, (I do not mean unin- 
_ telligible propositions) which are not plainly, and 
fully comprehensible by us, as they stand re- 
vealed in Scripture? In such cases, it is not given 
. to us to depart, even from the very expression of 
Scripture; and for this obvious reason, that, 
where the meaning is confessedly above our 
reach, we can never be sure that we say the 
same thing, an longer than while we use the 
same words. If we ers Firm this rule, we 

interpret, we infer, and, for ought we know, we 
substitute our own conjectural explanations and 
conclusions for the word of God. We do little 
re, as it were, than translate at a venture 
bon a eee we . not ae 1270 
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7 slit 25 while Ke talks of an Andent Gait; was" 
. yet exhibits a cold and low practice; boasts him- 
self the disciple of a meek master, and yet is as 
much a slave to his passions, as they who ac- 


knowledge no such authority; while he appears 
the proud professor of an humble religion, or 


the 1 intemperate champion of a self. denying one; 
does not such a man bring Christianity into dis- 
repute, confirm those in error who might have 


been awakened to conviction, strengthen doubt 


into disbelief, and harden indifference 1 into c con- 


. 


teinpe?® * eee 


tO IRE in truth, are the beniage which men 
in society reap from the union of bure religion with 
sound morality. But, however immense, some 


have been almost led todoubtwhetherit may notbe 
affirmed, that they have scarcely counterbalanced 
the manifold evils that society hath suffered from 
impure religion, indulging, and even encoura- 
ging, gross immoralities. In matters of worldly 
importance, there is generally, among men, 
great uniformity of opinion. Religious diffe- 
rences, on the contrary, are generally about 
trifles, where liberty ought to be indulged-with- 
out reserve; and yet, upon these trifles are 


founded * bitterest wn rs This, it is cer- 


* On the Religion of the Fashionable World. 
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Absurdity in speculat 


cCultivated with success. Nor has it been un- 
voual to cee mem venture to defend in the light, 
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knowledge. in the justification of ignorante. 
Comtnencing with the search of truth, but un- 
happily under the conduct of error, they often 
work up their heated imaginations to uch a de · 


enn the more genius and the more learn - „ 
ossess, the more incomprehensible they, Ji 
They are sworn, as it were, ro follow, 1 


Albis lives, the authority of some particular 
school; and the condition of their engagement, 


would seem to be, to defend certain doctrines, $9; _ 


and even mere forms. of speech. without eam. | 


nation, ot. e only, — . 
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cubjedt is more serious, e eee it con⸗ 


erns religio - Opinions, hich.contradiex reason, 
ought never to be admitted under the san&tion 


ol revelation. — p which render the Since- . 


rity of Sober men's 


ways be condemned. Fa For, "As: Butler says, 5 


am I to believe that roligion was intended for 


nothing elsc;'but' to be mended q. God most wn 5 
doubtedly brought light out of darkness; but 


men would bring darkness out ef light. While 
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many have pretended to be guides, they have 


each wandered different ways, and all with- 


out any guide whatever. For. in this case, I am 
afraid, it has been most literally verified, that the 
blind have led the blind, and that they have all 
ide some into one en, WR. PTY 5 
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ing those who will see: t „it müll be 5 
owned, no inconiderable; quantity. of clouds 


have been raised to blind the heedless and in- 


considerate 


igion does iy consist of pn e 
mas, which we should believe ; it onsists of mor- 
: ral ice, . we should put in practice. 
That which is not to be rationally accounted for, 
let us then leave where it is. It is better to be 3 
_ good. Citizen, a good neighbour, a good father of 
a „and a 300d friend, han to be a good 
5 thedlogian.) pil we all feel to be sterling 
and valuable currency. hre Ortner, likewise, 
may have its value; but it is like the ore which 
is blended with the brute matter, and which 
requires the aid: of the furnace, if not of the 
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nost irmportant «of ll Jaws, that which 
on the ene ee e eee | 
stitution of a state; which day after. day in- 
ereases in force; which, while other laws are little 
attended to, is ever upon the watch; and which 
insensibly substitutes the force of habit for the 
force of authority; that law, so strong and $0 
solid, consists of che pure principles of an esta-„ 
blithed We and of the eustoms and u 5 
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: aan} Mchretaeniy'a deduced from it. From 
good institutions, denen dr eee = 
result wholesome practice: =} 
ing to the remark of ag « PIES Wha | 
examples, which are more hurtful to a commu- 
nity than crimes ; and more nations have fallen 
into destruction from a violation of useful _ 

* 900? _ iin a violation 1 statute _ 
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derber may a e me W ec * W Rs 
nical fastidiousness, or suppose me actuated by 
2 narrow spirited timidity. But, I trust, nei- 
ther the one character nor the other, belongs 
to me. My only aim is consistency, and what 
appears to me to be the general good. The 
present century is, certainly, not one of the least 
enlightened of even the most shining epochs of 
the world. Yet what good ald opinions have 
not been licentiously unhinged? Nay, is there 
any one branch of religious morality . has 
not been attacked ? As politics, sciences, and 
Physics, so also Christianity has, as J have often 
exhibited to you, met with the most ident. * 

| ons as we imost pense r VV 
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$ I would speak of a man. Temperance, for 
| Sf 1 instance, 
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Rousseau. 
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= in Wee and useful to others. ras 664 
Tance, prudence, and fortitude, 'are qualities at all 
times necessary to our happiness, and form a 
great part of the perfection of our nature. We 
must even cease to esteem ourselves, and to dis- 
tinguish what i is excellent, when such qualifica- 
tions incur our neglect. Yet, this is different 
from those who act, as if force and right were 
the same. The old Roman mob drivers were 
accustomed to cry out, Appellamus ad popu- 
lum. And Anacharsis, the Scythian, at an as- 
ey of the people at Athens, whispered to a 
friend, It is singular, that in Athens wise men 
Prad es causes, but fools nen nana See 
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The desires of 15 er Wen 4 avich | 
his acquisitions. Every step he advances brings 
something within his view, which he did not see 


A before, and which as soon as he sees he begins 


to want. Where necessity ends curiosity begins; 
and no sooner are we supplied with every thing 
that nature can demand, than we sit down to 
contrive artificial appetites, and to — them 
with lavish prodigality ; for he seldom lives fru- 
_ pally, who lives by chance. Hope is always libes 
= ; and they uo trust her promises make little 

| scruple 
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A sense, more or less distinct, of right and 
wrong, is granted to every individual. Were 
any man entirely destitute of it, the terms would - 
be to him as unintelligible, as the terms white 1 
and black are to one who is blind. There is 
no absurdity in supposing the opinions of men 
about right and wrong to be as various, as about 
beauty and deformity. At the same time, did 
the moral sentiments of men differ as much as 
their faces, they would be altogether unqualified 
for society. Discord and contention would be 
endless; and the greater force would be the 
„ rule for — A hrs een neun 
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ot Men nen to deliberate on business; 
they separate from jealousies of interest; but, 
in their several collisions, whether as friends 
a regard to interest or safety cannot con- 
fine. As actors, or spectators, we are thus per- 
petually made to feel the difference of human 
eonduct; and from a bare recital of trans- 
tics which have based in ages e countries 
very 
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nation and rage. And pn this manner, strange 
as it may seem, we find men, who, ee 


culations deny the reality of moral distinct 


| forget 1 in detail the general positions they main- 


tain, and give loose to 1d 


le, indignation, and 


scorn, as if any of these sentiments could have 
Place, Were the actions of- men indifferent; or 
with acrimony pretend to detect the fraud, by 


85 which moral restraints have been imposed ʒ a8 


* to censure a fraud were not — to rake 


Lach on. the side af e e e 
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= Lies- overset the whole order of reasoning, in 


the pursuit of a particular scent. Dash they fly 
cover hedge and diteh, through thick and thin. 


Nothing stops them. They have given the 


view hollow; and unless they knock up! in the 
chace, flatter themselves with being in at the 


death. Yet is not. an unworthy trail sometimes 


imposed? And do not the staunchest hnunds 


mouth at a mere cheat, as vociferously as they 5 Z 


would at a stag or a fox ? To reverse che pyra- 


| mid, then, is ne uncommon thing And in- 
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5 renne But, what reason cannot instruct, 
eustom, surely, may be permitted to guide. Nor 
zs it any mark of folly to persist in salutary 
opinions, and not to risk the unknown perils 


chat may attend rash innovation,” Men rarely 
leave one extreme, without running into the 


other. And why? Because few have. been 
: blessed with either the opportunity, or the dis- 
Position, for wholesome investigation. They 
have but one impulse, in general, according as 
they are carried along by the. authority of 2 
leader, by the authority of a party, by the 
authority of the multitude, or . * rogers. © 
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Morality, as ad es art + of reasoning, 
are, however, acknowledged to be three prin- 
. cipal branches of a learned education; and are 
justly held to be so, because they are our only 


sure We in * through the intricate 
paths 


* ground, and to raise = che ern vi. 
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together supposed essential to every one. The 
most profound em for instance, might. . 
be but an insipid figure in the company of the 
thoughtless and chattering, might be somewhat 
uncouth in the vortex of dissipation, and an 
absolute absurdity among gamesters. But, not- 
withstanding these cogent objections, it may be 
pronounced that such studies are not altos 

gether unsuitable to the most brilliant cha- 
racter. Contradictory opinions, also, that have 
influence on practice, are deeply to be regretted 
by every person of a sound beart.“ The 
animal conveniencies, wisely observes Hume, 
ce sink gradually in their value, in the breasts 
of those who generously seek for fame.“ The 

man of virtue looks down with contempt on all 

the allurements of pleasure, and all the menaces 
of danger. Toils, hardships, and death itself, 
N er a „when we brave chen fort * 
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The pur Fe 1 888 is, 3 
the most irresistible in nature. It sheds the 
purest glory around the labours of the worthy. 
The good man © may. hold his head in sun- 
beams, and his foot on storms.” _ He 1s the only 
V ** great 
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present satisfies him; and the future e 
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much, has been by many pronounced to be mis - 
$i} chievous, and to be made instrumental tO the 3 
most wicked purposes. I grant it. Fire, also, 
das committed the most dreadful ravages. But 
how does this prove the absolute curse, either of 


reason or of fire? Fire serves for nde neces- 
Bary uses; and sensitive experience teaches 
distinguish between warming and e Shall 


ve, therefore, renounce the use of it, and com- 
plain that there is such an element, because it 
burns us, when we employ it ill, or when we 
neglect in employing it, the precautions and at-. 
| tentions that are necessary? Just so, human fea- | 


son is given for several necessary uses, and prin- 
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of every century, a e many Nen — 5 
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among the good people of England, to ben Aale 


more minutely inquited into. It is not my 


siness to point them out. But, I cannot but : 
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persons and proſessions of men, who deserve 
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bad; assuredly accords neither with disc etion 
nor good sense. We may perhaps be pardoned, 
for at times ac g even wildness and extrava- 
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ingly. worship the rising sun of innovation. 1 
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The northern coast of f Africa nnn in 
— the, hight, of. the gospel, after a long al 
perfect establishment, has been totally extin- 
guished. The arts Which had been taught ; 
Carthage and Rome were involved, in, a, cloud 
of ignorance; the doctrine of Cyprian and Au- 

gustin were no longer studied; and about the 
year 749, all was sunk under the joke of the 
Arabian prophet... About the middle of the 
twelfth century, also, the worship of Christ, and 
the succession of pastors, were abolished along 
the coast of Barbary ; and in the kingdoms of 
Cordova and Seville, of Valencia, and Gre- | 
nada: in a word, the seed of the gospel was 
quickly eradicated ; and the long sweep from 
Tripoli to the Atlantic, has lost all memory of 
the ee and e of dena 1560 
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rie destructively within the pale of Christi- 
anity. The zeal for making converts, likewise, 
has at times been almost as eminent. The former 
is, however; retiring out of, the world; and I wish 
it most profound rest, never again to reviye. 
People, in truth, begin to be ashamed of it, as 
of a garment long out of fashion. Let the other, 
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are both of them in general unwise. They.usu+ 
y ally produce dissimulation. At the same time 
it may be questionable, . pes the em- 


press of Russia, for instance, did not use 
an agreeable, an efficacious, and even a laudable 


method for converting her Pagan subjects of 
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would profess Christianity, Bow taxes for ten 


years. Her situation, was peculiar; 
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hole earch divided into thirty parts, possess ; 
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the Roman Catholics and Protestants, three | 
parts. Thus, on the most probable calculation, 
the Christians do nof*oceupy mote than ones 
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in the words of Locke, no other guide, but ac- 
_ cident and blind chance, to conduct them to their 
Happiness or misery ? Are the current opinions 

and Hoensed guides of every country, sufficient 
ce and security to every man to venture 
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5 jedes, 80 as to give them ENS 5 more 
5 powerful attractions; to spread such flowers over 
the regions in which the intellect has already 
made some progress, as may tempt it to return, 
and to take a second view of things hastily. 
passed over, or negligently regarded. But in 
all this much may not be his own. The 5 
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